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25th July 2018  

 

NEWSLETTER 

 

The Christian Value for next term is Perseverance 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Message from Headteacher 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We have come to the end of Term 6 and this academic year. As usual, the term has not drawn to a quiet 

close but has been packed full of every type of event imaginable! 

We have had a term filled with sports and the whole school participating in Sports Day. We have had an 

astronaut walk through our doors; that certainly doesn’t happen every day. School trips, cooking with 

Kitchen Club and Year 6 making a special lunch for their parents. We have visited Farmor’s to participate in 

science activities, gone to a literature festival and even held our own writing festival. RIAT meant we all had 

the day off for INSET and 2 of our children won the engineering challenge against 19 other schools! Year 6 

performed ‘Mary Poppins’ as their end of year play over 2 nights and what phenomenal performances they 

were! Just the Service at St Mary’s for all leavers on Wednesday and the school disco to go! 

It has been an amazing school year well done to everyone who is part of our school community. Have a 

happy and healthy summer and we will see you in September. 

2018 SATs Results KS2 

Subject School National (interim) Greater Depth 

Reading 94% 75% 72% 

Writing 91% 78% 38% 

Maths 91% 76% 50% 

GPS 91% 78% 69% 

Reading, Writing, 

Maths combined 

88% 64% 34% 

*National Greater Depth not out yet for KS2 

Average scaled score: England, 2016-2018 (all schools) 2016 2017 2018 

Reading test 103 104 105 

Maths test 103 104 104 

GPS test 104 106 106 

 

School Average Scaled Score 2018 

Reading test 111 

Maths test  109 

GPS  test 110 
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2018 SATs Results KS1 

Subject School Expected School Greater Depth 

Reading 83% 41% 

Writing 80% 27% 

Maths 83% 31% 

*National not out yet for KS1 

 

 

RIAT Engineering Challenge 

Fantastic news, after many years of participating, Heidi and Daisy made a phenomenal team and won the 

engineering challenge at RIAT. Well done to both of you. Last week organisers and members of the RAF 

charitable Trust came to school to make a special presentation to Daisy and Heidi in front of the whole 

school. They knew they had won a trophy and a financial award but they were shocked to find out the 

amount was £500! In September both girls will work with the school communication team in deciding what 

to purchase. They were already thinking motors by the time the presentation had finished. I think it sounds 

like they want to win the challenge again next year. 

Eleri  

This term it has been wonderful to see Eleri come back to school. We have all missed her and can’t wait 

until September when she will hopefully be able to come back for longer each visit. I am sure the whole 

school community wishes Eleri and her family a healthy summer and we all send our love and prayers. 

Building Works 2018 - 2019 

Since the consultation to increase to 1.5 form entry (45 pupils each reception intake), and the building 

consultation earlier this year, there have been many long meetings to come up with a design that meets the 

needs of our school community but can also be completed within budget. 

When a school increases its numbers and the site needs build additional classrooms, if this happens as a 

result of building development, the Local Authority applies for something called Section 106 funds. 

Developments across the town, will have made a contribution towards the new building and improvements 

to get the existing building ready to hold 315 pupils, however, there was not enough money from Section 

106 funds and the Local Authority is putting more than £2 000 000 towards the project subject to planning 

approval. The build will give the school an additional hall, provide a first class Early Years Learning space 

with provision for pre-school and 2 year olds. The existing building will also be converted in several ways 

with an extension to the kitchen, a new medical and hygiene room and additional break out space for 

teaching small groups. Some classrooms will also have alterations. The main office, school business 

manager, deputy head and myself will also move in to the adjoining space between the two buildings. 

When the build is complete we will concentrate further on the school grounds with new play equipment 

and re-surfacing of the playground. 

During the build, there may be changes to how we enter and exit the school building. We will provide 

regular updates in regard to this. 

Changes are as follows (but can always be subject to change): 

July 2018 – Staff Car Park will have building welfare facilities at the end of the car park closest to school and 

these spaces will be unable to be used. Designated disabled parking for school pupil only at drop off and 

pick up will be in the ramp in front of pre-school from September 2018. 

July – Aug 2018 – Internal works to some classrooms will be completed 

September 2018 – Pre-school will be in current Maple class (one of the classrooms opposite the new Year 6 

classroom). They will have an outdoor area that will be outside the classroom and is likely to move once the 

new car park is built in the orchard. 



