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FAIRFORD C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
HOMEWORK POLICY 

 
Homework is a vital part of a child’s education, which can reinforce and improve their progress at 
school.  This policy sets out why we have homework, what the school expects of class teachers and 
children, and how parents and carers can help. 
 
What is homework for? 
Homework has several different purposes. These are: 
 

 To further the progress of every child by reinforcing class learning and developing key 
skills; 

 To extend the learning that takes place in school in the home environment; 

 To develop a valuable home-school partnership in order to strengthen children’s 
education. 

 
What Homework Is Given? 
Homework is based around the core skills of literacy and numeracy. 
 
In every class, from Apple to Elm, children are expected to read every day. 
 
Spellings are given in every class each week. 
 
On top of these two basic elements, homework involving either literacy or numeracy will be given 
in alternate weeks. 
 
Class teachers may vary this by occasionally setting a project, linked the class topic, which may 
take several weeks. 
 
How Much Time Should Be Spent on Homework? 
Homework is valuable and enriches children’s education, but there is evidence that “little and 
often” works more effectively in promoting learning than having large amounts to do at the same 
time.  Therefore, we recommend the following times for a homework task. 
 
Key Stage One – 30 minutes a week. 
 
Key Stage Two – 60 minutes a week. 
 
These times are on top of the daily reading. 
 
Sometimes, for unforeseen reasons, a task will take a particular child longer than this to complete. 
In this case, as long as the recommended time has been spent, there is no need to complete the 
task.   
 
Because communication and home-school partnerships are cornerstones of this policy, teachers 
will welcome notes from parents or carers in the children’s homework books. 
 
A parent or carer may wish to write if: 

 the homework is too easy or too hard; 

 it has revealed something (perhaps unexpectedly)that the child does not understand; 
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 the parent or carer would like to make a comment on the task or their child’s approach to 
it. 

 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
Children in Apple Class learn 4 phonemes (sounds) a week.  This is sent home every day so that the 
children can practise the phoneme as well as the accompanying formation rhyme.  Each child 
takes home a reading book every day which is read for 3 days before it is changed.  From term 2, 
the children take home a target book.  There are 3 targets for each child to practise.  The children 
are given 2 little research topics throughout the year to complete at home. 
 
When is Homework Given? 
In EYFS, Key Stage 1 (years 1 and 2) and Lower Key Stage 2 (years 3 and 4), homework tasks are set 
each Monday and are expected in each Friday. This provides time for the teacher to mark the work 
ready for the book to be sent back home the following Monday. 
 
In Upper Key Stage 2 (years 5 and 6) homework tasks are set each Friday and are expected the 
following Friday. Children mark the work, which is checked by an adult, and the books are then 
sent back home the same day. 
 
Where possible, homework tasks are put on the School’s website on individual class pages on 
Friday. 
 
What Rewards Are Available? 
Children are given a merit for completing their homework and handing it in.  They are then given 
additional merits, depending on the effort spent on it. 
 
Extra effort in homework may also be rewarded with a “Shining Star” award and recognised in 
front of the whole school during Friday’s assembly. 
 
What Should Teachers Do? 
Teachers should ensure that homework is seen as purposeful and relevant. Therefore, they should 
always: 
 

 Integrate homework into their planning so that each task covers something the child has 
studied previously; 

 set motivating and interesting tasks, that keep children focused; 

 Ensure that the work is appropriate and challenging for each child; 

 Explain the task carefully and the expectations for completion; 

 Provide thorough, timely and useful feedback, which children can understand and use to 
improve their progress; 

 Be consistent in the application of this policy. 
 
What Should Parents and Carers Do? 
Parents and carers should support their child as much as possible.  There are some key ways in 
which they can maximise the benefit their child obtains from homework: 

 Discuss the value of homework with your child. It can be a frustrating experience if a child 
does not understand why they have homework; 

 Provide a suitable space for your child to focus on their work. Ideally, somewhere quiet 
where the child can write comfortably; 
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 Establish a routine for homework. Depending on your family routine, it might be a good 
idea to set a time for working on spellings, reading and homework tasks. If a child 
understands that a certain time is always set aside for work, they will be more likely to 
focus quickly; 

 Ensure that your child understands the task; 

 Discuss the task when it is finished; 

 Praise your child’s efforts; 

 Contact the school through the homework book or by other means if you need to discuss 
some aspect of the work. 
 
 
 

 
 


