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7th April 2017 
 

NEWSLETTER No. 5  - Term 5 
 

The Christian Value for Term 4 is Forgiveness 
The Christian Value for Term 5 is Friendship 

 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the wonderful support you have shown the school 

this term. Have a superb Easter break and I hope the sun shines on us all! Keep safe and healthy over the 

holiday and see you on Monday 24th April. 

 
Treetops 
A message for all Parents/Carers using Tree Tops after school club. 
Tree tops after school club is a pre-paid pre-booked only service offering tailor made child care for our 
parents and carers 5 days a week.  
Pre-booking ensures we are confident that all pupils are accounted for at the end of every school day. 
At Tree tops we have a fixed number of spaces available for each of the hours available.  We staff our 
provision based on the number of children attending. Most recently, we have had some incidents where 
these numbers have been exceeded as a result of  pupils being left in school without having been pre-
booked into Tree Tops.  
 
All parents using Tree Tops have agreed to the terms and conditions of use and have been given a copy of 
the same. A copy of is also available on the school website. To ensure that only pupils for whom a pre-
booking has been made to attend, please note as of the 24th April any pupil whose name is not on the Tree 
Tops register, and therefore, for whom no pre-booking has been made, will be brought to the school office 
and the parent will be contacted to collect the children affected. 
 
This will ensure that all pupils have been pre-booked and therefore appear on the Tree Tops register for 
that night and that payment has been made or is forthcoming. 
 
However, we do understand that emergencies happen and children will always be accommodated in such 
circumstances, but we do expect the parent or carer to notify us of the circumstances by 2.30pm at the 
very latest and that payment for the emergency booking is made on collection of the child or that night 
online. 
 
I thank you for your co-operation with this procedure, which I am sure you will agree, has pupil safety at the 
core. 
 
Julie Fellows 
Headteacher. 
 
 

         

http://www.fairford.gloucs.sch.uk/
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Reminder from Caterlink: Coming late to school 
Caterlink have informed us that the meal order must be with them by 9.30am and that no late orders can be put 
through after this time. This means that if you are going to be late into school for whatever reason, you must 
remember that you need to notify the school office as to your child’s meal requirements before 9.30am or provide 
them with a packed lunch. 
 

New menu 
The children will be bringing home a copy of our summer lunch menu, look out for it in book bags. 

 

School Meal Price Increase 
We have received the following information from the County Council: 
 
In accordance with the County Catering Contract, the price of a paid school meal will increase to £2.28 from 
Monday April 24th 2017. 

 
The County Council are reluctant to increase the price which has remained at £2.20 since 2013. However, the cost 
of labour has increased following the introduction of the National Living Wage and there have also been large 
increases in the costs of food, materials and transport during the last twelve months. We have managed to 
absorb the increasing costs of the service during the last four years with a number of efficiencies in operation. 
The service has also benefitted from a long period of food cost deflation prior to 2017. 

 
We will continue to provide fresh, home cooked nutritious school lunches to the Food For Life Gold Standard and 
are disappointed that we have had to pass on the increase in cost on this occasion. 
 
**Please note we will have a new school meal provider from September 2017. We have recently interviewed a 
selection of providers and when we return in term 5, children from the communication team will visit a 
selection of schools supervised by our staff, to sample school meals in other settings provided by the catering 
companies we have interviewed. 
 

A Safeguarding message to all parents: 
The safety of pupils and staff is always a priority.  
 

Children should not arrive in school before 8.30am unless they are attending  Breakfast Club.  Children 
attending  Breakfast Club should not arrive before 8.00am.    Children should be in the playground between 8.20am 
and 8.40am.  School gates will open in the morning at 8.20am and children must be supervised in the playground 
from this time and brought into school ready for school to start at 8.40am.  Classroom doors will be shut at 
8.45am.  Children who are late are asked to report to the school office to ensure their attendance has been recorded. 
 

School will end at 3.00pm and school gates will be opened at 2.50pm. 
 

With this in mind, we ask any parents/carers dropping off pupils at Breakfast Club, to enter and exit the building by 

the front door.  Access to the rest of the school at the time of Breakfast Club is restricted and parents may not have 

access to the classrooms or staff without a prior appointment. Should a parent/carer have an appointment to see a 

staff member during the breakfast club period; once they have dropped off their children they should return to 

Reception to sign into the building and they will be escorted to the appointment at the agreed time.  Parents/carers 

are reminded the bays outside school are for drop off only and should not be used for parking.   
 
