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October 2016 

 

NEWSLETTER No. 1  - Term 1 
 

The Christian Value for Term 1 is Perserverance  
The Christian Value for Term 2 is Trust 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Message from Headteacher 

 

I hope you all have a fantastic half term break and following on from the letter sent out in February about 
adding 3 INSET days on to the 7 day October half term, I do hope that it will have an impact on lessening the 
spread of coughs, colds and flu and that many of you will have taken the opportunity to find a cheaper 
holiday break than in normal school holidays. 
 
The staff and children have certainly been working very hard since their return in September and the school 
is a celebration of all their efforts over the past term. When we return to school on Monday 31 October we 
will have 7 packed weeks of learning before we break for Christmas. It is always a magical time of year 
where we have so many exciting things happening both in the school day and outside of the school day. 
 
This year, like last year, we will be holding our Christingle Service at St Mary’s Church on Sunday 4th 
December at 4pm – we do hope you can join us! Please do look at the diary dates on the Newsletter and on 
the website to ensure you don’t miss anything. 
 
On Thursday 13 October we had our SIAMS Inspection (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist 
Schools). There are many aspects to the inspection and they take place every 5 years. We will be provided 
with a detailed report in a few weeks and once agreed we will be able to let everyone know the result. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all on the 31 October; remember to keep reading and practising x times tables 
and spellings and don’t forget to have lots and lots of fun!  
 
Mrs J Fellows 
Headteacher 
 

 

Mayor’s Visit to School 
On Tuesday 4th October 2016, the Mayor’s of Cirencester and Fairford visited our school to inspire children to look 

after their loval environment.  The school is taking part in a competition lead by the Mayor of Cirencester, along with 

other schools from the area, to design a mascot for a new litter and recycling action group.  The mascot will also be 

used as the logo for the Great British Spring Clean campaign locally.  As Fairford is currently working towards a ‘Green 

Flag’, as part of the Eco-School Scheme, this visit was an important event which helped to motivate children from 

across the school to consider the problem of litter and how they can play a part in helping to reduce it 
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Reminder from Caterlink: Coming late to school 
Caterlink have informed us that the meal order must be with them by 9.30am and 
that no late orders can be put through after this time. This means that if you are 
going to be late into school for whatever reason, you must remember that you need 
to notify the school office of your child’s meal requirements before 9.30am or 
provide them with a packed lunch. 

 

 
 

A Safegaurding message to all parents: 
The safety of pupils and staff is always a priority.  
 

Children should not arrive in school before 8.30am unless they are attending  Breakfast Club.  Children attending  
Breakfast Club should not arrive before 8.00am.    Children should be in the playground between 8.20am and 
8.40am.  School gates will open in the morning at 8.20am and children must be supervised in the playground from 
this time and brought into school ready for school to start at 8.40am.  Classroom doors will be shut at 8.45am.  
Children who are late are asked to report to the school office to ensure their attendance has been recorded. 
 

School will end at 3.00pm and school gates will be opened at 2.50pm. 
 

With this in mind, we ask any parents/carers dropping off pupils at Breakfast Club, enter and exit the building by the 

front door and access to the rest of the school at the time of Breakfast Club is restricted and parents may not have 

access to the classrooms or staff without a prior appointment. Should a parent/carer have an appointment to see a 

staff member during the breakfast club period; once they have dropped off their children they should return to 

Reception to sign into the building and when they will be escorted to the appointment at the agreed time.  

Parents/carers are reminded the bays outside school are for drop off only and should not be used for parking.   
 
 

We ask that parents also refrain from letting in other parents AT ALL TIMES. We understand that most of the time 
you do know each other, but there may be incidents when the person is not known to you and, more importantly, is 
not known to staff!  Any visitors to school are required to sign in, (and out), at Reception with the exception of 
parents dropping off at Breakfast Club or collecting from an after school activity. 
 

Parents are also remided the protocol for collection from an after school club, other than Tree Tops, is to remain in 
the outer foyer and at the end of the club children will be brought out to Parents. Please do not enter the school.  
 

When collecting from Tree Tops you should use the Leafield Road entrance and Walnut classroom door. All pupils 
must be signed out of Tree Tops.  Once your child has been collected, parents should not then access the school, but 
should return to the front entrance to be signed in. 
 

