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10thFebruary 2017 
 

NEWSLETTER No. 3  - Term 3 
 

The Christian Value for Term 3 is Respect  
The Christian Value for Term 4 is Forgiveness 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Message from Headteacher 
We all wish you a restful half term break; remember we return on Monday 20th February. Let’s hope that a good rest 
and time spent with family will ensure all of the nasty viruses will disappear and we will all feel happy and healthy on 
our return! 
Thank you to all of the staff, children and parents for supporting our wonderful school this term. 
Special mention and thank you! 
A huge thank you to Mrs McGuinn who has given her time freely this term to ensure the smooth running of the lay by 
outside of school! It has been freezing and wet most mornings and you have done a fantastic job. Thank you to the 
parents who have supported Mrs McGuinn in understanding why it is important this area is used only as a drop-off in 
the morning. We are a very lucky school to have your help and we are very grateful to you for giving up your time. If 
any other parent would like to support Mrs McGuinn please do let us know. 
Bikeability 
Well done to all of the children who have participated in ‘Bikeability’ this term. It is incredibly important that children 
have the knowledge and skills to keep them safe whilst riding their bikes. Thank you to everyone for ensuring their 
bikes were safe, well maintained and roadworthy during this week; an equally important part of being a cyclist. 
Bingham Hall 
A huge well done to all of the children in Beech class for working together so enthusiastically in their opportunity to 
dance this term. I watched the children in their rehearsals and you could clearly see how they were making links with 
the important messages they had been learning about the rainforest and how they could communicate their concerns 
for our world through dance. They expressed themselves beautifully. Well done Beech class and to Mrs Williams for 
working so well with the children. Don’t forget you can still join the dance club at the start of next term. 
School Development Plan Update 
We are more than half way through our cycle of development for this year and governors and staff regularly review 
progress against areas we want to further improve. In our Ofsted data dashboard for 2016, there were no 
weaknesses identified only strengths. 
As part of our rigorous self-evaluation process, all 3 governor committees track separate objectives relevant to their 
committee. Objectives are written in consultation with staff and governors and where appropriate children; this 
would typically be from school council feedback. 
Quality and Standards are currently monitoring 15 objectives and these cover: reading, writing, maths, mastery across 
the curriculum, GPS (grammar, punctuation and spelling), phonics, curriculum, RE, Safeguarding, PSHE, EYFS, Boys 
achievement (gender gaps), More Able, Assessment, Science and Pupil Premium. Strategy are currently monitoring 8 
objectives and Resources are currently monitoring 7 objectives. Subject leaders are responsible for progress against 
their objectives and regularly update senior leaders and governors about progress in each area.  
Parents’ Evening 
Many thanks to everyone who came to parents’ evening this term. I know some of you who were not able to make it 
on the 2 evenings offered have been in touch with your child’s teacher and made another appointment. This meeting 
is really an important opportunity to look at progress and further targets moving forward to the second half of the 
year. 
 

         

http://www.fairford.gloucs.sch.uk/
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Catering Contract 
In July 2017 we served the required 1 year notice period to our current contractors who supply school lunches. The 
school business manager, deputy and myself have met with various contractors most recently and we will be 
providing the companies with an opportunity to present to governors next term. 
We will also be visiting schools with some of our children to see meal provision where companies who wish to tender 
for the catering contract currently operate. 

 
 
Treetops: Urgent changes to booking procedures 
Please can we remind all parents if your child is attending Treetops a booking should be made on line.  If children do 
not appear on the register Treetops staff will not be expecting them.  All parents are required to sign their child out 
on pick up and collect from Walnut classroom door. There are still a large proportion of children who are not being 
booked in to Treetops. You are reminded that bookings can only be made 24 hours in advance, and when there is 
credit on your account. As of Term 4, if you have not made a booking on line in time, or contacted the school office 
before 2.00pm, we will assume that your child does not need to attend Treetops that evening and they will be 
collected from their classroom by you at 3pm. 
 
