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July 2016 

 

NEWSLETTER NO 8  - Term 6 
 

The Christian Value for Term 6 is Thankfulness 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

It is hard to believe that we are at the end of another academic year at school; there has been so much change in 

terms of curriculum and assessment this year that it seems with the blink of an eye it is over! 

Thank you to everyone for all the support they have given our school this year; we really appreciate it and your help 

enables us to do so many fantastic things at school. 

I hope the sun shines for more than a couple of days during the summer and that you all enjoy time together; keep 

safe and healthy and we look forward to seeing you all in September (remember we are back on 1st September – no 

INSET days at the start of term as we have 2 weeks in October). 

Farewell Year 6 – The Class of 2016 

At this time of year we say farewell to our Year 6 children as they end their journey at primary school and start at 

their new secondary school. We all agree here that their new schools are very lucky indeed to have such a bundle of 

promise coming their way! 

Their behaviour and attitude to learning has been nothing short of exemplary, given they were the first Year 6 to 

complete the new format Year 6 SATs. The demands of the SATs were significantly increased this year and the 

children dealt with the raised expectations with a calm approach and absolutely gave their best every day. 

The results achieved by the children were above National in all areas: 

 Reading Maths GPS (Grammar, 
Punctuation and 
Spelling 

Writing (Teacher 
Assessment) 

School 79% 79% 86% 79% 

National 66% 70% 72% 74% 

 

Children were awarded a scaled score depending on the number of marks awarded. The number of marks required to 

achieve the Scaled Score of 100 was not known until all papers had been marked. A scaled score of 100+ meant the 

expected standard had been met. We had hoped that the number of marks awarded above the scaled score of 100 

would indicate if a child was judged to be working at greater depth but this has not happened, so children either met 

or did not meet the standard.  

We are really proud of all of our children and their achievements and we wish them well in everything they do in the 

future. 
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Farewell to staff 

We are very fortunate at Fairford to keep our good staff and if they do leave it is usually to follow their dreams or a 

change to their family. Indeed that is what has happened this year! 

Mrs Neale 

Mrs Neale has been at Fairford for nearly 10 years and many of you will have been extremely fortunate to have her 

teach your child. Her passion, enthusiasm and understanding of what children need is superb. Positivity should be her 

middle name as that is how Mrs Neale chooses to see life and she is totally a ‘glass half full girl’! From the moment I 

started at this school 5 ½ years ago, Mrs Neale was always so welcoming and always managed to say something 

lovely to most people on most days; that is a gift she has to make everyone feel good about themselves. 

Mrs Neale is going to be working at the same school as her husband, which is only a short distance from their home. 

Managing a young family and work is never easy so I really hope that this enables a better opportunity to spend more 

time together in their newly renovated home. 

We will miss you terribly ‘Annie’ but our hearts are gladdened with the thought that you are doing what is right for 

you and your family. You should feel very proud that you have made a difference to many children, parents and staff 

over your time at our school and all of us are immensely grateful for that. 

Mrs Martin 

Mrs Martin is one of those TAs and most recently HLTA, who will roll up her sleeves and get involved. From the 

muckiest of jobs to some of the more difficult and challenging aspects of the role she just gets on with it! She shoots 

from the hip and has a heart the size of an ox and the children who have worked with her have been very privileged 

indeed. In every school, there will be children who have suffered trauma and known difficult times; there will be 

children who find learning difficult and convention and conformity does not sit well with them; Mrs Martin excels in 

this field. She has always provided a shoulder to lean on, both for staff and children and she has a hug that could 

comfort the world – we will miss her terribly and thank her for everything she has done for the school. We hope your 

new life in Worcestershire is everything you have waited so patiently for it to be! 

Mr Baker 

Mr Baker worked with us as a student teacher a short while ago and then embarked on a year of travelling the globe. 

When Mrs Brooks moved to America at Easter, it seemed perfect that Mr Baker had returned and could work in our 

school for the last 2 terms of this academic year. He has fulfilled the requirements of the role magnificently and if we 

had a vacancy, we would have him on our staff team in a heartbeat.  

He has immersed himself totally in the busy life of our school, although I think his desire to dress up in character 

costumes may have been a point of discussion moving forward! His new school in Wiltshire is extremely lucky to have 

found such a gentleman to work in their school; the children will have an excellent role model to teach them and we 

wish him well in everything he does. 

Welcome to Staff 2016 – 2017 

We welcome Mrs Oakes, Mrs Wathen, Mr Perryman (officially), Mr Ackland and Miss Gibbons who will be joining our 

team of TAs and 1-1 TAs in September. We can ensure that they will have a great place to work in where we thrive on 

challenge and work together in achieving our goal of ensuring that all children are happy and successful learners. 
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Sports Day  

Thank you to everyone who came along to our annual Sports Day and we were thrilled that given the weather the 

previous month, that we were blessed with a dry day. 