 

We ask that you also refrain from letting in other adults AT ALL TIMES. We understand that most of the time you do 
know each other, but there may be incidents when the person is not known to you and, more importantly, is not 
known to staff!  Any visitors to school are required to sign in, (and out), at Reception with the exception of 
parents/carers dropping off at Breakfast Club or collecting from an after school activity. 
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Reminder, if collecting from an after school club, other than Tree Tops, you should remain in the outer foyer and at 
the end of the club children will be brought to you. Please do not enter the school.  
 

When collecting from Tree Tops you should use the Leafield Road entrance and Walnut classroom door. All pupils 
must be signed out of Tree Tops.  Once your child has been collected, if access is required to school you should return 
to the front entrance to be signed in. 
 

If your child has permission to walk home alone from any After School Club can we ask you notify the teacher running 
the event and also put this in writing to the School Office. 
 

Please do not turn around outside the school but instead  use the Farmor’s one way system.  This is for the safety of 

pupils both at Fairford Primary and also Farmor’s. 
 
 

The gate by the School Office will be closed and locked at 3.30pm each day, our aim through doing this is to ensure 

the playground is not used as a walk through and all children within the building are safe and secure. 
 

We ask for your co-operation in this matter. For the safety of our children we should all be mindful of child 
protection and safeguarding issues at all times. 
 

School Brochure 
The new annual school brochure is available to buy from the school office, at a cost of £8. It is a fantastic record of 
many of the exciting events that took place over last academic year. A copy is in each classroom or the school office if 
you would like to have a look before you buy! 
 

Friends of Fairford 
Thank you to everyone who has very kindly donated mugs and cups and saucers to the Friends. We still need a few 
more so if you have any you don’t need , we would be very glad of them.  They will be used for serving refreshments 
at our events instead of polystyrenene  cups. 
 
You can now purchase Happys Circus tickets on Parentpay, as well as from school, 7a and the Town Council office. 
 

PE & Sport – April 2017 
Fairford Primary has taken part in 20 sports competitions this term! – I think that has got to be a record. 
 
The competitions have been varied, some competitions have targeted children new to sports competitions or new to 
certain sports and other sports competitions have targeted those more experienced.  The competitions have also 
included many age groups too, children from Y2 up to Y6 have been taking part in competitions against other schools. 
 
We have had a number of outstanding successes, achieving the highest levels in certain sports……. 

 Rebecca Cornell and Zena Preece Smith qualified through to the County round of the Schools Cross Country 
Championships. 

 Kian Dee qualified through to the National round of the Schools Cross Country Championships 
 Y6 High 5 Netball team won the Cotswold finals to qualify through to the final County round.  They came 4th in 

the County 
 Hannah Easton and Zena Preece Smith qualified through to the County round of the gymnastics 
 Y6/5 Quicksticks Hockey team qualified through to the final County round 
 Y2 Gymnastics team won Gold at the first Cotswold Gymnastics Championships 
 Georgia Dibbs won individual Gold and Lily Sloman won individual Silver at the Cotswold Gymnastics 

Championships 
 
I have summerised the competitions in the table below.  This highlights the range and number of children involved.  I 
am very proud of all the children that have taken part. 
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Results 

(if applicable) 

21.2 Cross Country tri-series - Kingshill 
Y6 Y5 
Y4 Y3 

30 n/a Kingshill 
Y4 boys: 2nd (Moses P-S) 
Y4 girls: 3rd (Grace Smith) 
Y5 boys: 3rd  (Kian Dee) 

24.2 Cross Country tri-series – Farmor’s 
Y6 Y5 
Y4 Y3 

40 n/a Farmor’s 

Y3 boys: 2nd (Myles Cobbett) 
Y4 boys: 1st (Moses P-S) 

Y4 girls: 2nd (Grace Smith) 
Y5 boys: 2nd  (Kian Dee) 

Y6 girls: 1st Zena P-S) & 2nd (Rebecca Cornell) 