If your child has permission to walk home alone from any After School Club can we ask you notify the teacher running 
the event and also put this in writing to the School Office. 
 

We also ask parents not to turn around outside the school but to use the Farmors one way system.  This is for the 

safety of pupils both at Fairford Primary and also Farmors. 
 
 

The gate by the School Office will be closed and locked at 3.30pm each day, our aim through doing this to ensure the 

playground is not used as a walk through and all children within the building are safe and secure. 
 

We ask for you co-operation in this matter. For the safety of our children we should all be mindful of child 
protection and safeguarding issues at all times. 
 

 

Confectionery in School 
Fairford Primary has Healthy School Plus status and the Food for Life Silver Award. We encourage healthy eating and 

fizzy drinks, chocolate or confectionery are not allowed. As some of our children also have a nut allergy we have a NO 

NUT policy in school. Should a child be found to have an item in their lunchbox that does not confirm with our 

standards it will be removed and sent home with a note.  Further information can be found on our new school 

website under the School Lunch section http://www.fairford.gloucs.sch.uk/parent-s-information/4354-school-

lunch.html  

http://www.fairford.gloucs.sch.uk/parent-s-information/4354-school-lunch.html
http://www.fairford.gloucs.sch.uk/parent-s-information/4354-school-lunch.html
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PTA  
Following on from the AGM on Monday 10th October, Lizzie Morris & Roz Capps are the new Chairs of the PTA.  We 
would also like to welcome Jennie Nicol as Secretary and thank Sally Holland for taking on the Treasurer role for 
another year.  We would also like to thank Clive Elliot for all his hard work as Chair for the last couple of years, and 
Devlin for her sterling work as Secretary.  
 
We are excited to get the fundraising and fun underway for this term and would like to invite you all to come along to 
a Bingo & Bangers evening at The Palmer Hall on Saturday 10th December!  Hosted by Dave Bull, bingo-caller 
extraordinaire, we can guarantee an evening of delicious food, wine, beer, cash prizes and general hilarity!  Put it in 
your diary now!! 
 
The Christmas Bazaar will be on Thursday 8th December – we’d love to hear your ideas for stalls and welcome any 
and all offers of help and support.  
 
For the last few years the brilliant Kelly McGuinn has organised our school raffles. Unfortunately, she is unable to help 
organise this year's Christmas raffle due to other commitments. Is anyone happy to take this on? Kelly has a 
spreadsheet (super organised!) with lots of detail to make it as easy as possible for you but it does require quite a bit 
of time, and prizes need to start being asked for any time now. Please email us if you are able to help, it would be a 
real shame not to have this key fundraising event due to lack of help. Thank you. fairfordprimarypta@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
F 

Summer Reading Challenge 
 

We had over 60 children complete the Big Friendly Read over the summer. Well done!!  They enjoyed a session in the 
woods as a reward. 
 
         
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Cheltenham Literature Festival 
 

We had two groups of children visit the Cheltenham Literature Festival this year.  The children engaged completely 
with the workshops they attended and will be organising something for the wider school community.  It was a delight 
to see the children so excited about literature. 
 

       
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:fairfordprimarypta@yahoo.com
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Toast Week fundraiser   
We would like to hold a simple fundraiser in order to fund some additional English resources and to be able to offer 
enrichment experiences. 
 

 

Toast Week – Week beginning 
31st October 2016 

Children will be able to buy toast at first break as a snack every day this week.  
20p per slice of toast.  There will be plain toast as well as toast and jam.  Any 
dietary concerns please speak to your child’s class teacher. 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

 

 

Vacancy in our School Kitchen 
Caterlink have a vacancy for a Catering Supervisor in our school kitchen.  This position is term time only and for 27.5 
hours per week.  For more information contact Kate on 07471 953767. 
 
 

Admission to Infant/Primary School – September 2017 
Do you have a child starting school in September 2017.  Gloucestershire County Council will be sending out a 

primary/infant admission pack by mid November 2016, if you have not received a pack by December please contact 

School Admissions telephone: 01452 425407 or alternatively email school.admissions@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

 
PE & Sport  
 

PE Kit 
I have noticed the number of children that are NOT in the correct PE kit is increasing and the children are looking very 
scruffy when doing PE.  The PE kit is part of the regulation school uniform. 
 