To ensure that all of the children get to compete and the day passes with little or no disruption takes a lot of 

organisation by Mrs Peck and a tremendous amount of support by all of the staff throughout the day. Sports Day is an 

opportunity for the children to showcase all of their developing skills in the field of athletics and it really is a festival 

atmosphere with all of their loved ones there to watch and support them. 

A huge thank you to PTA for running the refreshments throughout the day; to the kitchen for providing the lunches 

for the children to eat outside, to Myles Ackland for keeping us entertained with music and  Mr Challinor for his 

unique take on the day! 

Well done to all the house teams for their endeavour and sportsmanship; you were all superb. Special 

congratulations goes to this year’s overall Sports Day house winner – EAGLES! 

Performance at Fairford 

Aladdin 

This term, the staff and children have made full use of the stage in the hall. Monday Pantomime Group performed 

Aladdin over two nights and what a showstopper it was! It truly was a spectacle and all the accolades about the show 

were so well deserved; to spend a year working on a project requires the utmost dedication by both the staff and 

children. A huge thank you to Mrs Lee and Mrs Souter for their efforts throughout this last year; the children are so 

very lucky to have this opportunity.  

The Vikings 

Following the performance of Aladdin, Year 5 gave us a Viking invasion during assembly. From the moment of the 

opening scene you could tell that the children were enjoying themselves so much. It seems they had found out that 

many things reported about people and events in history were not true and they were not afraid to tell us. There was 

much trickery too as I received a phone call during the performance telling me I had won a holiday – as I left the hall 

to claim my prize, I found out one of the children had then led a takeover of the school!!! Well done Maple class to 

you and your teachers, I am sure your Viking rap will live long in the memory of many. 

Peter Pan 

The final performance of this academic year was left to Elm class with their stunning version of Peter Pan. Throughout 

the performance, it became very apparent that this was the perfect book choice for this class. Although full of 

adventure and magic, it is a tale of a bygone era where curiosity and gentleness abound; all of these things sum up 

Elm class. Fantastic work by the adults working with the children to achieve such a performance. From reading the 

book, the writing developed, to the artwork, enterprise and stagecraft Elm class delivered beyond our already 

expectations of them. They lit up the stage, decorated our school and they should feel immensely proud of their 

achievement. Remember all things are possible ‘second star to the right and straight on ‘til morning’! 

Year 2 SATs 

As you are aware from the information about the Year 6 SATs the format and expectations for Year 2 SATs also 

changed this year. In previous years, teachers were able to give a ‘best fit’ judgement of children’s attainment, 

however this year every piece of the criteria had to be met in order to agree a judgement. 

The Local Authority moderates 25% of schools every year, meaning that once every 4 years a school will be 

moderated. This process is worthwhile but it is also time consuming. Given the new criteria and expectations we 

welcomed the process because we would gain a greater understanding of what ‘Working towards’, ‘Working at’ and 

Working at Greater Depth’ looked like. 
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Every child’s work in reading, writing and maths had to be prepared for moderation and then on the day, the 

moderator chooses a percentage they look at in great detail. The moderation took the whole day and we were 

thrilled that all of our judgements were agreed. Well done to the Year 2 team for their superb effort in this process. 

During the time the children in Year 2 sat their tests or ‘quizzes’ as they have so fondly become known in Year 2, I was 

quite blown away by their calmness and ‘give it a go’ approach. They loved their breakfast in the morning and I am 

positive they enjoyed the assessments too. Well done children and well done to all of the parents and carers for 

supporting your children! 

National data for KS1 Teacher Assessment 2016 is not yet available to compare school with National but please our 

results below: 

 Reading Writing  Maths 

School 78% 66% 73% 

 

Attendance 2015 – 2016 

I am thrilled to announce that 38 children have been awarded with 100% attendance this year – well done! Our 

whole school attendance target was 97%+ this year and therefore we have given certificates to all children with 97%+ 

attendance – a wonderful achievement. 130 children achieved 97%+ so 168 children in total including the 100% 

attendance. With illness throughout the year, this is a fantastic achievement. 

Our overall attendance as a school up until 19 July 2016 is 97.23% which is a great improvement from 95.6% last 

year. I am hoping that the additional week at October half term will give families an opportunity to have a holiday 

together without the financial penalty of school holiday prices and it will also assist with the usual bugs and viruses 

being kept at bay if we are not altogether at school. 

Thank you for all your support in regard to attendance at our school; let’s keep it up next year! 

Log Cabin Opening 

We held our official opening of the Log Cabin on the 14 July and combined it with our annual thank you lunch. It was 

an amazing morning and superb to share it with so many people who had helped the project to become a reality. 

So many people worked together on the project and it really was about celebrating community as without our 

community, we would not have the stunning woodland landscape filled with magnificent resources for our children to 

learn from. A huge thank you to everyone from us all. 

When we return in September, we will open up the Log Cabin and woodland area for you all to come along and have 

a look. 

Science Dome 

Many of you will have seen the ‘Dome’ nestled in the woodland near to the school field. It is our aim to have this up 

and running as a scientific learning space during Term 1. When we have completed the fixtures and fittings, we will 

have an opening ceremony to which you will all be invited. When children are learning about science we want it to 

happen everywhere but we feel an identified Science Dome will enable them to see themselves as active scientists of 

the future. 

