
 
 
 

 

3rd April 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We hope you and all your families are well. We just wanted to drop you a quick email to wish you all 
well and to inform you about how we plan to prepare home learning moving forward.  

When we sent home the home learning pack initially, it was in response to thinking that school 
would be closed for 2 weeks before Easter as well as the Easter holidays. As it is now very apparent 
that quarantine will continue for much longer than initially thought, we have needed to rethink how 
we do things.  

We as a team are very keen to do as much as we can to support you as parents (and now home 
schoolers) through this time as much as possible by providing a structure, ideas and resources. 
However, we are also very conscious that everyone’s circumstances are very different. Many of you 
are juggling the needs of more than one child and/or also trying to work from home at the same 
time and we understand that this is incredibly difficult for some. We have therefore come up with 
something that we hope that will work for you and your child but understand that what we send will 
be too much for some and too little for others. Please just do what you can and try not to worry 
about what you don’t get to. The absolute priority here is that you, your child and your family are 
happy and healthy at the end of this period. When your child returns to school, learning will be 
tailored to their needs from then onwards and concepts will be revisited. The most important thing 
you can do for your child during this time however is to continue to hear them read daily and to read 
to them.  

We will be moving towards a weekly theme based on a story after the Easter holidays. The theme 
and learning objectives for that week will be supported by videos on Tapestry and materials which 
we will email out each week.  We aim to keep activities play based, fun and achievable within the 
week. As before, we would like you to upload photos and observations to Tapestry as you go. It is 
worth noting at this point that in a reception classroom, your child would not be working the whole 
time 1-1 with an adult and there would be times in between working with an adult that they would 
be working or playing independently.  

Tapestry is the easiest tool for us to upload video content that we make. Many of you use the 
Tapestry app on your phones to add observations of your child which is amazing. It has occurred to 
us that you might not be able to access the videos we have made and saved on ‘memo’s on Tapestry 
through the app. If you access Tapestry through www.tapestryjournal.org on your phone, laptop or 
tablet instead of through the app, you will be able to see the full suite including the video memos we 



have made. If you’ve been on there recently, you will see that we have made quite a few story 
videos. 

One little word of caution please regarding purchased workbooks for writing. We avoided sending 
home a purchased workbook phonics/writing book simply because we couldn’t find one which had 
the same font that we use and have taught at Fairford. If you have purchased your own workbooks 
to do at home, please be careful that your child is still using the school font as usual so as not to 
confuse them. If you are downloading from Twinkl, you can usually download the resources in ‘pre 
cursive’ or ‘looped pre cursive’ The letter formation we use is as below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to Tapestry, we have set up an Apple Padlet page. Padlet is a website which enables 
people to add text and photos to a shared noticeboard. We thought that this would be a nice way 
for the children to share what they have been doing with each other and write little notes to each 
other. Photos can be added if you wish. We have made it so that it is not searchable on the internet 
and it is password protected. Anyone who tries to access it needs to be approved by Mrs Bullingham 
so that the page is only accessed by Apple parents. The link to access the Padlet was emailed 
separately via the portal. 

We hope you and your families manage to have the feeling of an Easter break for the next two 
weeks. We will be in touch towards the end of the Easter holidays with planning for Term 5. In the 
meantime, please find attached 100 fun things to do indoors which we found on the ‘Spread the 
Happiness’ website which may provide inspiration for the next two weeks. 

 

As always, please feel free to email us with any further questions. 

 

Best wishes and Happy Easter 

Mrs Bullingham, Mrs Ewens, Mrs Leach, Miss Gaussen and Miss Gibbons. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