Please could you ensure that your child has the following PE kit for their PE lesson: 
Basic kit:  Navy shorts/skort, sky blue t-shirt, white socks & trainers. 
Extra warm clothing: Navy leggings or tracksuit bottoms and ‘rugby’ top (as supplied by Brigade clothing: 
www.brigadeuniformdirect.uk.com) 

 

Archery Club & Total Martial Arts 
I am trying to extend and broaden the sporting opportunity for Y2, Y3 & Y4 and therefore have enquired about 
coaches coming into school to deliver after school clubs in Archery and Total Martial Arts.  There are details from the 
respective instructors about these clubs at the end of this newsletter.  If it is something that your child is interested in 
then please contact the school, preferably via sport@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk  and then if there is enough interest  I will 
go on and book the instructors. 
 

School Sports Clubs: Term 2 
The timings of the sports clubs for term 2 are attached to this newsletter.  Please check the dates carefully because 
the timings change as the darker nights set in.  There is also two weeks of Sports Hall Athletics taking place at 
Farmor’s Leisure centre which is available for those children in Y6 who want to take part in the Farmor’s Cluster 
qualifier on Friday 2nd December. 
 

Please don’t forget to renew your club registration fees.  This term I have been able to purchase 20 new rugby balls 
with the money and next term we are going to have to pay for a number of indoor facilities to ensure that the clubs 
can continue when the light goes. 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:school.admissions@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://www.brigadeuniformdirect.uk.com/
mailto:sport@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk
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Level 1 Competition: TAG Rugby 
All children in Walnut, Cypress, Oak, Olive, Beech, Maple & Elm class have been taking part in the House TAG Rugby 
competition this week.  The final games are on Thursday and the results will be announced the first week back in 
sport assembly. 
 

Level 2 Competitions: 
 

Y6 Rio Festival of Rugby World Cup 
The whole of Elm class took part in the Rio World Cup Festival of Rugby at Kingshill School on Tuesday 20th 
September.  There were 20 teams from the Cotswolds who took part in the festival, each school representing a 
different country.  Fairford represented Fiji and went with flags and facts to share with the other schools at the 
opening ceremony of the festival.  
 

We divided Elm class into three teams so that everyone got plenty of playing time at the festival.  It was an enjoyable 
event, giving the children the opportunity to experience competition and playing as part of a team in a supportive 
and fun environment. 
 

Y6 Y5 Quick Sticks Hockey Tournament 
We entered four teams into this tournament, two Y6 teams and two Y5 teams.  There were 16 teams in total entered 
into the competition.  Our aim was to get at least one team into the top eight so that Fairford would qualify to the 
next round of the competition.  I am pleased to say that both our Y6 teams qualified through to the next round. 
 

Congratulations to Jack Heycock, Ed Landa Font, Jasmin Beach, Zena Preece Smith & Rebecca Cornell who played in 
the team that came second place overall in the competition and won silver medals. 

 
The two Y5 teams battled hard in the competition, knowing that they were up against children a year older than 
them.  The experience, playing on a proper hockey surface, will set them in a strong position next year when they 
enter in Y6. 
 

 

Y6 Y5 Y4 Team Cross Country 
We entered 11 teams into the team cross country competition that took place at Kingshill School on Wednesday 5th 
October.  This was a total of 44 children!  The children were amazing, showing grit and determination when they 
were running and exuberant encouragement and support to their team mates when they were not running.  I am so 
proud of our children when they represent Fairford Primary School, they always show such passion and 
sportsmanship when competing. 
 

The results were good too.  Y4 boys and Y6 girls came back with GOLD medals, Y5 girls and Y5 boys came back with 
SILVER medals and Y4 girls came back with BRONZE medals.  Congratulations to ALL that took part. 

 
Y6 Y5 TAG Rugby FUN Festival 
We have 3 teams entered into this festival which involves 30 children.  It takes place after school this Thursday at 
Kingshill School.  The aim of this festival is match experience in preparation for the qualifiers later in the year. 
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Sports Clubs Timetable – Term 2 
 

Year Club Day Date Finish time Pick up 

Y5 TAG Rugby Monday All term at lunch break 12-12.30pm n/a 

Y6 TAG Rugby Monday 31st Oct & 7th Nov 4.30pm School field 

Y6 
Sports Hall 
Athletics 

Monday 21st Nov, 28th Nov & 5th Dec 5.00pm 
Farmor’s 
Leisure 
Centre 

Y4/Y3/Y2 
Total Martial 
Arts 

Monday 
14thNov, 21st Nov,  28th Nov, 
5th Dec & 12th Dec 
(subject to interest) 

