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Vision:  Actively Learning Together... 
in a safe, happy environment built on a strong foundation of Christian values 
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Charging and Remissions Policy 
 
The Education Act 1966 sets out the law on charging for school activities. 
 
This Policy sets out what activities the school can make a charge for and those activities 
which it cannot. 
 
All education during schools hours is free including the supply of materials, books, 
instruments and other equipment, if it is part of the National Curriculum or part of 
religious education. 
 
But the school will charge for any activity (optional extra) if it is at the parent’s request 
such as   

Individual or group music tuition  
  

Any materials, books or equipment which the child’s parents wishes them  
to own. 

 
Also if the majority of the time spent on an activity is outside of school hours and the 
activity is NOT part of the National Curriculum or for religious education, the school can 
make a charge for the full cost of the activity such as 
 

Extended day provision of Breakfast Club and Treetops 
 
Voluntary Contributions 
 
Although education (as defined above) is free, the school cannot finance the whole cost 
of many activities if it does not receive a voluntary contribution towards that from the 
parents. 
 
The school will notify all parents of forthcoming activities and ask for a voluntary 
contribution towards the cost of the activity.  No child will be excluded from an activity 
because the parent is unwilling or unable to pay, but if sufficient voluntary contributions 
are not received the school has the right to cancel the activity. 
 
The Headteacher is always happy to discuss ways of making a voluntary contribution 
for activities with parents, such as by instalments for the Year 6 residential trip. 
 
Swimming 
 
The school organises swimming lessons for all children in Key Stage 2 as it is part of 
the National Curriculum and during school time.  The school will not ask for a voluntary 
contribution towards the cost of the activity but will ask for a voluntary contribution 
towards to cost of transport to the swimming pool. 
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Residential Visits 
 
If the school organises a residential visit to provide education which is part of the 
National Curriculum or for religious education, it will not make a charge except for the 
board and lodging element of the trip.   
 
Parents who can prove that they are entitled to the following benefits will be exempt 
from paying the cost of board and lodgings  
 

Universal Credit in prescribed circumstances 
Income Support 
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
Child Tax Credit, provided that Working Tax Credit is not received and the  
 family’s income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) 

 does not exceed £16,190 (financial year 2013/14) 
The guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
An income related employment and support allowance that was introduced on  
 27 October 2008 

 
Any parent who does not fall under the above criteria but for financial reasons is unable 
to support their child taking part in a trip, should discuss the issue with the Headteacher. 
 
If the Residential visit is NOT part of the National Curriculum or for religious education, 
the school can make a charge for the full cost of the activity if the majority of the time 
spent on the activity is outside of school hours.   
 
 
How a charge is calculated 
 
The charge for a school activity in respect of an individual pupil will not exceed the 
actual cost to that pupil. The total cost of the activity is divided by the actual number of 
pupils taking part. There will be no subsidy for any child whose carers are unable or 
unwilling to pay.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference Charging for school activities - Department for Education October 2014 
 