 

 

Fairford C of E Primary School, The Park, Leafield Road, Fairford, Glos, GL7 4JQ 

Tel:  01285 712543                                                        www.fairford.gloucs.sch.uk 

3 

 

September – October 2018 (subject to planning approval) – new car park will be constructed in the orchard. 

New trees will be planted at the front of the school as part of the development to replace any existing trees 

removed. 

October 2018 – Main office will relocate to near the current KS2 entrance, we will keep you updated with 

this aspect of the works. 

October 2018 – Pre-school building will be demolished (subject to planning approval due end of July 2018). 

October 2018 – Foundation work will begin (subject to planning approval). 

April 2018 – Kitchen will be extended (subject to planning approval). 

April 2018 – Office function including the business manager, deputy head and myself will move to an 

external office in the new car park. Access will be secure. The link between the two buildings will begin 

construction (subject to planning approval). 

August 2019 – Building completed. 

September 2019 – Officially a 1.5 form entry school (reception intake each year only). Pre-school, 2 year 

olds room and Reception will be in the new building. Years 1-6 will be in the existing building which will 

have 9 rooms for classes. The new build classroom near the orchard (currently year 6) was built as surplus 

to school requirements once the build is complete and we will look at how we will use this space from 

September 2019 over the next year. 

Classes at Fairford from September 2018 

From September 2018 we will have pre-school inside our school. There will be a further 10 classes from 

EYFS – Year 6. Two reception classes totalling no more than 45 children; two Year 1 classes totalling 48 

pupils; one class in Years 2, 3 and 4; two classes in Year 5 totalling 49 and one class in Year 6. 

In total there will be 261 pupils in September 2018. Pre-school have 42 children on role and 24 places are 

taken up each day. 

New Staff – Welcome 

In preparation for September 2018 we have employed additional staff: We are delighted to welcome: 

Mrs Bullingham who will be EYFS Phase Leader and teaching in Apple 2. 

Mrs Ewens who will be teaching in EYFS Apple 1. 

Miss ….. who will be in EYFS as class HLTA Apple 1 from September. 

Mrs Hackett who has been with us this term and will be in Year 1 Willow Class as class TA from September. 

Miss Davis who will be 1:1 TA in Year 4 from September. 

Mrs Stratford who will be 1:1 TA in Year 5 from September. 

 

Old Staff – Farewell 

We are saying farewell to some of our TAs this summer and we wish them the best of all things as they 

embark on new adventures. 

Mr Ackland is taking up a full time TA role at a different setting. 

Mrs Lane is beginning a new job in the local area. 

Mrs Cobbett is relocating with her family. 

We thank them for their hard work and dedication to the children at Fairford Primary School. 

Class Information Sessions September 2018 

Year Group Date 

Year 1 Tuesday 4
th

 September 3.15pm – 3.30pm 

Year 1 (both classes) in the hall 

 

Year 2 Tuesday 4
th

 September 3.30pm – 3.45pm 

Year 2 in Cypress class 

 

Year 3 Monday 10
th

 September 3.15pm – 3.30pm 
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Year 3 in Olive class 

 

Year 4 Monday 10
th

 September 3.30pm – 3.45pm 

Year 4 in Beech class 

 

Year 5 Thursday 6
th

 September 3.15pm – 3.30pm 

Year 5 (both classes) in Maple class 

 

Year 6 Thursday 6
th

 September 3.30pm – 3.45pm 

Year 6 in Elm class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs J Fellows 

Headteacher 

 

Volunteers 

Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped out with swimming, trips, reading, times tables, Forest 

School, sport assemblies and general classroom support. All of this helps our children to be involved in their 

learning and gives them opportunities to participate in lots of activities. 

 

If you would like to volunteer at Fairford please speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance and 

they will sign post you to the School Business Manager, Kate Somers who will inform you about relevant 

paperwork you will need to ensure good safeguarding practice is in place. 

 

Secondhand Uniform 
Should you require any information regarding what is available at the secondhand uniform sale please 

email fairfordschooluniform@gmail.com. 