Animals 

You may have noticed that sadly our chickens have found new homes. Without the leadership and dedication of Mrs 

Martin, we have decided that we would not have been able to give the time needed to provide the best care and 

attention they deserved. We will however still have the quails and the rabbits, which every class will have the 

responsibility of looking after on a daily basis. 
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We will endeavour to find a use for the large pen we now have available where the chickens used to run free! Watch 

this space…. 

Awards at Fairford 

Fantastic news as we have achieved Gold for another year in the Sainsbury’s School Games Awards – well done Mrs 

Peck and everyone who has contributed towards sporting excellence this year. 

We hope to hear very soon that we have been successful in achieving the Primary Science Quality Mark Gold. This is 

not easy to achieve and is due to the ‘driving forward’ of this subject by Miss Lea and all of the staff who have 

supported her in further developing this subject at Fairford. 

Recently, we have started the process of applying for the Arts Mark and we have lots of exciting whole school and 

class projects planned for this next year. It will take around 18 months to achieve the award so we will keep you 

informed of progress along the way. 

We are also working towards the Anti-Bullying Quality Mark, Autism Mark and Green Flag status. Exciting times at 

Fairford! 

PTA 

We are so fortunate to have such a dedicated PTA at Fairford and a number of parents and carers who offer support 

at specific events. Thank you for a year of hard work and fundraising for the children at our school. The children, staff 

and families all applaud your dedication to the cause and we all look forward to working with you again next year. 

There are so many things around us that have been a real community effort as we work together to ensure the 

children at our school can have the best opportunities and facilities provided for them. 

SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools) 

In October 2011, the school had a SIAS (now SIAMS) Inspection. This followed the Ofsted Inspection in September 

2011 and the judgement for both was Satisfactory. We have since had an Ofsted Inspection, November 2013 which 

judged the school to be ‘Good’ in all areas. SIAMS Inspections take place every 5 years so we will be due our 

inspection anytime from September. 

Every term, along with Foundation Governors Christian Values meetings are held at school. We also have regular 

visits from the Bishop’s Visitor Daphne Philpot, as well as a system of self-evaluation and rigorous monitoring across 

the school. We feel very prepared and are hoping for the best possible outcome with the SIAMS Inspection. Parents 

and carers will be notified as soon as we are aware of the confirmed date. 

Caterlink 
New menu: A new menu will be available from Spetember. A copy is on the website. Caterlink are trying to get copies 
of their new menu to give to Parents by the end of term, but there is a delay at the printers. Please note, the “packed 
lunch” option will not be available in September. 
 
Coming late to school? Caterlink have informed us that the meal order must be with them by 9.30am and that no late 
orders can be put through after this time. This means that if you are going to be late into school for whatever reason, 
you must remember that you need to notify the school office of your child’s meal requirements before 9.30am or 
provide them with a packed lunch. 
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Gardeners needed: Can You Help?  
As Summer is upon us are you able to offer a few hours helping tidy up and watering our outside garden area.  We 
would welcome any spare hands available doing some simple gardening tasks.  We are also looking for any donations 
of compost, manure etc . If you are able to help please contact Mrs Lydnsey Bateman via the school office or email 
lvbateman@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk.  All help, would be greatly appreciated. It doesn’t have to be every week – just 
what time you can spare to help us teach our children how to grow plants and vegetables. 
 
F 

 
 

Disney Day – Friday 15th July 2016    
“My favourite day ever!!!”  
Children and adults alike had an amazing Disney treat day. The costumes were fantastic, thank you as always to 
Parents and Carers for your support with this. We started the day with a whole school Disney Singalong session and 
then children returned to classes for different Disney activities. During the morning we had 2 surprise visitors to the 
school … Elsa and Aurora. The princesses spent time in each class talking with the children and posing for photos. 
Darth Vader also popped in to see the children and even challenged Miss Jones to a duel!!  
Lunch time saw a Mad Hatter’s tea party – a massive thank you to the kitchen for all their efforts in preparing this. 
The children also had the chance to visit the prop shop for a Mad Hatter’s inspired photo. at lunch time. In the 
afternoon, children visited different classrooms for a Disney DVD of their choice.  This event was a celebration of class 
enterprise and the funds they raised at their class stall during the Summer Fayre. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Reading Challenge - The Big Friendly Read  
The Summer Reading Challenge takes place every year during the summer holidays. You 
can sign up at your local library, then read six library books of your choice, collecting 
stickers and other rewards along the way – all FREE. Once registered with your local 
library children can also login online and track their reading, play games and even create 
their own avatar!! Please visit http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/sign_up for more 
details. We had 53 children complete the challenge last summer … let’s see if we can 
double that number!!! Children that complete The Big Friendly Read will be invited down 
to Watkins Woods for an afternoon of storytelling, adventures and marshmallow 
roasting!!! Happy Reading!!! 
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Class Updates 
 

 
Apple 

We have had an extremely busy final term in Apple Class and the children have been fantastic.  
They all thoroughly enjoyed our trip to Cotswold Farm where the children learnt a lot about 
different animals and the way that the farm works.  This became a focus for some of our writing as 
well as the children recounting some brilliant facts. 

