
 

Fairford C of E Primary School, The Park, Leafield Road, Fairford, Glos, GL7 4JQ 
Tel:  01285 712543                                                        www.fairford.gloucs.sch.uk 

1 
 

 
 

15th February 2019 

NEWSLETTER No. 3  - February 2019 
 

The Christian Value for next term is RESPECT   
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As Term 3 draws to a close, I think we are all ready for a break. The children and staff have worked incredibly hard 
this term and deserve some well-earned rest. 
 
The building project continues to progress and during Term 4 we should really begin to see substantial changes on 
the horizon. As well as what has been happening with the new build, we have been having substantial work to the 
existing building. 
 
During Term 4 we will have 2 new KS1 toilet areas and therefore the temporary toilet block on the playground will be 
removed. Staff will have access to a new staffroom during Term 4 and a work room will also be created for staff to 
plan in. 
 
The new building has had the cement laid today which will see the base floor laid. After the holidays we will really 
begin to see the brickwork begin to take shape. 
 
Each week we are in discussions about IT, room layout and organisation of our classrooms for September – it really is 
all systems go! 
 
You will have been made aware a few weeks ago that we had Ofsted on site for 2 days in January and we are still 
waiting for the report. I am sure that it will be available by the end of the first week back to school. 
Have a great half term break and thank you as always for your support of our school 
 
 
 
Mrs J Fellows 
Headteacher 

 
Breakfast Club 
From Monday 25th February 2019 Breakfast Club will open from 7.45am each  morning.  Costs will remain at £3.00 for 

the academic year.  
 

 

Live Kitchen – School Lunch Meals 
Orders for your childs meals should be through the Live Kitchen website, if you need information on how to access 

your account please contact the school office.  Pre-order cut off time is 8.55am. 

 

Universal Infant School Meals 
From September 2014 children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are offered a free universal school meal.  If you have a 

child in any of these year groups you are encouraged to complete the online form, to do this please visit 

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals - by registering your child the school could receive additional funding.  

The form is completely confidential. 
 

 

         

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
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Treetops 
Please ensure you make any Treetop bookings online – some evenings are particularly busy and whilst we will 
endeavour to place your child in Treetops, unfortunately we may have an occasion whereby we cannot accommodate 

them.  The contact number for Treetops is  07508866554. 
 

 
  
 

Class Updates 
 
 

Apple 
Apple class have had a super busy term.  
We began in the first week after Christmas exploring  
Polar regions for Polar Explorer Week. We learnt about the North and South Pole, met a Polar 
Explorer and learnt facts about Polar bears which we wrote about. The week culminated in a Polar 
Explorer activity morning with Pre School where we explored making ‘magic snow’, snowflake 
biscuits, retrieved toys frozen in ice and learnt about igloo building in our makeshift igloo den (while 
drinking hot chocolate!). 
 

For the rest of this term we have expanded our repertoire of storytelling by learning the stories  
‘The Gingerbread Man’ and ‘The Little Red Hen’.  We have learned these stories off by heart with actions and through 
learning these stories have been able to change them using our own ideas. The children have thoroughly enjoyed 
having the tools to tell their own stories and have become amazing at drawing and labelling their own story maps.  
 
Learning the story of the Little Red Hen has helped us to understand how bread is made. We had a fun afternoon 
cutting and grinding wheat into flour and tasting a range of different breads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In maths we have become masters of 6,7,8,9 and 10 and 
have thought about what is special about each number and 
about all the different ways in which it can be composed. We 
have explored the concept of ‘equals’ and made the link 
between the equals sign and scales which balance.   
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Walnut and Willow 
 

This term the children in Walnut and Willow have been exploring 
Hans Christian Anderson  through  non chronological reports, writing 
letters to Thumbelina from the Prince and creating some amazing 
stories based on his Fairy Tales. We loved reading them and are so 
proud of their achievements. They  have also been having lots of fun 
creating shadow puppets in Science and have made all sorts of 
interesting birds, animals and creatures. Children have mastered how 
to take photographs and make films in computing using the I pads.  