 

School Uniform Ordering 
To ensure your new school uniform is delivered in time for the new academic year all orders must be 

received by Brigade by 7
th

 August 2018.   This will guarantee your order will be delivered.  Orders received 

after this date cannot be guaranteed to be delivered before the new academic year.  Orders can be placed 

via www.brigadeuniformdirect.uk.com  

 

 

 

Class Updates 

Apple 
 

This year, all of the adults in Apple have really enjoyed watching the progress of your children.  Indeed, it is 

difficult now to look back and remember how young they seemed when they first entered Apple!  It has 
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been an extremely busy year, but the children have embraced every learning opportunity  fully enjoying 

their Train Journey and the experiences offered. 

We would like to thank all of the parents for their support throughout the year.  It has been a 

wonderful partnership where parents and teachers have worked together to ensure that their 

child has made good progress. 

We hope that you and your child have a really fun, relaxing holiday and we are looking forward 

to seeing the children returning in September. 

All the staff in Apple 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walnut 
Walnut have loved the sunshine and have enjoyed so much fun when writing Faraway Tree stories using the 

‘Boxing Clever’ method, wrapping up our final weeks in Walnut. Miss Jones treated Walnut 

to a ‘Disney World of Reading’ treasure chest of books, which has led to hours of 

storytelling and sharing our favourite traditional tales. As a little side topic, Walnut has 

been studying ‘Animal Classification’ in  science, which led beautifully to a visit to ‘The 

Land Before Time’ where we have discussed carnivores and herbivores at length! The 

Walnut school reports have demonstrated how much progress and perseverance these 

5/6 year old children have undertaken this year – a very successful year, notably in our reading and phonics 

screening results. This is all thanks to our home-school partnership, where our combined efforts of parents 

and teachers has ensured that reading standards have continued to progress, giving our children such a 

boost with their learning.  Mrs Robinson and Miss Jones would finally like to thank all Walnut parents for 

such a fabulous year, for all of our generous gifts, ‘thank yous’ and kind messages - it really does mean the 

world to us. Have a smashing summer everyone!   

 

 

Cypress 
Cypress have had a fabulous year, showing more enthusiasm than ever! One of the biggest highlights during 

term 6 has to be learning about the Plague and the Great Fire of London. The children have 

been highly engaged with this topic and have really enjoyed making their Tudor houses to 

recreate the great fire in our very own local fire station! Cypress have definitely become 

experts on fire safety and have learnt about how quickly fire can travel under certain 

conditions (which I’m sure they would be very happy to talk to you about!) Alongside this, 

Cypress have written fantastic fire descriptions, stories and newspaper reports, which has 

really consolidated what they know! It has been an absolute privilege to teach Cypress this 

year and they will all be truly missed. The adults here in Cypress wish you all a well-
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deserved summer break and an exciting new start in Year 3.  

 

 

Oak 
 

Oh my goodness, we’ve made it to the end of another year!  It seems incredible but, 

when I look at all that the children have achieved and the progress they have all made 

in many aspects of their learning, I am amazed that it has only been one year!!  At our 

Changeover day last year, I read the children the story of The Little Acorn and it has 

been a pleasure to be part of our ‘little acorns’ growing into ‘little oaks’! 

 

We have had a truly memorable year together as we: 

• travelled through time, from the Stone Age to the Ancient Egyptians,  

• explored continents as we have mapped the United Kingdom, Europe and Africa; and 

• investigated scientific enquiries into different types of rocks, reflections and light, the functions of 

the parts of plants, human and animal growth and magnetic forces. 

 

Almost everyone in Oak Class is now a Free Reader, our phonic and year 3/4 key word spellings are 

improving every week and we have enjoyed writing for many different purposes; developing our 

vocabulary, sentence structure and presentation skills. 

 

Our engagement with maths has changed considerably this year.  We have spent more time discussing 

what we know so that we can apply it to increasingly challenging real-life situations and supporting each 

other’s achievement along the way.  Most of us have developed our times tables knowledge and some of us 

are now working on our 99 Club challenges - a fantastic achievement for year 3 pupils! 

 

Over the year we have seen new friends arrive and some leave but we have made memories together, 

particularly our trip to Puzzlewood and Chepstow Castle where we became Dragon Hunters (in and out of 

the snow!). 