As well as the farm trip we have continued with our topic of fairy tales with Three Billy Goats Gruff 
and Sleeping Beauty.  

In Apple Class we have been lucky enough to purchase a lot of new equipment which has inspired 
the children to independently explore mathematical concepts.  Recently we have also acquired a writing shed, which 
the children have already started to use with great enthusiasm! 

Thank you to all of those parents that attended our recent class performance.  We are sure that you will agree that 
the children’s confidence has grown throughout the year.  As well as this we were very proud of all of the children 
that auditioned and participated in Fairford’s Got Talent. 

At this time of year we sadly have to say goodbye to members of staff.  We would like to say a very big thank you to 
Myles who has tirelessly given his time to help Apple Class.  Luckily we will still be seeing Myles as he takes on 
another role further up the school and we know that he will be a real asset to them. 

As you know Mr Baker has worked in Apple class for the last two terms.  He now leaves to take on a new position as a 
year two teacher in a new school.  The children have benefited immensely from having Mr Baker and we know that 
they will be sorry to see him go.  We would like to wish Mr Baker every success as he begins his new venture. 

Finally we would like to thank each and every one of the parents for their continued support throughout the year. 

We would like to wish everyone a very safe and happy holiday and we look forward to seeing you all again in 
September. 

Walnut 
 
Miss Jones & Mrs Robinson have shared so many incredible memories with their amazing Walnut children this term. 
Walnut have pressed on through with their learning right up until the very end of term, completing many enrichment 
weeks for foundation subjects, such as visiting The Land of Disney (music), The Land of India (Hinduism/Geography), 
The Land of Plants (science) and The Land of Planets (space and Holst study) at the top of The Faraway Tree. We have 
‘flown on a plane’ to Disneyland Paris, grown our own plants, had our hands decorated with henna designs and have 
started extra-curricular study into space – Miss Jones had to slip Star wars into her teaching somehow this year!   
 
Miss Jones and Mrs Robinson would like to take this opportunity to thank our FANTASTIC Walnut children and 

parents - we have had an unforgettable year. We have truly enjoyed every minute of it. 
Have a thoroughly enjoyable summer together and remember to always appreciate the 
little things!  
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Cedar  
It’s hard to believe that 6 terms have passed and we are about to enjoy the summer break before embarking on a 
new school year!We’ve covered so much during this year … skills which the children will continue to hone during Year 
3 when they become Oak Class. 

 
As the final term comes to a close, we have continued to work hard, investigating plants in science, 
exploring poetry in literacy whilst in maths, continuing to consolidate our times tables. 
 
The National Test results were very pleasing and it was great to see how well the children 
demonstrated their knowledge.I am very proud to be their class teacher and thrilled to be moving up 
the school with them. 
 
Enjoy the summer break!  

Cypress  

A fabulous end to Year 2!! The children have been as busy as ever; learning the recorder, finding 
out about rivers and the water cycle and planning investigations to prove the best conditions for 
germination.  
Cypress have displayed fantastic talent when learning the recorder. They have mastered holding 
the recorder correctly (although left and right still causes problems for a few!!), have followed 
instructions beautifully and then performed songs PERFECTLY!! Buzzy Bee being my firm 
favourite!!  
Children were involved with their own Enterprise project and decided to create a Wind in the Willows themed game 
for all to play at the Summer Fete. They wanted to include a chocolate element so between the two classes made 
over 200 handmade chocolate flower and painted two giant boards to host the co-ordinates game. Well done Cypress 
class for your original ideas, enthusiasm and chocolate making skills. Alongside all other classes, Cypress LOVED 
Disney Day as their reward – even meeting real life princesses!!  
You have been a delightful class and we have enjoyed seeing how you have all developed and grown over the year. 
You are all ready for the challenge of Year 3, Miss Lea is lucky to have you!! Please come back and say hello to us from 
time to time!!!  
Well done Cypress on a fantastic year – Mrs Cotton, Mrs Leach, Mrs Gray, Mrs Coxhead, Mrs Philp and Mr Perryman. 
Have a great summer.  
 