 

Reminder from Caterlink: Coming late to school 
Caterlink have informed us that the meal order must be with them by 9.30am and that no late orders can be put 
through after this time. This means that if you are going to be late into school for whatever reason, you must 
remember that you need to notify the school office as to your child’s meal requirements before 9.30am or provide 
them with a packed lunch. 
 
 

Special Performance – 1st April 2017 
Fairford Primary School and St Mary’s Church are getting together for a great evening of fun 
with music, song, dance and comedy recitals on Saturday 1st April. There is an array of talent 

entertaining, with proceeds going to Fairford Primary School and St Mary’s Church, so do 
come along and support our children and entertainers for a really good evening,                                     

and help us raise funds for the school and church.  
“For One Night Only”!                                                                                                                                                                

at St Mary’s Church, Fairford                                                                                     
 Saturday 1st April 7.30pm (doors open 7.00pm)       

A Splash of Red – Fairford’s ladies choir                                                                                                               
Fairford School Dancers – led by Carol Williams     

Talk for Writing – Year 3 Fairford School                                                                                          
Deltastreet Sax Quartet – Saxophone quartet from Swindon                                                                                          

Vital Recital – Music and comedy with guests from Devon                                          
 Guest Choir – Our visiting singers for the evening          

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Advanced tickets: £5 adults, £1 children under 12 

from Linda 01285 713709, The Coffee Post                                                                 
or School Reception (see notices from 1st March).             

Tickets on door £7 adults £2 children                                                                                
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A Safeguarding message to all parents: 
The safety of pupils and staff is always a priority.  
 

Children should not arrive in school before 8.30am unless they are attending  Breakfast Club.  Children 
attending  Breakfast Club should not arrive before 8.00am.    Children should be in the playground between 8.20am 
and 8.40am.  School gates will open in the morning at 8.20am and children must be supervised in the playground 
from this time and brought into school ready for school to start at 8.40am.  Classroom doors will be shut at 
8.45am.  Children who are late are asked to report to the school office to ensure their attendance has been recorded. 
 

School will end at 3.00pm and school gates will be opened at 2.50pm. 
 

With this in mind, we ask any parents/carers dropping off pupils at Breakfast Club, enter and exit the building by the 

front door.  Access to the rest of the school at the time of Breakfast Club is restricted and parents may not have 

access to the classrooms or staff without a prior appointment. Should a parent/carer have an appointment to see a 

staff member during the breakfast club period; once they have dropped off their children they should return to 

Reception to sign into the building and they will be escorted to the appointment at the agreed time.  Parents/carers 

are reminded the bays outside school are for drop off only and should not be used for parking.   
 
 

We ask that you also refrain from letting in other adults AT ALL TIMES. We understand that most of the time you do 
know each other, but there may be incidents when the person is not known to you and, more importantly, is not 
known to staff!  Any visitors to school are required to sign in, (and out), at Reception with the exception of 
parents/carers dropping off at Breakfast Club or collecting from an after school activity. 
 

Reminder, if collecting from an after school club, other than Tree Tops, you should remain in the outer foyer and at 
the end of the club children will be brought to you. Please do not enter the school.  
 

When collecting from Tree Tops you should use the Leafield Road entrance and Walnut classroom door. All pupils 
must be signed out of Tree Tops.  Once your child has been collected, if access is required to school you should return 
to the front entrance to be signed in. 
 

If your child has permission to walk home alone from any After School Club can we ask you notify the teacher running 
the event and also put this in writing to the School Office. 
 

Please do not turn around outside the school but instead  use the Farmor’s one way system.  This is for the safety of 

pupils both at Fairford Primary and also Farmor’s. 
 
 

The gate by the School Office will be closed and locked at 3.30pm each day, our aim through doing this is to ensure 

the playground is not used as a walk through and all children within the building are safe and secure. 
 

We ask for your co-operation in this matter. For the safety of our children we should all be mindful of child 
protection and safeguarding issues at all times. 
 