27.2 Intermediate Gymnastics Y6 Y5 10 n/a Kingshill 
Zena P-S (11th) & Hannah Easton (10th) 

qualified through to County round 

28.2 KS2 Panathlon Y6 Y5 10 1 Kingshill 2nd place 

1.3 Cross Country tri-series – Deer Park 
Y6 Y5 
Y4 Y3 

19 n/a Deer Park 

Y3 boys: 2nd (Mason Higgs) 
Y4 boys: 2nd (Moses P-S) 
Y5 boys: 3rd (Kian Dee) 
Y6 girls: 2nd (Zena P-S) 

6.3 Skipping Day – Dan the Skipping Man 
Y6 Y5 
Y4 Y3 
Y2 Y1 

Whole 
school 

n/a Fairford n/a 

9.3 Intermediate Gymnastics – County finals Y6 Y5 2 n/a 
Oxalls, 

Gloucester 
Zena P-S (15th) & Hannah Easton (41st) 

11.3 County Cross Country Y6 Y5 3 n/a 
Newent School, 

Gloucester 
Zena P-S, Rebecca Cornell & Kian Dee 

qualified to compete 

15.3 KS1 Key Steps Gymnasitics Y2 10 2 Kingshill 

Team: 1st place & 4th place 
Individual: Georgia Dibbs (1st) & Lily Sloman 

(2nd) 
 

15.3 Friendly football match v Cirencester Primary Y6 13 2 Fairford 
5-aside: L 2-3 

8-aside: W 1-0 

17.3 Farmor’s Cluster Qualifier for High 5 Netball Y6 Y5 14 2 Farmor’s 1st place & 3rd place 

21.3 Cotswold finals for High 5 Netball Y6 8 1 Kingshill Joint 1st place 

25.3 National Schools Cross Country final Y5 1 n/a 
Prestwold Hall, 
Leicestershire 

Kian Dee qualified to compete 

27.3 Cirencester Large Schools Swimming Gala Y6 Y5  1 
Cirencester 

Leisure Centre 
6th place overall 

29.3 Friendly football match v Meysey Hampton Y6 13 1 Fairford Primary W 2-0 

30.3 TAG Rugby – Fun festival Y4 Y3 22 3 Ciren RFC n/a 

31.3 TAG Rugby – Farmor’s end of season tournament Y6 Y5 17 2 Fairford RFC 2nd & 5th place 

5.4 County finals for High 5 Netball Y6 7 1 
Cheltenham 

College 
4th place 

5.4 County finals for Quicksticks Hockey Y6 Y5 6 1 
Cheltenham 

College 
10th place 

6.4 TAG Rugby – Cotswold end of season tournament Y6 Y5 10 1 
The Cotswold 

School 
to be played 

Term 
4 

High 5 Netball & Skipping Intra House 
Y6 Y5 
Y4 Y3 
Y2 Y1 

all Houses Fairford to be completed 

 
Term 5 School Sports Clubs 
The new summer school sports clubs timetable starting next term is still being finalised and so I will email it to you 
next week.  Please note that some of the clubs will start the first week back because the competitions start early in 
the term.  The competition dates are listed on the website if your child is involved in certain sports you can get ahead 
and put them in the diary. 
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Total Martial Arts 
This club continues on a Monday 3-4pm.  It is open to children from Y2,Y3 & Y4.  If you would like your child to start 
then please contact the school office who will give you the contact details of the coach to organise a taster session. 
 
Roaring Rugby 
There is now an additional session after school at Fairford on Fridays 3-4.15pm for Walnut children.  Registration and 
payment is via the Roaring Rugby website (www.roaringrugby.co.uk/bookings). 
 
Please also see their website for details about the Roaring Rugby Easter camps, flyer attached below. 
 
 

Class Updates 
 
 

 
Apple 
We have had a very exciting and busy term. The children have enjoyed their Space topic where 
they participated in lots of Science and independently created amazing rockets. The children really 
thought hard about their creations and how they could adapt their work. At Forest School, the 
children created rockets and planets from natural materials found on the forest floor. 
The children enjoyed both the Tudor History Day and Red Nose Day where they were able to dress 
up and have lots of fun! 
We are immensely proud of how well the children have progressed this term not just academically 

but socially and emotionally. They have really embraced our Friendship Tree where they have proudly placed their 
friendship heart after showing an act of kindness. The children are becoming more independent and are taking a real 
pride in their achievements. 
We would like to wish you all a very happy and restful Easter and we are looking forward to seeing the children 
returning relaxed and ready for their next exciting term of learning. 
 