4pm School Hall 

Y5 Hockey Tuesday All term at lunch break 12-12.30pm n/a 

Y6 Hockey Tuesday 
1st, 8th & 15th Nov 4.30pm 

School 
playground 

22nd Nov, 29th Nov, 1st Dec & 6th Dec 4pm 
School 
playground 

Y6 Football Wednesday 
16th & 23rd Nov 4.30pm 

School field 
30th Nov, 7th Dec 4pm 

Y4 Gymnastics Wednesday 
2nd Nov, 9th Nov, 16th Nov, 23rd Nov, 
30th Nov & 7th Dec 

4.15pm School Hall 

Y5 Gymnastics Wednesday 
2nd Nov, 9th Nov, 16th Nov, 23rd Nov, 
30th Nov & 7th Dec 

4.15-5.30pm School Hall 

Y6 / Y5 / 
Y4 / Y3  

FUN Fitness Thursday 
3rd Nov, 10th Nov, 17th Nov, 24th Nov, 
1st Dec & 8th Dec 

8-8.30am n/a 

Y5 Netball Thursday All term at lunch time 12-12.30pm n/a 

Y4 TAG Rugby Thursday 
3rd Nov, 10th Nov & 17th Nov 4.30pm 

School field 
1st Dec & 8th Dec 4pm 

Y3 Gymnastics Thursday 
3rd Nov, 10th Nov, 17th Nov, 24th Nov, 
1st Dec & 8th Dec 

4.15pm School Hall 

Y3 Y2 Gymnastics Thursday 
3rd Nov, 10th Nov, 17th Nov, 24th Nov, 
1st Dec & 8th Dec 

4.15-5.30pm School Hall 

Y6 Netball Friday 
4th Nov, 11th Nov, 18th Nov, 25th Nov 
& 9th Dec 

4.30pm 
Farmor’s 
Leisure 
Centre 

Y3 / Y2 Roaring Rugby Friday 
4th Nov, 11th Nov, 18th Nov, 25th Nov, 
2nd Dec & 9th Dec 

4.15pm School field 
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Information Total Martial Arts 
 

Dear Parents 
 
 

TMA -Total Martial Arts Academy based in Swindon is happy and excited to be able to offer an after school club at 
Fairford C of E Primary School. 
 

This is a specially designed programme open to Y2, Y3 and Y4 children.  
 
The programme will run for 10 weeks per term at a cost of £65-£60 for those who book and pay within 24 hours of 
the taster session. 
 

Parents would need to sign their children up and pay in advance for the full 10 week programme. 
 

The fundamental structure of the rolling programme will focus on 6 essential elements. 
 

1. To build confidence  
2. To encourage respect 
3. To promote health and fitness 
4. To support anti bullying strategies  
5. To develop core martial arts skills 
6. To teach self-defence techniques 

 

The class will run in the school hall on a  Monday from 3:15-4pm 
 

Any child who has attended regularly for at least 2 terms and has shown exceptional skill and dedication in class may 
be invited to attend the TMA Academy for belt grading and promotion.  
 

Parents are not encouraged to stay, but will be invited to attend the last session of every 10 week programme for 
children to demonstrate the skills they have learned. 
 

Instructors are DBS checked and have been trained in First Aid and Safe Guarding. 
 

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact your schools dedicated instructor 
 

Annabel Sabbagh-Holt on 07775738996 
 

We look forward to training with your child/children and help support their wellbeing and growth. 
 

The TMA Team 
 
 

tel:07775738996
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Archery Club  
Would your child like to attend a mini archery club? 
 

Mini archery is a fun and safe introduction into traditional archery.  Children learn the skills and techniques and 
develop concentration, hand-eye co-ordination, self esteem, while play lots of fun games.  We also play games where 
children learn and improve their Mathematics. 
 

The cost will be £2.50 to £3.50 per child per week depending on numbers interested, and must be paid in full at the 
start of the club. 
 

This is open to children in Reception and years 1 to 6.  There are limited places. 