Oak  
 
Oh my goodness, we’ve made it to the end of another year! It seems incredible but, 
when I look at all that the children have achieved and the progress they have all made in 
many aspects of their learning, I am amazed that it has only been one year!!  
We have had a truly memorable year together as we have:  
* travelled through time, from the Stone Age to the Ancient Egyptians,  
* explored continents as we have mapped the United Kingdom, Europe and Africa; and  
* investigated scientific enquiries into different types of rocks, reflections and light, the 

functions of the parts of plants, magnetic forces, human and animal growth and space.  
Almost everyone in Oak Class is now a Free Reader, our phonic and common exception word spellings are improving 
every week and we have enjoyed writing for many different purposes; developing our vocabulary, sentence structure 
and presentation skills.  
Our engagement with maths has changed considerably this year. We have spent more time discussing what we know 
so that we can apply it to increasingly challenging real-life situations and supporting each other’s achievement along 
the way. Most of us have developed our times tables knowledge and some of us are now secure on our tables to 12 x 
12 - a fantastic achievement for year 3 pupils!  
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Over the year we have seen new friends arrive and some leave but we have made memories together, particularly 
our trip to Chiltern Open Air Museum where we became Iron Age workers and some of us got very muddy in the 
process!  
Having spent the past two years with your children, it has been a privilege to get to know you as families. We could 
not have achieved all we have without your support, whether emotional, physical or practical! I would also like to 
take this opportunity to thank Mrs Martin for all her hard work and support. I know the children have enjoyed their 
French and Music lessons with her and I certainly could not have managed without her as my ‘right hand woman’! I 
am sure you all join with me in wishing her every success as she moves to her new home and life beyond Fairford.  
Finally, I would like to wish you all a peaceful and restful summer and look forward to seeing you all again in 
September!  
 

Beech  
 
Wow this year has whizzed by! This term has been the best yet with pantomimes, talent shows 
and everyone working extremely hard. This term we have enjoyed our enterprise where we 
investigated and made giant bubble wands. The children conducted market research, worked 
out costings and created adverts to help us make a profit. Our trip to the Royal International Air 
Tattoo was a success and the children loved getting their wings and exploring the ‘Techno Tent’. 
Georges Marvellous Medicine has come to an end and all the children produced fantastic 
written work.  We have also finally completed our film and we will be having our ‘Premier’ in the 
new academic year.   
I am truly going to miss all of Beech class – I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know each of 
them and teaching them this year! Have a great summer! 
 
 

Maple   
Well what a talented class Maple are! We hope those of you who were able to attend our 
Viking Assembly will share our view. The whole class actively participated in our short play 
which involved the children learning the words to two songs and a poem as well as any 
individual lines that they had. It was great to perform in the hall in front of the whole 
school, parents and carers. We are giving ourselves a big pat on the back, as we had only 
practised in the hall once the day before, because of the Panto Club performance of 
Aladdin and the Year 6 rehearsals for Peter Pan. Mrs Fellows got sent to Norway on a 
Scandinavian Airways flight from Birmingham and Darth Vader otherwise known as Yang 
became the headmaster of our Viking School.  

We also have another cause for celebration as Leonie Cribley performed an amazing dance routine to Human by 
Christina Perri in Fairford’s Got Talent. It brought tears to our eyes and what made it even more special was that she 
had choreographed it herself. Well done Leonie for winning the KS2 prize; a treat for the whole class.  
The 23rd June was a really significant day for Year 5 as we were given the amazing responsibility by Mrs Fellows to 
organise an EU Referendum for the whole school to participate in. We certainly had the youngest voters in the UK, as 
being a truly democratic school, thought it best that everyone in school had a vote, including all staff. We started the 
day with an assembly when two representatives read their Brexit speeches and another two their speeches in favour 
of remaining. On a rota basis each class came to vote at our polling station. We ensured that there were at least four 
Returning Officers on duty throughout the morning checking the eligibility of the voters and marking them off the 
Register of Electors, then once they entered the Polling Station they were told the procedure for voting. The Ballot 
Box remained sealed until the big count at lunchtime and at the end of the day the results were given in the hall. 149 
in favour of remain and 100 for Brexit. Although by the time we all came to school the next day we were aware that 
our voting was mirrored by Gloucestershire but not the country and less than a month later we have our second 
female Prime Minister.  
We have had lots of fun learning together in Year 5 and hope that the children will have a successful final year at 
school when they join Year 6 in September.  
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Elm Class 
 
I can’t believe that I am already writing this: the last newsletter update for this 
academic year! What a year we have had in Elm Class… After what had already been 
an extremely busy start to the summer term, this half term has been busier than 
ever! At the start of June we had two brilliant Design and Technology taster days at 
Farmor’s. We made pizza, salsa, muffins and Chelsea buns as well as having the 
opportunity to try out some simple product design activities - a huge thank you to 
Mrs J and Mrs Alsaigh-Andrews (and their helpers!) for facilitating this. Since then, 
we have also spent two mornings in Farmor’s amazing ICT Suite where we were lucky 
enough to have some of their teachers and sixth form students show us how exciting 
computing can be. We got to have a go at programming a micro-bit and also experimented with some applications 
that we had not used before – such as one for editing photos. Again, thank you to Mr Alsaigh (and his helpers) for 
giving us this opportunity. In addition to all of these, we have also had the formal induction days at our secondary 
schools! A few weeks ago, we went to Gloucester Cathedral for our Leavers’ Service; it was a really moving session 
and allowed us to consider our next steps with other children in Year 6 from across Gloucestershire. We are now 
starting to prepare for our own Leavers’ Service on the last day of term.  
 
