
Handa’s Surprise 

    Apple Distance Learning WB 4.5.20 

Phonics   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Watch and join in with phonics speed sounds with Mrs Cotton on 
YouTube then: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIXcQTgY290&t=24s 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJtvjxBYg7I 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELuONu3buwg 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRTITdRL_cU 

• Complete sheets provided.  

Literacy – see story told by Mrs B on Tapestry and 
YouTube and see the PDF of the story/watch this 
animation. 
https://youtube/XyIV_xYi0as 
 
1. Draw and label a story map to tell the story of 

Handa’s Surprise and use it to tell the story to 
someone in your family. (Video clip instructions 
and images of animals to help)  

2. Watch and read the animal riddle shared reading 
video clip (1) and writing clip (2) with Mrs B and 
have a go at writing an animal riddle of your own 
in your book. Can you read it to someone for them 
to guess your animal? 

3. Listen to another story about Handa on BBC radio. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/radio/story-time-
handas-hen 

 
Understanding of the World challenges  
 
The story Handa’s Surprise is set in Kenya.  
 
1. Can you use an atlas, globe or Google Earth to find 

Kenya in relation to Great Britain.  
2. https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000814

s/go-jetters-series-3-5-the-continent-of-africa 
3. Look at the pictures in the book Handa’s Surprise, 

what can you notice is different about Handa’s life 
and your own? 

4. Have a look at the fruits in your fruit bowl. Can you 
find out where in the world they come from?  

5. Can you find out which animals come from Africa 
and find out some facts about them? 
 

Maths - Exploring Capacity 
Find Mrs Leach’s maths clips on Tapestry or 
YouTube. Choose at least 3 activities for the week: 
1. Container hunt - search your house for different 

objects that you can fill. Can you order them? 
2. Ask a grown-up to help you make 3 labels. Write 

full, half full or empty on them. Fill different 
containers using water or rice or sand to match 
the labels. 

3. Collect some empty containers of different sizes. 
Find out how many cups full it takes to fill them. 

4. Watchhttps://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt9k
7ty/articles/zp8crdm 

5. Complete a sheet. 
Practise Makes Skilled  
Saying which number is 1 more or 1 less than a given 
number (between 1 and 20). 
1. Label a range of pots/plates with some numbers 

from 1 to 20. Fill up the pots/plates with 1 more 
than the number. Repeat and fill with 1 less. 

2. Roll a die. Say the number that is 1 more. Say the 
number that is 1 less. Extend to using 2 dice. 

3. Complete sheet. 
Play online games: 

• Play in Bud’s Number Garden on Bitesize. 

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-
count/chopper-squad 

 

Expressive arts and Design challenges 
 

1. Can you weave a basket just like Handa’s? Watch Mrs B’s 
video clip on Tapestry or YouTube for an idea. 

2. Can you draw or paint the fruits you have in your fruit bowl, 
what about if you cut it in half? 

3. Watch the clip from YouTube ‘Sounds of Kenya’ how does it 
make you move? Can you make up a dance to go with the 
music? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__yvrxmpDh4 
 

Physical development challenges  
 

1. Handa balances her basket on her head, what can you 
balance on your head when walking along? What else can you 
balance on other parts of your body? 

2. Can you find and make a recipe using fruit? A fruit smoothie, 
a fruit kebab (maybe you can make a pattern) or fruit salad. 
Practise using a knife to chop your fruit. Maybe you can try a 
new type of fruit? 

 

Words of the week to 
learn to read and write on 
your own and in 
sentences.    
have and  like 

Letter 

formation 

this week 

i, j, l 

New 
Digraphs 

ow oi 
 

Kindness challenge 

Can you think of a way 

to do something nice 

for someone and 

surprise them? 

 
Ideas for activities to 

practise the maths you 

have already learnt.  
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