Watch out, we have a few budding film makers, and  the inspectors were given a real treat when Willow played their 
recorders to them, all in time and very tuneful too!        . 
 

Cypress  
We are nearing the end of Term 3 and Cypress Class have loved learning about Peter Pan and the various characters 
within the story. In art, the children have been exploring the use of printing, designing their own printing blocks, to 
create a 'friendly' pirate flag! In literacy, Cypress have been looking very closely at diary writing and have written their 
own diary entries from the perspective of Wendy and her adventures. In RE, the children have been learning about 
places which are sacred to believers and they have had the opportunity to look at various Christian and Hindu 
artefacts, which could be found in sacred places. The children really enjoyed this! Cypress class have also been 
observing the growth of plants over time and the conditions that keep them strong and healthy.  

Well done Year 2, you have worked very hard this term, keep up the great work!  

Olive 
Six weeks seem to have whizzed past after a long winter term! We haven’t stopped!  
 
We were lucky be polar explorers for the day on Friday the 11th of January.   To kick start this action packed day, we 
met a real Polar explorer who let us try on some of his warm clothing and ask him questions about what the polar 
regions are like. It was great fun moving around the different KS2 classes and experiencing the varied activities: 
looking at animal adaptations, monitoring glaciers, exploring how submarines work, loading the boat to ensure an 
equal weight distribution and knowing how to keep warm. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Literacy, we have enjoyed reading Aladdin and the enchanted lamp and have realised how different it is from its’ 
Disney counterpart! This text has inspired some magical explanation texts and some enchanted poems! The children 
loved designing their own enchanted objects and produced some excellent explanations of how they worked. Our 
poems inspired by Kit Write’s Magic Box were extremely imaginative; full of alliteration and well-chosen adjectives.  
 

Within maths we have been tackling multiplication and division and applying our times tables knowledge to more 
complex written methods of these operations. All this knowledge will provide the foundations on our work on 
fractions next term. It is great to see the pupils of Olive progressing through the 99 club each week and with 
continuous practise at home this will surely continue! 
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We have finished our rocks and soils topic in science and have had great fun making sedimentary sandwiches and our 
own fossils. The children are beginning to recognise the importance of a fair test and what variables they should keep 
the same or change in order to get accurate results to answer their research question. I hope they put this into good 
practise when completing their science projects over the next 3 weeks. 
 

Our Stone Age topic is now complete and we have all enjoyed seeing the developments in farming and housing within 
this time. We have learnt about the reliability of sources and can identify primary and secondary sources of evidence. 
Within Art and DT, we have been researching and creating shadow puppet theatres. We are looking forward to 
putting on a show soon! 
 

Chinese New Year was another fun filled day. We looked into the story of Chinese New Year, sequenced it and 
rewrote the story in our own words, and discussed how it is celebrated each year. Olive class children persevered 
with creating triangles with tangrams and enjoyed painting our own Willow Pattern plates. However, most children’s 
favourite activity was making traditional Chinese dumplings with Mrs James! I especially enjoyed eating these! 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We all definitely deserve a break! Rest up and have a great half term! I am very excited by our next Novel – Secrets of 
a Sun King! 
 

Beech 

Our rainforest topic is going well 
and we thoroughly enjoyed our trip 
to Newbury Rainforest on 29th 
January. Cinnamon the sloth was 
not as elusive as she sometimes is, 
so we were all thrilled to see her 
quite low down and wide awake, as 
apparently she was hungry and 
wanted a snack. Luigi was another 
favourite with his mop of curls. 