Walnut 
Walnut have had a fabulous term studying the magical fairy tale of Snow White! We have scribbled down lots of 
imaginative ideas about the story, composing sentences to describe and inform in a range of genres. We have 
especially loved writing  recounts in the role of the villainous, blood-thirsty evil queen! As spring arrives, we turn to 
our next novel: The Faraway Tree! Miss Jones  has sent home an optional DT project for Walnut to create a toadstool 
house, which could be done over the Easter holidays if parents wish (toadstool homes are only a guideline, you can 
be as creative as you like with your DT idea). Our @Bristol trip is the first day back after Easter, Miss Jones will be in 
touch at the end of the holidays via text to remind everyone that our leaving time is 8.30am on Monday 24th April 
2017 and that all children need a packed lunch on the day. Have a wonderful Easter holiday, Walnut families!   
 

Cypress 

Spring is finally here and we can’t wait to start making the most of our fabulous 
grounds in the coming weeks and months.  Having a look back over term 4 it is no 
wonder we are all tired and ready for a break!!   
At the beginning of term 4 we took part in Bringing Books to Life – a dance 
workshop that told the story of the BFG.  The dance instructor was amazed how 
quickly the class picked up the sequence of movements.  This led us beautifully to 
a visit from author David Lawrence Jones.  He inspired and enthused children to 
both read and write.  World Book Day came next and we had a class full of book 
characters.  Children are really beginning to understand the importance of 
audience when they write.  They even experienced being the audience for Olive class writers – Olive class and Cypress 
class were paired up and shared stories they had been writing. 
Writing has gone from strength to strength.  Children are responding well to feedback and showing us their 
improvements in their work.  This term we have looked at different sentence forms and different sentence types.  We 

http://www.roaringrugby.co.uk/bookings
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have also learned to use a range of conjunctions to join our ideas 
together.  Cypress were keen to earn merits by using Mrs Cotton’s 
favourite conjunction ‘meanwhile’. 
World maths day was in March and we looked at the book One is a snail, 
ten is a crab.  We had great fun creating our own calcuations to match 
different numbers.  These posters are displayed in the classroom if you 
want to come and have a look.  In maths this term  we have looked at 
multiplication and division, measures and time. 
Our trip to Cadbury World was a highlight.  The children were impeccably 
behaved and this was even commented on by a member of staff.  A really 

enjoyable day. 
 
We had a visit from Dan the Skipping Man who has inspired this activity. We love to skip!!  This has encouraged many 
skipping ropes in school so can we just ask that your child’s skipping rope is clearly labelled with their name. 
  
History day was our most recent event and children had a great time. This will lead us nicely into our new topic for 
next term (more details to follow).   
Easter activities inspired our most recent writing and chidren took part in a mathematical Easter Egg hunt! 
We hope you all have a lovely Easter break. 
  

Olive 
 
Well what a term! We are certainly all in need of the Easter break!  
This term we have been busy learning about Great British geography by studying OS maps. 
We have discussed mountain ranges and can identify steep and gentle slopes by looking 
closely at the contour lines. We have also found out about the seas surrounding the UK and 
some of our rivers. Olive children are now expert map readers and are able to indentfy key 
features on a map by using a key, so make sure they put this to good use!  
Within literacy I have been blown away by the amzaing stories which have been written and 
therefore sharing them with Cypress class was a must! These stories had to be enjoyed! We 
have also finished a unit of work on instructions where we learnt a new ‘Talk for Writing’. 
We successfully then wrote a set of directions to a location in Narnia using the maps we had created. 
Maths this term has been concentrating on written methods of multiplication and division. We are becoming great 
mathmeticians and are now beginning to explain how we reached an answer using mathematical vocabulary. 
We have had two performances this term the first being in Saint Mary’s Church on Saturday 1st April where 10 
children represented the class in performing their ‘Talk for Writing’ called  ‘Why are Wooly Mammoths extinct?’ This 
was well received and again I was blown away by the confidence and clarity of their recital. Many people mentioned 
how impressed they were with our children. They couldn’t believe that Year 3 children could remember such a long 
and somewhat challenging text. Ressurrection Rock was our second performance and has also been a huge success.  I 
am so proud of all Olive and Oak children! Their hard work with practising the songs, learning their lines and helping 
direct definitely paid off! What confident young boys and girls we have! I would like to thank all parents with aiding 
them with this throughout the term. I know I have struggled to get the songs out of my head! 
Enjoy a well deserved restful Easter! After Easter, we look forward to travelling back to the time of the Ancient 
Egyptians.  
 