 

Making Space (the new name for Messy Space) 
 
Saturday February 18th 2-4 p.m. Family crafts and coffee shop at the Fairford Community Centre. This month's 
theme: Treasures. Special craft : Learn to sew. Charges are still £2 per child (max. £5 per family) with concessions 
available. Contact Maureen Partington 01285 712480. 
 
 

School Brochure 
The new annual school brochure is now available to buy from the school office, at a cost of £8. 
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99 Club 
 
During Celebration Assembly on Friday mornings, we award certificates and badges to those children who have 
reached the 99 Club.  We now have a number of children who have gone through the 99 Club and beyond. 
 
In the 121 Club are Ashley McGuinn, Jasmin Beach, Tyler Smith, Isabel Landa-Font, Ruby Frank, Samuel Thompson, 
Annie Russell, Matthew Gray-Evans, Neslihan Bal, Alfie Haynes, Yang Shi Gui, Tia Symington, Bella Powell, Beatrice 
Bundock, Emma Prosser, Regan Tierney, Sam Watson, Max Aira (Elm class); Juan Rendon Oviedo, Emirhan Bal, Lola 
Kelsey-Cross, Megan Oliver, Maddy Howell, Heather Kent, Nathan Wathen, Heidi Hooper, Daisy Davis (Beech class) 
and Harry Collister (Oak class). 
 
In the 144 Club are Rebecca Cornell (Elm); Grace Smith, Lola Frank, Ella Chapman-Morse, Isobel Hayes-Bayliss, 
Michael Pattison (Beech) and Finlay Stratford (Oak).  Theo Symington (Beech) and Zena Preece Smith (Elm) are in the 
169 Club. 
 
Beech Class have been doing a fantastic job in becoming proficient with their times tables as they also have Max 
Sharrad (196 Club), and Thomas Cornell and Moses Preece Smith (256 Club). 
 
Huge congratulations to all those children who continue to make progress on their 99 Club challenges whichever Club 
they are currently working within and, particularly, to those children in years 1 and 2 who I know are trying very hard 
with their 2, 5 and 10 times tables. 
 
Mrs Perryman 
Maths Subject Leader 
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PE & Sport – January 2017 
Term 4 School Sports Clubs 
All sports clubs start the FIRST WEEK back (except KWIK Cricket on Tuesday because of the first of the Cross Country 
tri-series at Kingshill). 
Please see the revised timetable below. 
 

 
Before 
school 

lunch after school 

Monday  

Y5 Y4 ‘Crazy Catch’ 
12.30-1pm 

Mrs Peck 

FREE 

Y6 Y5 TAG Rugby 3-4.30pm 
Mrs Peck 

 

Y2 Y3 Y4 Total Martial Arts 3-4pm 
Mrs Sabbagh 

Payment direct to Instructor – registration letter from school office 

Tuesday  

Y6 Sports Leaders 
12.30-1pm 

Mrs Peck 

FREE 

Y6 Y5 KWIK Cricket 3-4.30pm 
(excluding 21/2) 

Mrs Peck 

Wednesday   

 

Y6 Football 3-4.30pm 
Mr Challinor 

 

Y4 Gymnastics 3-4.15pm 
Y5 Gymnastics 4.15-5.30pm 

Mrs Rogers 

payment for term 3&4 direct to Rachel Rogers 
(£3 per session) 

 

Thursday 

Y6 Y5 Y4 Y3 
Cross 

County 
8-8.30am 

Mrs Peck 

FREE 

Y3 ‘Crazy Catch’ 
12.30-1pm 

Mrs Peck 

FREE 

 

Y4 Dance Club 3-4.30pm 
Mrs Williams 

 
Y6 Y5 Netball 3-4.30pm 

Mrs Peck 

 

Y3 Gymnastics 3-4.15pm 
Y2&Y3 Gymnastics 4.15-5.30pm 

Mrs Rogers 

payment for term 3&4 direct to Rachel Rogers 
(£3 per session) 

 

Friday   

 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Roaring Rugby 3-4.15pm 
Chris Andrews & RR team 

payment for term 3 via RR website 
www.roaringrugby.co.uk/booking 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.roaringrugby.co.uk/booking
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Archery after school club 
Unfortunately, Robin Arrows, the company that provided the taster archery day for our children before Christmas 
have just contacted me to say that they are unable to start the after school club until the summer term (term 5).  I 
will write to you with further details when they forward them to me. 
 