Return to Mrs Peck, Fairford Primary School 
 

My child is interested in Mini Archery After School Club 
 

Name of Child: 
 

Class: DoB 

Mobile Tel: 
 

Home No: Email: 

 

What day would you prefer the club to be on? (Circle)  

Mon Tues 
 

Wed Thur Fri 
 

 
Class Updates 
 
 

Apple 
We are nearly at the end of Term 1 and we are really impressed with the children in Apple Class!   
They have embraced our routines with enthusiasm and are exploring all parts of the learning 
environment, both inside and outside.  
 

Already the children have enjoyed so many experiences! Firstly, we had our European Language 
day where the children tucked into foods from different European countries Thank you to Mrs 
Reynolds for organising.  Thank you also to Mr and Mrs Rendon Oviedo who taught Apple Class 
their colours in Spanish! 

 

Secondly, the children had their special Pebble Assembly where they were officially welcomed into Fairford Primary 
school.  We watched each and every child, assisted by a Year 5 pupil, place their named pebble into the bowl and 
receive their own Bible. This was the first time that the children had attended an assembly and their behaviour was 
exemplary!  Thank you too to all the parents who attended which made this assembly even more special and 
memorable. 
 

By now, children have already made a visit to the Forest.   Sue, our leader, told Apple Class that they were good 
listeners as well as being well behaved. You can imagine that the teachers in attendance were immensely proud of all 
of our little Apples!  Please sign up for helping next term because this is such a valuable learner experience for the 
children. 
Have a restful holiday children and we are looking forward to seeing you for yet more exciting learning in Term 2! 
  
 

 

 

Walnut 
 

Walnut have bounced into the new academic year starting as we mean to go on! We have 
delved into everything ‘Dr. Seuss’, enjoying ‘Green Eggs’ & Ham and currently ‘The Lorax’. We 
have been very careful to try and be ‘green’ ourselves and to learn from the mistakes that 
caused all the ‘truffula trees’ to become extinct. Miss Jones has been very impressed by our 
work in shape and calculations in maths as well as our sentence writing in literacy. We are 
working very hard on our spelling and handwriting, sowing what we reap – our progress is 
already evident  Some other interesting moments in Walnut have been meeting the Quiet 
Critters and Ned the Elf, be sure to ask your children all about them! We will begin next term 
by exploring the delightful devious Grinch… he is a sly one 
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Cypress  
A fabulous start to Year 2!!  The children have been busy bees learning all the routines 
for Year 2.  The children have fully engaged in our class story Handa’s Surprise and have 
enjoyed meeting all the African animals from the book.  Cypress have looked at the 
continents of the world, in particular Africa.  Children have enjoyed using maps, atlases 
and globes to find the different continents. Children have been inspired by the animals 
and even been African animal hunting in the Woods!!  The animals have been part of our 
art focus and literacy writing.  
Cypress read along with the story and even perform the story by heart and with actions!! 
The African animals have even crept into our Science work where we have been looking 

at different animal groups and comparing animals to each other. 
 

Ask any child about the Creation Story, the class have loved listening to the 
Chrisitan and the Jewish creation stories.  They are able to talk about the 
similarities and differences between them.  The children took part in some of 
the traditions of Rosh Hashana (The birthday of the world), a Jewish festival.  
They tried apple dipped in honey to symbolise a sweet year ahead, visited a 
‘lake’ to wash away mistakes that had been made and made cards. 
 

Extra activities have included; tasting session for European Day of Languages, 
arugby taster session with Fairford Rugby club, our first Mystery Reader and our weekly visit from our Times Table 
Queen. 
 

Thank you Cypress …. What a busy first term!!! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Olive 

Olive class have settled in KS2 with great enthusiasm ready to tackle any new challenge 
placed in front of them! We are fully engrossed into our class novel ‘Stig of Dump’ which is 
serving to be a great inspiration to our writing. Place value has been our main area of 
development within maths and we have been looking at three digit numbers in detail. Each 
week the children have been completing their 99 club and are determined to beat there last 
score! Within Science, we have investigated the three different types of rocks (sedimentary, 
igneous and metamorphic) and even made an editable sedimentary rock model! The highlight 
of the term has definitely been our Stone Age Day where we were transported back in time.  