All of the adults in Elm Class would like to take this final opportunity to say how proud we are of each and every one 
of you. You have been a real asset to Fairford Primary School throughout your time here, but never more so than in 
your final year. You have all pushed yourself beyond what you thought you were capable of, and should be incredibly 
proud of your achievements. We will miss you all terribly, but we know that you all have a very bright future ahead of 
you. We wish you all of the luck in the world…. Please don’t forget to call in and let us know how you are doing from 
time to time!   
 
 
 

Notes from the school office: 
We hope to be welcoming back Mrs Turnbull to the office in September, which will mean we are back up to a full 
compliment of staff. Mrs Turnbull is responsible for the day to day running of the school office. Mrs Lane is 
responsible for attendance and meals and works mornings only. Mrs Hope will take on the role of Welfare officer, 
with responsibility for medical and first aid, together with Tree Tops and all other school before and after school club 
administration. Mrs Somers will return to full time Business Manager duties. Please note, all requests for Tree Tops 
bookings must be sent via the main office and not via the Business Manager, as stated on the school phone message 
system.  
 

REMINDER: Keeping Parents Informed – Changes 
In an aim to be economical we are asking parents to consider receiving items like this newsletter by email and 
through our website instead of in paper form.  Our aim is to inform parents firstly by text to the first contact on your 
child’s records notifying you of a letter/document being sent out, followed up by an email to this contact with 
attached letter/document.  Some letters will still be sent home with your child where a consent form needs to be 
completed and signed.  We would ask all parents to keep the school office informed of up to date mobile numbers 
and email addresses. Paper copies of all information sent home will still be available from the school office.  If you 
have any comments about this change please contact the school admin team on admin@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk 
 

A Safegaurding message to all parents: 
The safety of pupils and staff is always a priority.  
 
With this in mind, we ask that any parents/carers dropping off pupils at Breakfast Club, enter and exit the building by 
the front door. We remind parents/carers that access to the rest of the school at the time of Breakfast Club is 
restricted and parents may not have access to the classrooms or staff without a prior appointment. Should a 
parent/carer have an appointment to see a staff member during the breakfast club period; once they have dropped 

mailto:admin@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk
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off their children they should return to Reception to sign into the building and when they will be escorted to the 
appointment at the agreed time. 
 
We ask that parents also refrain from letting in other parents AT ALL TIMES. We understand that most of the time 
you do know each other, but there may be incidents when the person is not known to you and, more importantly, is 
not known to staff! Any visitors to school are required to sign in, (and out), at Reception with the exception of parents 
dropping off at Breakfast Club or collecting from an after school activity. 
 
Parents are also remided that the protocol for collection from an after school club, other than Tree Tops, is to remain 
in the outer foyer and at the end of the club children will be brought out to Parents. Please do not enter the school.  
 
When collecting from Tree Tops you should use the Leafield Road entrance and Walnut classroom door. All pupils 
must be signed out of Tree Tops.  Once your child has been collected, parents should not then access the school, but 
should return to the front entrance to be signed in. 
 
We ask for you co-operation in this matter. For the safety of our children we should all be mindful of child 
protection and safeguarding issues at all times. 
 

Family Holidays in Term Time 
Each year a number of children are absent from school because their parents take them away on holiday during term 
time.  A pupil’s absence can seriously disrupt the continuity of their learning.  Not only do they miss the teaching 
provided on the days they are away; they are also less prepared for lessons upon their return.  Consequently there is 
a risk of under achievement, which we must seek to avoid.  A child who has 10 days holiday each year of their school 
life will miss 24 weeks (most of a school year) of their formal education.  This is in addition to unavoidable absences – 
for instance, if your child is ill. 
 
In Gloucestershire, schools and the Education Welfare Service are working together to promote high rates of 
attendance and operate the following procedures: 

- Parents have access to information about the school’s police regarding Family Holidays in Term Time. 
- Parents who take their children on holiday without the absence being authorised by the school may receive a 

written warning that legal action may be taken if there are further unauthorised absences. 
- If parents take their children on holiday without the absence being authorised a second time, the school may 

request the Local Authority issue a Penalty Notice. 
 
Please do not ask for leave of absence for a family holiday in term time if you can possibly avoid it. 
 
Every request for a holiday in term time will be considered individually.  However, the most important consideration 
will be the effect that such an absence will have on your child’s education. 
 
Schools do not have to agree to absence for a holiday and will usually only authorise absence for holidays in term 
time when there are exceptional circumstances. 
 
Under existing legislation, parents and carers commit an offence if a child fails to attend school regularly and their 
absences are not authorised by the school.  Depending on circumstances, such cases may result in prosecution under 
Section 444 of the Education Act 1996.  Penality Notices are issues to each parent of each child.  The penality is £50 
per parent per chld.  If payment is not made within 28 days the penality rises to £100.  If payment is not made within 
42 days parents will be prosecuted in the Magistrates Court where, on conviction, they may be fined up to £1000. 
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Brigade School Uniform 
Please order new school uniforms directly from Brigade www.brigadeuniformdirect.co.uk  at sales@brigade.uk.com. 
 