Roaring Rugby 
The after school Roaring Rugby club on Friday will now be extending so that it is open to Y1 children.  Booking and 
payment is via their website www.roaringrugby.co.uk/bookings. 
 
They are also providing day camps over the February half term.  Please see flyer attached. 
 
Level 1 Competition: 
 
 Intra House Gymnastics 
All children in Walnut, Cypress, Oak, Olive, Beech, Maple & Elm class have been taking part in the House Gymnastics 
competition this term.  The final rounds are taking place on Thursday and the results will be announced in Sports 
Assembly when the children return after half term. 
 
 
Level 2 Competitions: 
 
The website is now up-to-date with any changes/additions for PE & Sport.  Please check forthcoming fixtures and 
events under ‘Sports Diary’ in the ‘PE & Sport’ section of the school website. 
 
 Cross Country Tri-Series 
  Please note that this competition starts the FIRST week back. 
 

It is open to ALL children from Oak, Olive, Beech, Maple and Elm class.  A letter went out this week 
with details.  If you did not receive this letter then please look on the school website under ‘Sports 
letters to parents’ in the PE & Sport section of the school website. 
 
The Y4 race is first at ALL venues, starting at 4.15pm.  A summary of the dates are as follows: 

Tuesday 21st February – Kingshill 
Friday 24th February – Farmor’s School 
Wednesday 1st March – Deer Park 

 
Y6 & Y5 Sports Hall Athletics – Cotswold finals 

There were five schools in total in this final.  These schools were the winners from each secondary 
school cluster: Deer Park, Kingshill, Sir William Romleys, Farmors and The Cotswold School. 
 
We were aiming high, going for Gold in order to qualify through to the County finals.  The children 
trained really hard and there was no question of their commitment and effort. 
 
On the track we achieved either 1st or 2nd in nine of the twelve races and so we were looking strong.  
On the field events we had seven 1st or 2nd placings out of the twelve.  However, sadly this was not 
enough.  Again we narrowly missed out on the top position, but gained a very worthy silver placing. 
 
I know that the children were initially disappointed because it was Gold that they were after.  
However, we were aiming high, all the schools that we competed against were significantly larger 
than us which has a big impact when having to put out a team of 20 children.  I am very proud of the 
children that took part and the tremendous effort and passion that they put into the competition.  

 
Y4 & Y3 Key Steps Gymnastics 

http://www.roaringrugby.co.uk/bookings
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Rachel has worked extremely hard with the gymnasts at the after school gymnastics club this term.  
She supported two teams to polish their routines so that they could compete in the Y4/3 Key Steps 
Gymnastics competition at the Cotswold School in Bourton-on-the-Water. 
 
It is a tough sport to compete in because the children have to perform a floor and vault routine on 
their own in front of a judge.  The scores of each individual child are added together to give the team 
score. 
 
Well done to all the children who took part.  I know that some children managed to achieve moves in 
their routine that they were only on the brink of mastering before the competition. 
 
We achieved 4th and 5th place out of twelve schools which was an excellent achievement. 

 
Y6 Y5 TAG Rugby – Cluster Fun! 

Six teams entered into this festival which took place at Farmor’s School.  We had one Y6 team and 
one Y5 team.  The children got the opportunity to play lots of matches against other schools which 
helped them to improve their understanding of the game and develop their skills further. 
 
Well done to the children who took part. 
 

 Y4 Spirit of the Games Dance Festival 
A group of ten dancers from Beech class took to the stage at the Bingham Hall last Thursday night.  
They performed on a big stage, with professional sound and lighting, to an audience of over 200 
people! 
 
The dance they performed was choreographed following a whole class dance day led by Mrs 
Williams.  The theme followed on from their learning in the class room about the rainforest and so 
colour and forest animals formed the stimulus for their moves. 
 