Oak 
 
What can I say? Oak and Olive have certainly ended the term on a high with their 
amazing production of Resurrection Rock! I hope you have enjoyed watching it as much 
as we have enjoyed producing it. 
Throughout the rest of the term, the children have learnt the written method for 
division and how to check their answers through the inverse operation (ask them to 
demonstrate their skills), they have explored map reading and are able to identify 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/Olivesfromjordan.jpg&imgrefurl=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Olivesfromjordan.jpg&docid=YBvMIX8hUM-C1M&tbnid=KmBERY8gaCWIIM:&w=494&h=500&safe=active&bih=855&biw=1244&ved=0ahUKEwjCmM7SldXPAhXKDcAKHRATCzEQMwg-KBYwFg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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manmade and natural features and have written some superb poetry.   
Our Kindness Tree has been well endowed with Acts of Kindness throughout the term which has fed into our RE and 
PSHE teaching. 
Have a wonderful and well deserved Easter Break and I look forward to seeing everyone refreshed for the Summer 
Term.  
 

Beech  
Our trip to the Newbury Rainforest at the very end of last term was a great success and the photos 
taken are on our class page on the website along with photos of the trip to the Roman Site at 
Caerleon earlier in the year. Cinnamon the sloth really made a spectacular appearance by climbing 
down really low, so we had a great view. We hope that you enjoyed seeing the pneumatic 
powered rainforest animal boxes that the children recently completed for DT. 
As our rainforest topic comes to a close we have been learning about the Yanomami tribe and 
linking this to letter writing and we have also explored the devastating effects of deforestation. 
In Literacy this term we have been looking at traditional Fairy Tales. The children have all retold 
their favourite tales to the class and we have had great fun reading several fractured fairy tales 

such as Jim and the Beanstalk by Raymond Briggs, Snow White in New York by Fiona French, The 
true story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka and The Pea and the Princess by Mini Gray as 
well as enjoying Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes. Our reading has provided the impetus for the 
children to write their own fractured fairy tales and has rekindled an interest for many to start to 
read more traditional tales. 
 
The focus in RE has been on the followers of God and we have looked at Noah and Abraham as well 

as looking at modern day followers such as the Salvation Army and are fortunate to be having a 
visit from one of their members this week to learn more about their aims and 

challenges. The children have also enjoyed hearing The Easter Story from the 
perspective of the donkey in Brian Wildsmith’s beautifully illustrated book and 

have created expressive abstract pastel drawings inspired by the donkey’s 
story, through a guided meditation. The resulting Art work is very 
interesting and each child is able to explain their own work. 
Our class violin lessons came to a close this term with a concert 
enjoyed by Year 5 who were an appreciative audience. The children 
are now able to pluck, bow and play a range of notes. As well as 
accomplishing several tunes and clapping rhythms, they have also 
learnt to read music. 
Next term’s topic is the Anglo Saxons so we will be reading Michael 

Morpurgo’s Beowulf ISBN 9781406348873. 
 

Maple   
It’s the end of the term and the children are now even closer to being in year 6. 

This term we have undertaken some more challenging topics in literacy, including creating our 
own advertising posters for the delicious Formula and advertising for the delightful Spectrum 
Hall (work all based on the class book The Last Wild). The children have also written their own 
unique stories earlier in the term based on the ideas magpied from the author’s visit or 
another story which they enjoyed. 