At Fairford Primary we use Brigade’s online uniform ordering service, Parents Direct. This service has been set up in 
conjunction with our school to enable you to order crested uniform online anytime at your convenience with delivery 
to your door, or an alternative address of your choice. The site is easy to use, just register your details the first time 
you log on and you will be given a passcode which you can use each time you place an order.  
  

 
PE & Sport 
 
Level 1 Sport 
 

Sports Day 2016 
Thank you to all who supported Sports Day this year.  It is very much a team effort putting on a whole school event 
that involves so many children and so I am very appreciative of everyone’s help.  Special mentions to the following: 
 

 Mrs Morris and her team of helpers who provided refreshments and the setting up and dismantling 
of gazebos 

 Mr & Mrs Elliot for providing and setting up the PA system 
 Mr Challinor for his charm and wit throughout the day on the PA 
 All the staff for pulling together to do their ‘bit’, especially given that school life is so busy leaving 

little time to rehearse 
 Parents who came to support 

 
…… and finally the children for competing with such good spirit and sportsmanship. 
 
Congratulations to EAGLES who WON Sports Day 2016 
 
 
Level 2 & 3 Sport 
 
Overview for term  
 

date event 
competitio
n level 

No. of 
teams 

No. of 
children 

results 

8/6 
Y6/5 Girls KWIK Cricket 
tournament 
@ Cirencester CC 

2 1 8 3rd place 

10/6 
Y6/5 Rounders tournament 
@ Kingshill 

2 1 9 2nd place 

14/6 
Y4 Mini Red Tennis 
tournament 
@ Kingshill 

2 2 11 3rd & 5th place 

15/6 
Y6/5 Open KWIK Cricket 
tournament 
@ Bourton Vale CC 

2 2 16 3rd & 5th place 

16/6 
Y6/5/4/3 District Athletics 
@ Farmor’s School 

2 1 89 

1st place: 
Carys Davies (throw), Izzy L-F (throw), 
Heidi Hooper (sp b), Hannah Easton (sp b), 
Rebecca Cornell (sp b), Daisy Davis (LJ), 
Harriet Elliot (LJ), Lauren Pawson (LJ), 

http://www.brigadeuniformdirect.co.uk/
mailto:sales@brigade.uk.com
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Jasmin Beach (TJ), Rudy Finlayson (TJ), 
Moses P-S (50m), Grace Smith (skipping), 
Kian Dee (skipping), Y3 shuttle relay (Amy 
Holland, Rebecca Latham, Heidi Hooper, 
Megan Oliver), Y3 track relay (Daisy Davis, 
Grace Smith, Megan Lloyd, Amelie Bevis), 
Y3 track relay (Bailey Woodage, Nathen 
Wathen, Charlie Rayner, Moses P-S), Y4 
track relay (Paige Cobbett, Emily Webb, 
Harriet Elliott, Rebecca Fleay), Jasmin 
Beach (50m), Rudy Finlayson (50m), Zena 
P-S (80m), Lauren Pawson (80m), Rebecca 
Cornell (600m), Taya Dee (600m),  Y5 
shuttle relay (Annie Russell, Emma 
Prosser, Neslihan Bal, Leonie Cribley), Y5 
track relay (Jasmin Beach, Zena P-S, 
Rebecca Cornell, Izzy L-F), Y5 track relay 
(Joseph Warrington, Max Aira, Ed L-F, Jack 
Heycock), Y6 shuttle relay ((Tammy 
Burbage, Ella Fiddler, Taya Dee, Lily 
Jackson) , Y6 track relay (Rudy Finlayson, 
Elliot Gray, Luca Edwards, Yang Shi Gui). 
2nd place: 
Regan Tierney (sp b), Naomi Waldron (LJ), 
Daisy Davis (skipping), Hannah Easton 
(skipping), Brandon Higgs (skipping), Elliot 
Gray (80m), Jack Heycock (600m), Kiya 
Dee (600m), Y5 shuttle relay (Jake, Alfie R, 
Regan, Sam), Y6 track (Kiya, Scarlett, 
Lauren, Amy) 
3rd place: 
Amelie Bevis (throw), Bailey Woodage 
(throw), Joseph Warrington (throw), 
Grace Smith (sp b), Thomas Cornell (sp b), 
Kian Dee (sp b), Scarlett Aiuto (sp b) Amy 
Sayers (sp b), Connor Skrine (sp b), Bella 
Powell (LJ), Alfie R (LJ), Eren Bould (TJ), 
Elliot Gray (TJ), Paige Cobbett (skipping), 
Jack Heycock (50m), Ed L-F (600m) 