The evening allowed the children to watch other dance groups perform with varying levels of 
experience.  This was particularly inspirational to our children when they watched the older children 
from the secondary schools perform. 
 
A big “thank you” must go to Mrs Williams who supported the children in this dance. 
 
Dance club will continue after half term on a Thursday after school 3-4.30pm.  All children in Beech 
class are welcome to attend. 

 
 Y6 Y5 Indoor KWIK Cricket festival 

A team of eight children took part in an indoor KWIK Cricket festival at Kingshill this week.  They had 
had limited experience playing KWIK Cricket this season and so the festival was about learning about 
the game through playing.  They faced some teams that were older than our children and had clearly 
played more.  Well done to our children for not giving up in this situation, but facing each game with 
a smile and a desire to do better. 
 
Next term there will be an after school club on a Tuesday 3-4.30pm for children from Elm and Maple 
class.  The aim is to teach the children more about the game at this club so that they can enter into 
tournaments against other schools in the summer term a little more prepared. 

 
 Y6 Quicksticks – Cotswold finals 

Fairford qualified TWO teams into the Cotswold finals for Quicksticks Hockey before Christmas. The 
finals was made up of the top eight teams from the South Cotswolds and the top eight from the 
North Cotswolds. 
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The Y6 children have put extra hours into training at the all-weather pitch in Letchlade in order to 
prepare for the finals.  The all-weather playing surface is very different to the concrete surface on our 
playground and so it was important for them to have this extra practise in order to prepare them for 
the finals. 

 
Fairford Orange were unlucky in the group stage.  They won one, drew one and lost one which wasn’t 
enough to qualify through to the quarter finals.  They were unfortunate with the draw, they were 
clearly the dominant team in this match but just couldn’t finish despite lots of shots at goal.  
Unfortunately it was this draw that cost them qualification. 
 
Fairford Blue went through as winners in their group into the quarter finals, the knock out stage.  The 
thrill of winning the group seemed to overwhelm the Fairford Blue’s and sadly the opposition took 
advantage of this gaining a strong goal advantage in the first 3 minutes which was hard for Fairford 
Blue to come back from.  Fairford Blue finished the competition in 6th place out of sixteen. 
 
The final was tough, both teams from Fairford faced some strong opposition.  All the children played 
well and should be proud of their performance, their individual skills and team play has improved 
massively from when they played in the first round before Christmas.  This will stand them in good 
stead when they go on to play hockey at their secondary schools. 

 
 Y6 Y5 High 5 Netball – Cluster Fun! 

This is a fun festival and Fairford Primary have entered a number of teams to compete against other 
local primary schools.  The aim is to give the children more match experience and learn more about 
the game. 

 
Half Term Sports Camps 
 
Roaring Rugby – see flyer below 
 

 
 
 

Reminder 
Please don’t forget to renew your club registration fee for Terms 3 and 4. It is £10 to attend any of Mrs Peck’s clubs.  
Roaring Rugby, Gymnastics, Archery and Total Martial Arts are paid direct to the instructors. 
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Class Updates 
 
 

Apple 
This has been a really busy term for Apple Class!   The children have been working hard and we 
have been delighted with the progress which all the children have made in all areas. 
The children enjoyed their Transport topic and have had lots of fun playing a variety of roles in the 
play ticket office.  They have also have been mechanics in the outdoor garage and can now reliably 
fix the car when it breaks down! The children completed their own research work at home where 
they had to find out about one particular form of transport. The children proudly showed off their 
work and Mrs Fellows came to have a look too!  Thank you to all of you who assisted the children 