Following the trip, we have been writing recounts of our visit 
which will be finished before our break, then after half term we 
will be writing an information text about an animal that lives in 
the rainforest-possibly a two-toed sloth! 
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Our rainforest mixed media watercolours are almost completed and as we are saying goodbye to Alfie this term, 
thought it appropriate to publish his work. 
We have just finished off our ‘Teeth and Digestive System’ topic in science with making poo (well sort of) and l  earning 
about food chains and webs. Next term we will be learning about ‘Living things and their habitats’.   
Swimming has been continuing each Monday and the children are making great progress in their smaller groups. 
Multiplication and division has been our focus in maths and we have been working on all our times tables up to 12 

and applying our knowledge to division. We will be concentrating on written 
methods of multiplication and division next.  
Mrs Blythe joined our team at the start of term and has quickly got to know 
everyone and we also recently welcomed Miss Sim a PGCE student teacher who 
will be working with the class until Easter. 
 
 

 

Maple and Mulberry    
During this term, we have carried out some very interesting 
and successful investigations in our current science topic of 

forces.  It has been particularly interesting to discover which surfaces generate the most 
friction, along with making predictions for the results prior to conducting investigations, 
so we can compare these with the outcomes. 
 
In maths this term, we have focussed on embedding knowledge of comparing, adding, 
subtracting and multiplying fractions.  Next term, we will continue our focus on improving the children’s 
understanding of decimals and percentages, and converting between fractions, decimals and percentages. 
 
The children have particularly enjoyed our novel – The Dreamsnatcher – this term and been thoroughly engaged 
throughout our shared reading activities.  This term, we have focussed on improving our GPS skills and writing 
information texts.  Our novel next term – Tom’s Midnight Garden – will enable us to engage in more creative writing 
through character and setting description and diary writing.  We are also looking forward to our visit to The Houses of 
Parliament and engaging in debates about law making in Britain. 
 
We will continue our history topic of The Vikings into next term, discovering more about Viking raids and rulers.  
Please make sure you revisit the Year 5 webpage for useful links to the computing programs we have used so far this 
year, and continue to use throughout each term.  We also regularly upload photos of activities that the children have 
participated in. 
 
 

Elm  
 

Aha me hearties, we be studying ‘Treasure Island’ this term… And, as you can see, 
we are fully immersed in the pirate world! At the start of term, we began by 
focusing on the main characters and how the writer made us feel a certain way 
about them as the reader. We then had a go at applying this by creating our own 
pirate characters and writing about them in a way that gave the reader a clear 
idea of what they were like. Since then, we have moved onto a narrative of the 
events leading up to setting sail and we are now writing letters home from our 
journey across the Atlantic Ocean. In geography, we are studying the map of 
Treasure Island – we have looked at direction, scale and map symbols and are 
now applying these skills to our own Treasure Map. Linked to this, in Art we are drawing from observation and will be 
doing island scenes later this term. In science, we have been focusing on the respiratory and circulatory systems, and 
have been fascinated by the impact of smoking and poor health on our body. In maths, we are busy revising and 
deepening our knowledge of measure, including area, perimeter and volume. We are also continuing to develop our 
arithmetic and number skills.  
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PE & Sport  
 
Sports Clubs 
 
The NEW Sports club timetable for TERM 4 has now been published.  A copy is attached to this newsletter and also on 
the school website under the PE & Sport section.  Please check dates carefully because although every effort is made 
to run them on a weekly basis, I have to work them around competitions that take place after school. 
 
If you have any queries about sports clubs then please do not hesitate to email me directly on 
rpeck@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk or catch me in the playground. 
 
 
Sports Competitions throughout term 3 
 
Level 1: 
Gymnastics is the House competition for this term.  It follows on from what they have learnt and practised in their PE 
lessons.  The results will be announced in Sports Assembly at the start of next term. 
 
Level 2: 
These competitions took place against children from other schools. 
 
It has been extremely busy this term for competitions and festivals.  Although it has only been a 6 week term, there 
has been ten level 2 events and one level 3 event this term.  See below for details. 
 