17/6 
Y6/5 County Rounders finals 
@ Hartpury College 

3 1 10 8th in County 

17/6 
Y4 County Quadkids finals 
@ Hartpury College 

3 1 10 10th in County 

17/6 
Y6/5 County Mountain Biking 
finals 
@ Hartpury College 

3 1 4 8th in County 

17/6 
Y4 County Multi-Sports 
festival 
@ Hartpury College 

N/A 1 10 N/A 

27/6 
Y6/5/4/3 Area Athletics 
@ Deer Park 

3 1 45 

1st place: 
Heidi Hooper (sp b), Rebecca Cornell (sp 
b), Regan Tierney (sp b), Lauren Pawson 
(LJ), Y3 track relay (Daisy Davis, Grace 
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Smith, Megan Lloyd, Amelie Bevis), Y4 
track relay (Paige Cobbett, Emily Webb, 
Harriet Elliott, Rebecca Fleay), Y5 track 
relay (Jasmin Beach, Zena P-S, Rebecca 
Cornell, Izzy L-F) 
2nd place: 
Harriet Elliot (LJ), Daisy Davis (skipping), 
Zena P-S (80m), Rebecca Cornell (600m) 
3rd place: 
Jasmin Beach (50m), Rudy Finlayson 
(50m), Y3 track relay (Charlie Rayner, 
Nathan Wathen, Bailey Woodage, Moses 
P-S), Taya Dee (600m), Y6 track relay 
(Elliot Gray, Luca Edwards, Yang Shi Gui, 
Rudy Finlayson) 

30/6 Y4 Mini Wimbledon 1 N/A 12 

1st: Brandon Higgs; runner up: Bertie 
Morris 
Plate competition winners: Carys Davies & 
Charlotte Bull 

4/7 
Sports Day 
@ Fairford Primary 

1 4 
whole 
school 

Eagles – 1st 

13/7 
Y5 Girls Active festival 
@ Kingshill 

N/A 1 11 N/A 

 
School Sports clubs 
A number of parents and children have asked what sports clubs are on next year and what days they will be on 
because they want to organise other activities outside school.  I therefore have outlined below the sports clubs that 
have been confirmed so far. 
 
Enrolment for the sports clubs is the first week back and they will start the second week back. 
 
Monday 
Y5 TAG Rugby – lunch time (12-12.30pm) 
Y6 TAG Rugby – after school (3-4.30pm) 
Tuesday 
Y5 Hockey – lunch time (12-12.30pm) 
Y6 Hockey – after school (3-4.30pm) 
Wednesday 
Y6 Football – after school (3-4.30pm) 
Y4 Gymnastics – after school (3-4.15pm) 
Y5 Gymnastics – after school (4.15-5.30pm) 
Thursday 
Y6 Y5 Y4 Y3 Cross Country & FUN Fitness – before school 8-8.30am) 
Y5 Netball – lunch time (12-12.30pm) 
Y4 TAG Rugby – after school (3-4.30pm) 
Y3 Gymnastics – after school (3-4.15pm) 
Friday 
Mrs G’s Multi-sports club (12.30-1pm) 
Y6 Netball – after school (3-4.30pm) 
Y3 Roaring Rugby – after school (3-4.15pm) 
Y2 Roaring Rugby – after school (3-4.15pm) 
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Dates for your diary:  
Note: sporting events are issued on a separate diary sheet and are updated regularly – so please keep checking for 
possible changes. 

 
Term 1 – Thursday 1st September to Friday 14th October2016 
September  

Thursday 1st September 2016 First day of the new academic year 2016-2017 

Monday 5th September 2016 Parents’/Carers’ class information presentations (3.00-5.30pm) 

Friday 9th September 2016 Faith Day – Religion and Art Project 

Friday 23rd September 2016 Settling in Report and Targets sent home to parents/carers 

Monday 26th September 2016  European Languages Day 

 EYFS Welcoe Pebble Assembly 9.00am 

Wednesday 28th September 2016 Parents’/Carers’ Evening (electronic booking system) 3.15-7.00pm 

Thursday 29th September 2016 Parents’/Carers’ Evening (electronic booking system) 3.15-6.00pm 

  

October  

Friday 14th October 2016 Non school uniform for books day.  
Bring in £1.00 if you don’t want to wear uniform! 

Monday 17th October 2016 School closed to pupils for INSET 

Tuesday 18th October 2016 School closed to pupils for INSET 

Wednesday 19th October 2016 School closed to pupils for INSET. 

  

 
Term 2 – Monday 31st October to Friday 16th December 2016 
November  

Thursday 3rd November 2016 Open afternoon for NewReception Intake September 2017 1.30-2.45pm 

Friday 4th November 2016 Open afternoon for NewReception Intake September 2017 1.30-2.45pm 

Friday 11th November 2016 Remembrancce Day 

Monday 14th to Friday 25th 
November 

Switch off Fortnight 

Wednesday 23rd November 2016 PTA disco TBC 

Wednesday 14th December 2016 EYFS & KS1 Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 15th December 2016 KS2 Christmas Lunch 

Friday December 16th 2016 Last day of term 2.00pm finish  – Tree Tops will finish at 5.00pm 
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Sports Camps: Club Links 
Please see below for information about sports events that are taking place over the summer holidays. 

 
 

  