with this work. 
The children had several visitors. The police visited and talked to the children about the important subject of Stranger 
Danger. Baby Sky came to visit with her mummy and the children asked brilliant questions about the needs of baby. 
Lastly, the character, Mrs Armitage came to visit and the children had prepared lots of questions to ask her. She was a 
rather eccentric lady and I have to say looked remarkably like Mrs Oakes!  
This week the children conducted their own Transport Survey in Fairford. They recorded the number of different 
vehicles which they observed and worked out which one they saw the most and which one they saw the least. 
The children were really excited about doing the RSPB bird watch.  They used their binoculars and hid in our bird 
hideaway which we named The Robin Retreat!  I think the children were actually pleasantly surprised just how many 
birds they saw. 
This week, the children have been learning about the important subject of internet safety.  They listened to a story 
about Smartie the Penguin who reminded the children of asking an adult for help when they experience problems or 
difficulties rather than sorting out the problem themselves. Smartie also taught the children a song which hopefully 
will help them to remember this important rule. 
Have an enjoyable holiday and we are looking forward to seeing the children in Term 4. 

 
Walnut 

Walnut have been extremely busy undertaking so much learning from the story of Snow White 
that we are whistling while we work! We have been deep into the mines with the seven dwarfs 
exploring sharing as division, setting descriptions and counting the money we have earnt from 
a hard day’s work through exploring coins. We have enjoyed having Dopey join us in Walnut. 
We are showing him respect and friendship by helping him to read with his phonics and by 
proving to him what we know through reasoning in maths. We celebrated Chinese New Year in 
style with thanks to Daniel’s mum, Tracey James, who brought in home-made pork dumplings 
for all to try. We also explored Chinese artefacts and symbols, the lucky red envelops (which we 
all took home to place under our pillows for good luck in the new year) and Walnut endured 
Miss Jones’ chopstick challenge to see if they could learn how to master chopsticks to earn a 
treat! Miss Jones, Mrs Robinson and Miss Grove are thrilled to announce that we have filled 
our marble jar this term and that Walnut have earnt their treat day - fantastic! What clever 
little Walnuts we have in our class!    

 

 
 
Cypress  
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory has captured the hearts and minds of the children in 
Cypress Class!!!  What a wonderful term we have had delving into the world of Mr Willy 
Wonka. 
The children have been inspired and their writing has reflected this.  Children have looked at 
different sentence types, using conjunctions in their writing, character descriptions, recounts 
and adding suffixes.   
Our term in maths started with a week of inspirational maths and what a week it was!!  
Following this we have looked at multiplication, division and fractions.  Cypress have really 
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focussed on using concrete apparatus to support our working before moving to written or 
more abstract methods. 
Children have really enjoyed Design Technology where they have been investigating 
chocolate packaging and Science where they have be looking at materials and their 
properties.  They have been helping Willy Wonka with different things around the factory 
using their knowledge of materials!! 
Thank you for your support with costumes on our very own FACTORY Day.  The children 
looked amazing and all made a fantastic effort.  On the day children went rhyming down the 
chocolate river, measured and ordered Oompaloompas and wrote 2A (adjective) sentences 
about melted chocolate.  We also began our next enterprise project … more details on this 
in Term 4!! 
Finally, we need to include a piece on Safer Internet Day.  On Tuesday 7th February, alonside 

many schools nationwide, Cypress looked at elements of using the internet and how we can do this safely.  Children 
were SO engaged and we must have been talking for nearly an hour!!  We met Smartie the Penguin 
who found some upsetting images when searching for pictures of dolphins on the internet.  We 
spoke about what we would do in Smartie’s situation and all agreed speaking to a grown up was the 
best thing to do.  We also explored the idea of images shared on the internet and the types of 
pictures that are safe to share online and those that might be safer to keep offline.  We made some 
fabulous posters and in small groups presented these to the class. 
Safer Internet Day was really beneficial and we would urge parents to have a look at some of the 
content available.  We have attached the link on tips for parents and carers.  
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2017/tips-and-advice-parents-and-carers  
 
Looking forward to Term 4 and the arrival of Spring! 
                                                                                                      
 