Y6 Y5 Sports Hall Athletics 
Cotswold Finals on 10th January at Kingshill – 1st place 
County finals on 21st January at Cheltenham Ladies College – 2nd place in Gloucestershire!  
Congratulations to the 25 children from Y6, Y5 & Y4 that made up this team, you were amazing competing against all 
those larger primary schools from Gloucestershire.  This was a level 3 event which can only be entered following 
qualification. 

 
Y6 Y5 High 5 Netball festival v Meysey Hampton on 14th January at Farmor’s.  Four teams took part in a friendly round 
robin tournament against the children from Meysey Hampton.  This was in preparation for the Farmor’s cluster 
qualifier that is due to take place at the end of this term. 

 
Y4 Key Steps Gymnastics on 15th January at Deer Park – two teams of six children competed in the two separate 
competitions at this event.  They all had to complete a floor routine and a vault routine individually and then the 
scores were combined to give the team score.  Fairford achieved silver medals in both competitions! 

mailto:rpeck@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk
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Y6 Football festival on Monday 21st January at Cirencester Arena.  Mr Challinor took a team to this fun festival hosted 
by CSSN.  The children had the opportunity to face teams from other schools playing fast paced games on the 
fabulous artificial pitch at Cirencester Arena. 

 
Y2 World Cup Cricket festival on 22nd January at Kingshill – twelve children from Y2 represented Australia at a cricket 
festival hosted by the Gloucestershire Cricket Board.  It was organised to promote the Cricket World Cup which will 
be staged in England and Wales later on this year from 30th May to 14th July.  The children took part in a carousel of 
cricket activities alongside children from other primary schools. 

 
Y6 Y5 Cross Country Qualifier on 31st January at Cirencester Agricultural University.  The format for qualification into 
the county team for cross country has been changed for this year.  In previous years it has been through results from 
the tri-series that take place at Kingshill, Deer Park and Farmor’s.  These events are still taking place, but they no 
longer are the route to qualify into the county Cotswold Team.  All children competed in this qualifier with grit and 
determination because it was a bitterly cold morning and they were competing against the fastest four runners from 
each primary school.  The first ten children gained a place on the team and 11th and 12th place were noted for 
reserves.  Congratulations to the following children for gaining places in the County team:  

 

Y5 girls: Rosie W (5th) & Grace M (8th) 
Y5 boys: Oscar C (11th) & Dylan (12th) 
Y6 girls: Grace S (7th), Daisy (11th) & Cloe G (12th) 
Y6 boys: Moses (1st) & Michael (8th) 

 
Y6 Y5 Quicksticks Hockey – Cotswold final on 4th February at Deer Park.  Congratulations to the team for achieving 
bronze medals at this final.  The team faced the top eight schools in the Cotswolds and so faced some very tough 
opposition. 

 
Y5 Multi Sport Roadshow on 6th February at Cirencester College.  Fifteen children from Y5 went to Cirencester College 
to try out a carousel of sports organised be the College students.  Sports included wheelchair basketball, table cricket, 
boccia, new age kurling and goal ball.  This was an amazing opportunity and highlighted some of the sports that will 
be taking place at the Paralympic Games in 2020.  The wheelchair basketball was definitely the favourite for the 
children. 

 
Y6 Football match v Meysey Hampton on 6th February at Farmor’s.  Mr Challinor organised a friendly match which 
gave the children the chance to improve their skills.  The match was played in good spirit with two players from 
Fairford rotating onto the Meysey Hampton team for each half. 