 

In addition, it has been a privilege to get to know you as families as we could not have achieved all we have 

without your support, whether emotional, physical or practical!  I would also like to take this opportunity to 

thank Mrs Coxhead and Mrs Lane for all their hard work and support over the year.  It has been a real team 

effort in Oak Class this year but, most of all, thanks must go to the children for working so hard to achieve 

their goals and making our jobs so much easier through their pure desire to learn which I am sure will 

continue to grow and develop through the rest of their time at Fairford. 

 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a peaceful and restful summer and look forward to seeing you all again in 

September! 

 

 

Beech  
We do like to talk about the weather, we moan when it rains and complain when it’s too cold, we like a bit 

of sunshine, but boy has it been hot this term. What a good excuse to do our maths problem solving in 

Watkins Wood and stay cool at the same time: outdoor learning with a dual purpose. 

This term in RE the children have learnt about significant events in the Christian Calendar and have created 

a timeline of events in their lives and discussed what events may be of importance in their futures. 
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As the children say goodbye to Year 4 they completed looking at the 

Anglo-Saxons by making brooches inspired by the Sutton Hoo treasures, 

learning that despite living in such frugal conditions they were master 

craftsmen and could make exquisite jewellery.                                                                    

Beech didn’t get to go on a bear hunt but we did go on a bug hunt and 

found a multitude of creatures that we were able to identify and classify 

in connection with our science topic Living Creatures and their habitats.  

Looking back over the year it has certainly been action packed, lots of learning 

going on and crammed with memorable moments.  

Here are just a few comments from some pupils:  

Tommy,” I enjoyed sports day because I like being competitive.”  

Amie, “I liked going to the Roman Baths in Caerleon because it was really 

entertaining.”  

Keira, I liked the Rainforest Trip because I liked the sloth.  

Izzy, I liked “Voice in a Million” because I had a chance to overcome my fears.  

”Oscar, “I liked dressing up as a Roman Column because I couldn’t fit through the door. 

 

Mrs Sherer, Mrs Bateman and Mrs Cobbett hope you all have an enjoyable holiday and Mrs Cobbett sends 

her best wishes as she bids us farewell. 

 

 

Birch 
This term has gone too quickly and I can’t believe I am saying goodbye to this amazing class! The two years I 

have spent with them have been my best yet as a teacher and I really am going to miss them next year. As 

the weather has been somewhat warm since May, we have spent a lot of time ou      nd even moved all our 

furniture outside on the ‘Outdoor learning day.’ We’ve solved money problems together in teams involving 

races and been on bug hunts to learn about classification. We enjoyed  learning about food chains and 

classifying trees too. Our history topic has been the Anglo-Saxons and we’ve learnt about the terrible 

punishments that were given for crimes committed and have looked at the 

treasures found at Sutton Hoo creating our own brooches and amulets after 

studying their style.  The highlight of this term for all of us was having our water 

themed treat day which they all truly deserved for their hard work and 

determination this year! I wish them all the best moving into Year 5 (and take 

solace in the fact that they are only next door so no doubt I’ll be popping in 

regularly!) 

 

 

Maple   
Scorching sun, little rain and the summer holiday has almost come… 

This final term in Maple Class has been a busy one, the children have designed and constructed their own 

mechanical toys, we have completed our exploration of the Vikings and finished our literacy lessons by 

creating our own Lost Things. 

One very enjoyable part of the term, for all the children, has been performing their play 

to the school and parents.  The children really enjoyed taking a classic tale from another 

country which was so familiar to everyone, and making it their own.  Including unique 

elements such as dancing magical black oxen, talking sparrows sitting in a window, to 

their own distinct final dance (although I still have my suspicions over who suggested the 

song !). 
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During the RIAT air show, the children from class who attended the event were extremely successful: 

winning the overall STEMworks competition they competed in.  Since the event, a team from STEMworks 

and the RAF charitable trust (who helped fund the competition) have come into school to present awards 

for the girls and present the school with a £500 cheque as part of the prize.  The whole teaching team and 

class are immensely impressed with the girls who were commended for their excellent team work, 

ingenuity and their communication skills. 

 It has been a pleasure teaching Maple Class this year.  All the children have tried extremely hard and 

worked well together throughout the year.  I wish them all the best of luck for their final year in school and 

seeing them again after the holiday as year sixes. 

I know you will all enjoy the summer and we look forward to seeing everyone again in the next academic 

year. 

Enjoy the holidays Mr Morris-Taylor and Mr Perryman.    