Olive 

This term has really flown by- we must have been having lots of fun! Olive class  have blown me, 
Mrs Cotton and Mrs Fellows away this term with their descriptive writing and as a result gained 
lots of marbles! They all learnt the description of Mr Tumnus using talk for writing (ask them to 
show you!) and were able to use the structure and vocabulary  in their shared writing of the White 
Witch. We have been building our writing toolkit by learning about extended noun phrases. More 
recently, they were able to independently write a description of a mythical creature in Narnia. We 
are really enjoying reading The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe and we are using some 
fantastic vocabulary within lessons; I have heard children saying, “ I am at your disposal”  “stop 
being so beastly”  and “You are being very inquisitive” to their friends. Vocabulary is a driving point in guided reading 
sessions and we have looked at synonyms’ and antonyms along converting phrases from the text into a more modern 
phrase.  In maths, we have been concentrating on written methods of addition and subtraction and have all 
progressed well. In the next term we will be moving on to written methods of multiplication and division. 
On  Wednesday afternoons,  we have been have been researching Thomas Chippindale and have made our own 
wardrobes into Narnia. We are looking forward to making our own clothing to go inside. Have a great half term break 
and enjoy your investigations- I can’t wait to see your science projects! 

Oak 
 
Where has the time gone? We have packed so much into this term! 
In Maths, we have learnt column addition and subtraction and have mastered the art of 
exchanging. This has been quite an interesting learning experience for children and parents 
alike! 
We have continued to read our class book Narnia. The children have written some 
wonderful setting descriptions which are on display in the corridor leading to Oak – please 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2F8%2F84%2FOlivesfromjordan.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AOlivesfromjordan.jpg&docid=YBvMIX8hUM-C1M&tbnid=KmBERY8gaCWIIM%3A&w=494&h=500&safe=active&bih=855&biw=1244&ved=0ahUKEwjCmM7SldXPAhXKDcAKHRATCzEQMwg-KBYwFg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2017/tips-and-advice-parents-and-carers
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pop in and have a look. Currently we are making our own book of mythical creatures complete with descriptions and 
drawings.   
Regular reading continues to be a focus in our class and I am very proud of the progress that the children are making, 
how their love of reading is developing and I appreciate the time and effort that parents and carers are putting in to 
help them. 
Swimming has now finished and certificates of achievement will be distributed soon. Meanwhile, the message from 
the swimming teachers is to keep swimming so that the skills they have learnt are maintained.  
Enjoy the half term break.  

 
 

Beech  
 
The Romans now seem like a very distant memory as we are now pre-occupied with learning 

about rainforests. The children have created a wonderful 
creature in their art lessons with Mrs Bateman based on 
their research into insects of the rainforest. It is quite 
extraordinary; taking pride of place in our classroom. 
Several weeks ago Mrs Williams led a dance workshop 
for the whole class when they all learnt to perform a 
special dance that was performed to the whole school, 
parents and carers on 3rd February, in addition we 
enjoyed listening to the class singing a rainforest song about the rainforest 

layers and the creatures that live in them. A smaller group from the Year 4 Dance Club also performed a variation of 
the dance on stage at the Bingham Hall to a packed audience, which was well received. 
We are reading a nonfiction book Bloomin’ Rainforests to support our learning in class and have also read The Great 
Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry and written our own stories from a different perspective following our reading.  
We are all looking forward to meeting the sloth at the Newbury Rainforest this week. It is very 
difficult to spot so we will have to be extra vigilant. We will have the opportunity to learn more 
about rainforest plants and animals and it will be wonderful to be in a tropical environment even 
though it will be under cover. 

On the last day of term we are going to have a special science morning 
and have invited local dentist Susan Milnthorpe to come in to share 
her expertise on oral hygiene and we will be able to show her the 
result of our experiment with the teeth on show in our classroom. 
Although the homework for half term has already been sent out it 
would be really beneficial if those children who have not yet mastered telling the time 
were to practise over the holiday. They need to be able to tell the time on an analogue 
clock and to be able to convert from analogue to digital (12 and 24 hour) and vice versa. 
A link as mentioned before is on the class page of the school website. It is an important 
life skill which will really help with their problem solving.  
 