 
Y6 Y5 Y4 Spirit of the Games Dance Festival on 7th February at Bingham Hall.  Mrs Ewens has worked hard with a 
group of twenty children from Y6, Y5 and Y4 to put together a Wizard of Oz mega mix dance.  The children performed 
it at the magnificent Bingham Hall to a large audience with professional sound and lighting.  They did an amazing job, 
a wonderful experience for all. 
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School Sports Clubs: Term 4 
 Before School: Lunch time: 12.30-1pm After School: times vary depending on venue 

Monday  
KS2 & KS1 Multi Sports – Y6 

Sports Leaders 

 

Y6 Y5 Netball – playground - 3-4.30pm – Mrs 
Peck 

sessions: 4th / 18
th

 / 25
th

 March & 1
st

 April 
 

Y5 Arrows Archery – Farmor’s school hall - 3-
4.30pm – Mr Perryman 

sessions: 4
th

 / 11
th

 / 18
th

 / 25
th

 February & 1
st

 
April 

   

Tuesday 

8.20-8.30am 
 

Whole school 
Morning 

 

Fitness 
workout 

in the hall 

Just drop in! 

KS2 & KS1 Multi Sports – Y6 
Sports Leaders 

 

Y4 Y3 Multi Sports – school hall - 3-4.30pm – 
Mrs Peck 

sessions: 12
th

 / 26
th

 February & 2
nd

 April 
 

Wednesday 

Y6 Y5 Girls Football – field - 
12.30-1pm – Mr Challinor 

sessions: 6
th

 / 13
th

 / 20
th

 / 27
th

 
March & 3

rd
 April 

 

Y6 Y5 Multi Sports - playground - 3-4.30pm – 
Mrs Peck 

sessions: 27
th

 February / 6
th

 / 13
th

 / 20
th

 / 27
th

 
March & 3

rd
 April 

 

Y6 Football - field - 3-4pm – Mr Challinor 
sessions: 6

th
 / 20

th
 / 27

th
 March & 3

rd
 April 

 

Y4 Gymnastics* - hall - 3-4.15pm – Rachel 
Rogers 

Y6 Y5 Gymnastics* - hall - 4.15-5.30pm – 
Rachel Rogers 

BEAM Gymnastics* - hall - 5.45-6.30pm – 
Rachel Rogers 

Sessions: 27
th

 February / 6
th

 / 13
th

 / 20
th

 27
th

 
March & 3

rd
 April 

Thursday 
Y6 Y5 Y4 Y3 Fun 

Fitness 
8-8.30am 

KS2 & KS1 Multi Sports – Y6 
Sports Leaders 

 

Y4 Y3 Mini Red Tennis – playground/field - 3-
4.30pm – Mrs Peck 

sessions: 28
th

 February / 7
th

 / 14
th

 / 21
st

 / 28
th

 
March & 4

th
 April 

 

Y1 Gymnastics* - hall- 3-4pm – Rachel Rogers 
Y2 Y3 Gymnastics* - hall - 4-5pm – Rachel 

Rogers 
sessions: 28

th
 February / 7

th
 / 14

th
 / 21

st
 / 28

th
 

March & 4
th

 April 
 

Friday  
KS2 & KS1 Multi Sports – Y6 

Sports Leaders 

 

Y5 Y4 Y3 Y2 Y1 Roaring Rugby* - field - 3-
4.20pm – RR team 

session: 8
th

 / 15
th

 / 22
nd

 / 29
th

 March & 5
th

 April 
 

 

PAYMNET:  
Your child can attend ALL school sports clubs run by the school for £10 per term.  This can be paid via ParentPay.  
*The following clubs are run by a separate company and so payment is direct to them: 

Roaring Rugby – payment via their website www.roaringrugby.co.uk/booking 
Gymnastics Club (Rachel Rogers) – £3 per session paid directly to Rachel Rogers for two terms in advance ie. term 1&2, 
term 3&4, term 5&6 

 
 

 

http://www.roaringrugby.co.uk/booking
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Dates for your diary:  
Note: sporting events are issued on a separate diary sheet and are updated regularly.  

Please check this area as dates and events are sometimes changed. 
 

