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Friday 20th January 2017 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
FAMILY MATHS SCRAPBOOKS 
 
Following the introduction of this homework project throughout school in November, I understand there has 
been mixed reviews regarding the value of these Scrapbooks.  I thought it might be useful if I reiterated the 
rationale behind these Scrapbooks and how parents and carers can best support children in completing these 
activities. 
 
Although some of the activities do result in a calculation and an ultimate answer, the process and discussion 
about how best to tackle each challenge is far more important and has a greater value in developing a ‘can do’ 
attitude for all children.  I appreciate some people still feel uncertain about the advice they might be giving 
their child as, quite rightly, they don’t want to contradict what is being taught in school.  My advice would be 
to encourage your child to initially talk through how they would go about solving the problem.  If, at this 
stage, they are still unsure where to start then encourage them to speak to their class teacher who will be 
able to provide some reassurance.  If you have more than one child completing these activities, you might find 
that talking it through all together helps everyone to find a way forward. 
 
It is far more important that children develop the self-confidence to ‘have a go’ at these challenges rather 
than feel pressurised to find the right answer. 
 
At the front of each scrapbook, we have stuck a copy of our current calculation policy for addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division so you are aware of the strategies your child will have been taught to 
solve calculations.  From this, you will be able to identify whether repeated addition or subtraction might be a 
more appropriate strategy than multiplication or division for solving some problems. 
 
I hope this helps to address some of the concerns regarding this homework.  I will be available in The Den 
during Parents’ Evenings on 25th and 26th January and would be very interested to hear how you and your 
child are approaching the Scrapbooks.  Although I may be able to answer any generic questions you might 
have, I would ask that you contact your child’s teacher regarding the specific activities that have been set.  
Teachers will have their own approach to setting these tasks; some may use them to reinforce recent learning 
in class whereas others might focus on the topicality of the activity, eg Christmas. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs M Perryman 
Maths Subject Leader 
 