Children came dressed in their furs ready to make traditional bread and go hunting for some woolly mammoths. I was 
surprised by the great inferences all the year 3 children made when completing an archaeological dig; they were 
fabulous at suggesting what the artefacts they found were and what they thought they were used for. The day ended 
with some foraging in the orchard for apples to stew on the fire. Overall the day was a great success which sparked 
some great letter writing and newspaper reports within our literacy lessons. Every Wednesday afternoon, in art, we 
have been learning about Lowry and applying his techniques to our own cave paintings using natural paints which we 
made the week before- these are really brightening up the classroom.  
 

We hope everyone has a fabulous half term break and we look forward to seeing you refreshed and as enthusiastic to 
learn as you have been this term! 
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Oak 
It’s hard to believe that already it is the half term break - the term has been so busy, it 
has flown by. The highlight of the term was definitely our Stone Age Day and pupils 
and staff joined in whole heartedly.  Making bread and stewing fruit the prehistoric 
way were new experiences for all of us – take a look at our class pages on the website 
to see some of the expressions on children’s faces as the tasting took place. 
 
Back in the classroom, we have continued to read our class book Stig of the Dump, written letters and newspaper 
reports based on our Stone Age Day and in art have made paint using natural mediums.   
 
The 99 Club is proving a huge success and everyone is becoming quite competitive! So, over the half term break keep 
practising times tables.   
 

Enjoy break and I look forward to seeing you all refreshed at the end of the month. 

 
Beech  
 

We started the term with an array of weapons and other brilliant models arriving for our Roman 
Britain topic; some truly ingenious ideas. These are all on display in our classroom and were put 
to good use recently when our class presented assembly to the school, performing the chant 
they had learnt for homework over the summer led by Oliver Claudius (aka Cook) our own 
amazing centurion who kept the whole of the school in check.  
 
Keeping the Roman theme going the children have all had the opportunity to cook this term and 
have made a delicious Roman chicken dish with Meliny and are busy designing a Roman garden 
with Mrs Bateman which has involved researching what Roman gardens were like, painting and 
pottery. The children also had the chance to make animals for a Totem Pole which have been 
drying in the classroom and will soon be ready for the final stages. 
 
Our science topic is Living Things and their Habitats and we had an amazing start, as along with year 5 we all went to 
Lakes by Yoo in the first week of term and built a bug hotel in the woods and had the chance to search for creatures 
followed by the opportunity to go pond dipping a good start to developing our classification skills.  
 
The children are gaining in confidence in reading and performing in front of others and it was a pleasure to watch the 
children lead their assembly on Perseverance which was centred on the analogy between Mary and Joseph’s long 
journey and that of refugees today. We listened to a poignant classical composition “The Official anthem of the 
Refugees” written by Moutaz Arian a Syrian refugee and closed with the unofficial anthem “The World is our song”. It 
was a really important message and made us all appreciate how very fortunate we all are. 
 
We’ve been working hard at developing our number skills which has even meant working in Roman Numerals to 100 
and have been mastering the ability to use column addition and subtraction along with compact multiplication. The 
children have been willing participants in our twice weekly 99 Club keeping me busy making new targets for display. 
In literacy we have looked at the legend of Romulus and Remus- about the start of Rome and have written our own 
versions. We have also written persuasive letters about whether school uniform should be maintained and we are 
now using our imaginations and writing about “Eric” inspired by  Shaun Tan’s book. 
The children have been working very hard and we are looking forward to our trip to Caerleon which will enhance our 
learning about the Romans. We will then have the opportunity (weather permitting) to perform our Roman chant in a 
Roman amphitheatre, we’ll need to brush up on our marching skills but we’re already pretty good…Dexter sinister, 
Dexter sinister!  
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Maple   
The end of the first term is already here and we can only wonder how it has come around so fast. In Maple Class the 

children have settled in well and overcome their worries about starting year 5.  
 In literacy the children have explored the myth of Jason and the Argonauts and used this 
story as the basis for their writing.   Listening to and reading the children’s’ narratives and 
news reports on this adventure has been great; they have also been used during the 
children’s celebration assembly.  In numeracy, the children have developed their skills and 
understanding of the number system and are working hard on learning and applying the 
rules for column addition before we move onto subtraction. 
 

One of the most impressive achievements of the whole class has been the stained glass window on display in 
reception at school. The panels were created by the children at the start of the year during Faith day.  If you have the 
opportunity to see their impressive work I would strongly recommend it.    
 