In numeracy, we have spent this term continuing our learning about fractions and how they relate to decimals and 
percentages, the properties of shape (which will continue next term), Roman Numerals and continuing to practise the 
four core operations. As we have progressed through the term it has been great for the children to improve their 
mental arithmetic scores and I hope that you have got to see these results as well. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jon-Scieszka/e/B000AQ4MCQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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In our Topic lessons, we are now moving on from a geography basis to the History based topic of the Vikings in 
Britain. This topic will include areas such as where they came from, their mythology, customs and culture, the effect 
they had on Britain and what finally happened to them. As some of you may have already seen, homework for this 
final week and the start of the new term is to find start to explore and investigate the Vikings. As mentioned in the 
instructions this can include making a replica artefact, a model representation or doing research and this will be 
presented in class. 

Our new science topic for the term will be living things and the environment. I can’t think of a more lovely term to 
explore the outside and observe the changes as we move into this green and warm season. The children will get the 
opportunity to learn about the different life cycles of plants, animal species and how different environments can 
affect these. 

It was fantastic to see the children outside of school singing at Rendcomb during the Big Sing event. Even though we 
weren’t the biggest class there we definitely had some clear and passionate voices. Perhaps these will come in useful 
during the class production. When possible, the photos from the event will be posted on the website so you can share 
in their day out. 

Again, I would like to thank everyone that has helped or supported the class this term. The class really appreciate the 
time and support that you offer. If anyone else is interested in offering their support to the class during the coming 
terms please get in touch via bmorris-taylor@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk 

I look forward to seeing you all again next term. Happy Easter! 

Elm Class 

In Elm Class, we have finished our study of ‘Treasure Island’. For the last few weeks of the term, we have been looking 
at another journey, this time a factual one: Shackleton’s Journey to cross Antarctica. We have applied and 
interviewed for a position on the crew; written entries in the ship’s log; written a 1st person narrative of the winter 
months in Antarctica and are now considering whether or not the journey was a failure. In 
maths, we have had a very busy term – we have covered measure, algebra and statistics. We 
discovered that algebra was actually pretty fun, and nowhere near as scary as we imagined! In 
science, we are now studying classification and have been creating branching keys for all living 
things, as well as researching the work of significant scientists such as Edward Jenner. In 
geography, we have been learning all about tectonic plates and the role they play in some 
natural disasters. We have had some real ‘wow’ moments in these lessons recently - especially 
when we spotted how the continents could all be fitted together like a jigsaw revealing the land 
mass once known as Pangea! Finally, I would like to say well done to all the children in Elm Class, 
we are in the final few weeks before SATs now, and they are all working hard in preparation for this. I know that, like 
me, they are looking forward to being able to show off all they have learnt in their time at primary school, and I know 
they will do brilliantly! 
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Dates for your diary:  Note: sporting events are issued on a separate diary sheet and are updated regularly. 

Please check this area as dates and events are sometimes changed. 
 
 

 
Monday 10th – Friday 21st April 2017 Half Term 
 

 

Term 5 – Monday 24th April 2017 to Friday 26th May 2017 
Monday 24th April 2017 Term 5 starts 

Monday 24th April Walnut to @Bristol 

Monday 1st May 2017 Bank Holiday 

Friday 5th May 2017 PTA Bags 2 School 

Monday 8th May KS2 SATS week 

Monday 15th May KS1 SATS week 

Monday 15th May Y6 Whitemoor Lakes residential trip 

Sunday 21st May 2017 PTA Happy’s Circus returns to Fairford 

Wednesday 24th May Parents’ evening  

Thursday 25th May Parents’ evening 

Thursday 25th May Year 5 assembly 

Friday 26th May 2017 End of term 5 
School finishes at 3pm 
Treetops closes at 6pm 

 

 

Term 6 – Monday 5th June 2017 – Tuesday 25th July 2017 
Monday 29th May – Fri 2nd June 2017 Half Term 

Monday 5th June  Term 6 starts 

Wednesday 14th June 2017 Formal Class Photos and Year 6 Leaver Photos 

Wednesday 5th July Y7 Intake day  

Thursday 6th July Y7 Intake day 

Wednesday 12th July Y6 show 

Thursday 13th July Y6 show 

Friday 21st July 2017 Last Day of Term (2pm finish) 

Monday 24th July 2017 INSET DAY 

Tuesday 25th July 2017 INSET DAY 
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