 

Maple   
 
The children have worked really hard in literacy and it has been lovely to see the range of ideas 
that have been generated from the class book ‘Window’.  We have used this to create diary 
entries for from the The end of the third term and it seems like the year is flying by so quickly. 
perspective of someone within the story and to improve the children’s use of description 
which we will revisit through the year.  During the last few weeks we have related the story 
more closely to our topic of land use and have been developing the skill of constructing a 
balanced argument and then debating the opinions around it. 
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In numeracy we have dedicated time this term to improving understanding of fractions and measurement.  It is clear 
that all the children have made progress, which is fantastic to see.  We have continued to practice the use of core 
operations, and this will continue until the end of the year with progressively harder challenges.   
In our Topic lessons we are now moving on from land use, how it’s changed and what it’s used for to a new 
geography based section of habitats, climate zones and the water cycle.  This will include exploring the current and 
potential impact of climate change.  During next term the class will also have the opportunity examine Fairford Town 
and develop their fieldwork skills, seeing part of the water cycle and also take the opportunity to explore how our 
town is developing today.  
Our science topic - materials and their properties - has been fully concluded.  During the term the children have learnt 
about: mixtures, solutions, saturation and reversible and irreversible changes through fair and observational 
experiments.   
Again, I would like to thank everyone that has helped or supported the class this term.  The class really appreciate the 
time and support that you offer.  If anyone else is interested in offering their support to the class during the coming 
terms please get in touch via bmorris-taylor@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk 
I look forward to seeing you all again next term.   
 

 
Elm Class 
 
Aha me hearties, we be studying ‘Treasure Island’ this term… And, as you can see, we are 
fully immersed in the pirate world! At the start of term, we began by focusing on the 
characters and how they are all linked (some in very complicated ways!). Since then, we 
have moved onto a narrative of the events leading up to setting sail and we are now writing 
letters home from our journey across the Atlantic Ocean. We have also written the ‘Pirate 
Code’ based on our value of ‘Respect’ this term. In geography, we are studying the map of 
Treasure Island – we have looked at direction, scale, grid referencing and map symbols and 
are now applying them to our own Treasure Map. Linked to this, in DT we are creating an 
‘Operation’ style game of our Island and using our knowledge of circuits in science to 
support this. In science, we have been focusing on the respiratory and circulatory systems, and last week we 
investigated who had the greatest lung capacity in the class! In maths, we are busy revising and deepening our 
knowledge of shape, co-ordinates and measure. We are also continuing to develop our arithmetic and number skills.  
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Dates for your diary:  
 
Note: sporting events are issued on a separate diary sheet and are updated regularly. Please check this area as dates 
and events are sometimes changed. 
 
 

 
Monday 13th – Friday 17th February 2017 Half Term 
 
 

Term 4 – Monday 20th February 2017 to Friday 7th April 2017 
Monday 22nd February 2017 Term 4 starts 

Monday 27th February 2017 
Monday – Friday inclusive 

World Book Day and start of Reading Week 
Year 6 Toast bar at morning break for all 

Wednesday 1st March 2017 World Maths Day 

Thursday 2nd March 2017 World Book Day 

Wednesday 15th March 2017 Science Fair (Inter School Competition) 

Wednesday 22nd March Mother’s Day sale  

Friday 24th March 2017 Red Nose Day 

Wednesday 29th March History re-enactment day 

Friday 7th April End of term 4.  
School finishes at 2pm 
Treetops closes at 5pm 

Monday 10th April – Friday 21st April 2017 Easter Break 
Friday 14th – Good Friday / Monday 17th Easter Monday 

 

Term 5 – Monday 24th April 2017 – Friday 26th May 2017 
Monday 1st May 2017 Bank Holiday 

Friday 5th May 2017 PTA Bags 2 School 

Sunday 21st May 2017 PTA Happy’s Circus returns to Fairford 
 

Term 6 – Monday 5th June 2017 – Tuesday 25th July 2017 
Monday 29th May – Fri 2nd June 2017 Half Term 

Wednesday 14th June 2017 Formal Class Photos and Year 6 Leaver Photos 

Tuesday 25th July 2017 Last Day of Term (2pm finish) 
 