The class has continued to demonstrate their artistic streak within Art by creating watercolours based on the works of 
Stanley Inchbold.   The children have worked to combine their water colour creations produced in the classroom on 
the ruined Greek Temple and fieldwork sketches produced in the outside learning environment. 
I would like to thank everyone that attended the parents’ evenings or have contacted me to arrange a meeting.  It is 
really important that we work together to ensure that everyone achieves their best.  Mrs Wathen and I look forward 
to having the class return after their well-earned break.  
 

Elm Class 
In Elm Class, we have been continuing our study of WW2. This week we were lucky to 
have a full morning making rationed recipes with Kitchen Club in the hall. We 
investigated rationed food and made Lord Woolton’s Pie, Corned Beef Hash and 
Syrup Sponge. We then tasted it in the afternoon and were able to take some home 
for the rest of our family to try. Please take a look at our photos on the website. In 
literacy we have completed our work on ‘Friend or Foe’. We have now written a 
persuasive letter to parents of children in London; a descriptive letter home from an 
evacuee; a newspaper about a suspected aeroplane crash and are now writing our 
own story based on the events.  In science, we have been investigating shadows and 
reflections, whilst in DT we have now completed our design for model Anderson Shelters – they will be displayed in 
the Atrium after half term. In maths, we have been working on multiplication and bus stop division of 4 digit numbers 
by 2 digit numbers through problem solving – this method is quite tricky and has taken some very hard work. 
However, through determination and perseverance, we are getting there now! Finally, in RE, we have been exploring 
baptism and its importance within the Christian faith.  
 
 

REMINDER: Keeping Parents Informed – Changes 
In an aim to be economical we are asking parents to consider receiving items like this 
newsletter by email and through our website instead of in paper form.  Our aim is to inform 
parents firstly by text to the first contact on your child’s records notifying you of a  

letter/document being sent out, followed up by an email to this contact with attached letter/document.  Some letters 
will still be sent home with your child where a consent form needs to be completed and signed.  We would ask all 
parents to keep the school office informed of up to date mobile numbers and email addresses. Paper copies of all 
information sent home will still be available from the school office.  If you have any comments about this change 
please contact the school admin team on admin@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 

mailto:admin@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk
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Family Holidays in Term Time 
Each year a number of children are absent from school because their parents take them away on holiday during term 
time.  A pupil’s absence can seriously disrupt the continuity of their learning.  Not only do they miss the teaching 
provided on the days they are away; they are also less prepared for lessons upon their return.  Consequently there is 
a risk of under achievement, which we must seek to avoid.  A child who has 10 days holiday each year of their school 
life will miss 24 weeks (most of a school year) of their formal education.  This is in addition to unavoidable absences – 
for instance, if your child is ill. 
 
In Gloucestershire, schools and the Education Welfare Service are working together to promote high rates of 
attendance and operate the following procedures: 

- Parents have access to information about the school’s police regarding Family Holidays in Term Time. 
- Parents who take their children on holiday without the absence being authorised by the school may receive a 

written warning that legal action may be taken if there are further unauthorised absences. 
- If parents take their children on holiday without the absence being authorised a second time, the school may 

request the Local Authority issue a Penalty Notice. 
 
Please do not ask for leave of absence for a family holiday in term time if you can possibly avoid it. 
 
Every request for a holiday in term time will be considered individually.  However, the most important consideration 
will be the effect that such an absence will have on your child’s education. 
 
Schools do not have to agree to absence for a holiday and will usually only authorise absence for holidays in term 
time when there are exceptional circumstances. 
 
Under existing legislation, parents and carers commit an offence if a child fails to attend school regularly and their 
absences are not authorised by the school.  Depending on circumstances, such cases may result in prosecution under 
Section 444 of the Education Act 1996.  Penality Notices are issues to each parent of each child.  The penality is £50 
per parent per chld.  If payment is not made within 28 days the penality rises to £100.  If payment is not made within 
42 days parents will be prosecuted in the Magistrates Court where, on conviction, they may be fined up to £1000. 
 

Brigade School Uniform 
Please order new school uniforms directly from Brigade www.brigadeuniformdirect.co.uk  at sales@brigade.uk.com. 
 

At Fairford Primary we use Brigade’s online uniform ordering service, Parents Direct. This service has been set up in 
conjunction with our school to enable you to order crested uniform online anytime at your convenience with delivery 
to your door, or an alternative address of your choice. The site is easy to use, just register your details the first time 
you log on and you will be given a passcode which you can use each time you place an order.  
  