 

 

 

Monday 18th February 2019 – Friday 22nd February 
2019 

Half Term Week – School Closed 

Wednesday 27th February 2019 Puzzled Parents – 9am Log Cabin 

Thursay 28th February 2019 Year 6 Fundraising Cake Sale 

Tuesday 5th March 2019 Cadbury World Trip Year 2 

Thursday 7th March 2019 World Book Day Visit by Supersaurs 

Friday 8th March 2019 Spelling Bee – Year 3 

Monday 11th March 2019 – Friday 15th March 2019 Mock SATs Week – Year 6 

Tuesday 12th March 2019 Dental Survey for Reception Children – organised via NHS 

Friday 15th March 2019 Red Nose Day – Non-uniform with family donation 
Red Noses available to purchase from the school office 

Friday 15th March 2019 Big Bang Trip NEC – Year 3 and Year 6 

Monday 18th March 2019 Houses of Parliament Trip – Year 5 

Tuesday 19th March 2019 – Friday 22nd March 2019 Book Fair 

Provisional - Monday 1st April 2019 Provisional – Music Concert 5pm – 6pm TBC 

Tuesday 2nd April 2019 Dress Rehearsal for Year 3 

Provisional - Wednesday 3rd April 2019 Dress Up Day for National Autism Week TBC 

Thursday 4th April 2019 Year 3 Show – 6pm  

Monday 8th April – Monday 22nd April 2019 Easter Break 

Tuesday 16th April 2019 Allocation Day for September 2019 Intake 

Monday 6th May 2019 Bank Holiday – School Closed 

Monday 13th May 2019 – Friday 17th May 2019 Year 6 SATs Week 

Tuesday 14th May 2019 Bags 2 School Collection 

Friday 17th May 2019 Sports Day 

Monday 20th May 2019 – Friday 24th May 2019 Year 6 Residential Week 

Monday 27th May 2019 – Friday 31st May 2019 Half Term Week 

Wednesday 5th June 2019 Y6 Leaver’s Service at Gloucester (Depart at 9am) 

Wednesday 5th June 2019 Puzzled Parents Group 9am – Log Cabin 

Friday 7th June 2019 Colorfoto Group Photos and Individual Year 6 Photos 

Tuesday 18th June 2019 Prayer Space Day 

Thursday 4th July 2019 Fairford Writing Festival 

Friday 5th July 2019 Fairford Writing Festival  

Tuesday 9th July 2019 Dress Rehearsal for Year 6 

Wednesday 10th July 2019 Year 6 Show to Parents – 6pm 

Thursday 11th July 2019 Year 6 Show to Parents – 6pm 

Friday 12th July 2019 Reports to Parents 

Monday 15th July 2019 Open Classroom 3pm – 4.30pm. 

Thursday 18th July 2019 Year 6 Leaver’s Service – St Mary’s Church 

Friday 19th July 2019 School finishes at 2pm, Treetops finishes at 5pm. 
 
 

 

Academic Year 2019 – 2020 
Monday 2nd September 2019 INSET Day 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 INSET Day 

Wednesday 4th September 2019  School re-opens 

Thursday 24th October 2019 INSET Day 

Friday 25th October 2019 INSET Day 
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Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 2019 Half Term Week 

Friday 20th December 2019 School Finishes at 2pm, Treetops Finishes at 5pm 

Monday 23rd December – Friday 3rd January 2020 Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January 2020 School reopens 

Monday 6th January 2020 – Friday 10th January 2020 Bikeability for Year 5 

Monday 13th January 2020 – Friday 17th January 2020 Bikeability for Year 5 

Monday 20th Janaury 2020 – Friday 24th January 2020 Bikeability for Year 5 

Monday 17th February 2020 – Friday 21st February 2020 Half Term Week 

Friday 3rd April 2020 School finishes at 2pm, Treetops finishes at 5pm 

Monday 6th April 2020 – Friday 17th April 2020  Easter Break 

Monday 20th April 2020 School reopens 

Monday 4th May 2020 Bank Holiday – School Closed 

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 2020  Half Term Week 

Friday 17th July 2020  School Finishes at 2pm, Treetops finishes at 5pm 

 