 

 

Elm Class 
I can’t believe that I am already writing this: the last newsletter update for this academic year! What a year 

we have had in Elm Class… After what had already been an extremely busy start to the summer term, this 

half term has been busier than ever! 

This term kicked off with our residential in Liddington. We had a brilliant week and all pushed ourselves out 

of our comfort zones, myself included! From mountain biking to trampolining and abseiling, we gave 

everything a go and had a thoroughly amazing, if rather exhausting, time!  

As soon as we came back we threw ourselves into rehearsals for our play: Mary Poppins. The children all 

pushed themselves and, from what we have heard from our audiences, the final show was well worth the 

effort! We have been inundated with kind words about the show, and we succeeded in our mission to make 

Mrs Fellows and as many family members cry as we could! We are so proud of the children - the positive 

reaction they have had is thoroughly deserved.  

In addition to the play, we have also cooked lunch for parents and carers (with the brilliant Meliny in 

Kitchen Club) and had a thoroughly enjoyable evening at Lakes by Yoo for the Leavers’ Party – huge thanks 

once again to Ms Davies and Mr Graham for hosting this.  

Earlier in July, we had Induction Days at our respective secondary schools 

which got everyone very excited about all the new opportunities to come. I 

think they are all ready for the change that secondary school has to offer, 

and I hope that they remember the foundations they have built here as 

they take their next steps. 

All of the adults in Elm Class would like to take this final opportunity to say 

how proud we are of each and every one of you. You have all pushed 

yourself beyond what you thought you were capable of, and should be very 

proud of your achievements. We will miss you all, but we know that you all 

have a very bright future ahead of you. We wish you all of the luck in the world…. Please don’t forget to call 

in and let us know how you are doing from time to time!  

 

PE & Sport - Newsletter term 6 
The summer term is always one of the busiest with regards to sports competitions.  Many of the children in 

years 3, 4, 5 and 6 have attended festivals, tournaments and competitions.  For some children it was their 

first time representing the school at a sports event and so I was very proud of how they got involved and 

took part with good sportsmanship.  We celebrated their successes and involvement in Sports Assembly last 

week. 
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At Sports Assembly we also recognised all those children that were nominated for Sportsmanship Awards 

on Sports Day by teachers and parents.  There were over 100 children nominated which is fantastic!  All 

these children received a football figure each as a reward for showing this good sportsmanship. 

The timetable for the new sports clubs will be circulated in the first week of term in view to starting the 

second week back.  It will also be published on the school website in the PE & Sport section. 

I would like to wish you all a refreshing summer holidays.  Please encourage your child to stay active and 

make sure that they get a minimum of 60 minutes activity every day! 

Mrs Peck 

 

Dates for your diary:  

Note: sporting events are issued on a separate diary sheet and are updated regularly.  

Please check this area as dates and events are sometimes changed. 

 

 

 Return to School 

Wednesday 25
th

 July 2018 Year 6 Leavers’ Service at St Mary’s Church Approx 10am 

(all parents and carers invited to attend) 

Wednesday 25
th

 July 2018 End of Academic Year 

School Closes at 2pm.  Treetops finishes at 5pm. 

  

ACADEMIC YEAR 2018 – 2019 

Published through Gloucestershire County 

Council 

 

Monday 3
rd

 September 2018 INSET Day 

Tuesday 4
th

 September 2018 School Open to Children 

Thursday 18
th

 October 2018 INSET Day 

Friday 19
th

 October 2018 INSET Day 

Monday 22
nd

 October – Friday 26
th

 October 

2018 

Half Term 

Monday 24
th

 December 2018 – Friday 4
th

 

January 2019 

Christmas Half Term 

Monday 18
th

 February 2019 – 22
nd

 February 

2019 

Half Term 

Monday 8
th

 April 2019 – Monday 22
nd

 April 

2019 

Easter Half Term returning to school 23
rd

 April 2019 

Monday 6
th

 May 2019 Bank Holiday 

Monday 27
th

 – Friday 31
st

 May 2019 Half Term 

Monday 22
nd

 July 2019 INSET Day 

Tuesday 23
rd

 July 2019 INSET Day 

Wednesday 24
th

 July 2019 – 31
st

 August 2019 School Closed for Summer Holiday 

 