 
 

http://www.brigadeuniformdirect.co.uk/
mailto:sales@brigade.uk.com
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Dates for your diary:  
Note: sporting events are issued on a separate diary sheet and are updated regularly. Please check this area as dates 
and events are sometimes changed. 
 

Term 1 – Thursday 1st September to Friday 14th October2016 
Monday 17th October 2016 School closed to pupils for INSET 

Tuesday 18th October 2016 School closed to pupils for INSET 

Wednesday 19th October 2016 School closed to pupils for INSET. 
 

 

Term 2 – Monday 31st October to Friday 16th December 2016 
October  

Monday 31st October 2016 School re-opens after Half Term 

Thursday 3rd November 2016 Open afternoon for New Reception Intake September 2017 1.30-2.45pm 

Friday 4th November 2016 Open afternoon for New Reception Intake September 2017 1.30-2.45pm 

Friday 11th November 2016 Remembrance Day 

Monday 14th to Friday 25th November  Anti Bullying Week 

Monday 14th to Friday 25th November Switch off Fortnight 

Wednesday 23rd November 2016 PTA disco TBC 

Wednesday 30th November 2016 Party Lite Candle Party organised by Miss Jones 

Sunday 4th December 2016 Christingle Service at St Mary’s Church  

Monday 5th December 2016 Dress Rehearsal for EYFS and KS1 Performance 

Wednesday 7th December 2016 1.30pm EYFS and KS1 Performance to Parents 
6.00pm EYFS and KS1 Performance to Parents 

Thursday 8th December 2016 PTA Christmas Bazaar 

Saturday 10th December 2016 PTA Bingo and Bangers at The Palmer Hall 

Wednesday 14th December 2016 EYFS & KS1 Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 15th December 2016 KS2 Christmas Lunch 

Friday December 16th 2016 Christmas Parties – All Year Groups. 
Last day of term 2.00pm finish  – Tree Tops will finish at 5.00pm 

 

Term 3 – Tuesday 3rd January to Friday 10th February 2017 
Tuesday 3rd January 2017 Return to School 

Wednesday 25th January 2017 3.15pm – 7pm – Parents Evening  

Thursday 26th January 2017 3.15pm – 6pm Parents Evening 

Friday 3rd February 2017 Provisional – Year 4 Show 
 
 

Out of School Activities: 
Making Space Saturday 15th October 2016 2pm-4pm Fairford Community Centre. 

This month’s theme is Air.  £2 per child (maxiumum £5 per family). 

Harry Potter Magic Thursday 20th October 2016 
Berry Farm, Silver Street, South Cerney. 
9.30am – 3.00pm.  £30.00 per child. Ages 6yrs.  Booking Essential. 
For more information contact: Meliny Tim 07980 143289 or 
Meliny.tim@thekitchenclub.org.uk  

Author Visit 
Fairford Library 

Monday 24th October 2016 2pm. 
Debi Evans Author Visit – Fairford Library 
Book 1: Athelstan and the Time Tunnel 
Book 2: The Chilvester Passage 
Book 3: The Dragon’s Pram 

Pony Club Relaunch 
Party 

Monday 24th October 2016 3pm – 5pm 
£2.50 per person 

mailto:Meliny.tim@thekitchenclub.org.uk
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Summerhouse Equestrian and Training Centre (2 mins from Junction 12) 
Gloucester 
Tel: 01452 720288 
www.summerhouseec.co.uk 

Jigsaw Day Thursday 27th October 2016 10am – 4pm 
United Church, Milton Street, Fairford. 
No charges, donations only.  Jigsaws provided, all ages welcome. 

Football Superstars 
and Multi Sport 
Stars 

Monday 24th, Tuesday 25th and Wednesday 26th October 2016. 
Suitable for Boys and Girls 5-11.  Cirencester Arena. 
£10 per child per day.  More information call 01285 654543 or email 
info@cirencesterarena.co.uk  

Roaring Rugby 
Camp 

Thursday 27th, Friday 28th October 2016 
2 Day Rugby Camp.  Age 5-11.  £50 for 2 days or £30 per day. 
Contact: Chrisa@roaringrugby.org.uk or call 07867317206 

 

mailto:info@cirencesterarena.co.uk
mailto:Chrisa@roaringrugby.org.uk

