
 
Apple Newsletter September 20th 2019  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Now that your wonderful children have been with us at Fairford for two weeks, 

we wanted to write and welcome you to the Fairford community and to let you 

know how thrilled we are with how your children have settled into school life so 

far. 

Communication 

We will communicate with you usually by email but we also put information on the school website 

under the Apple page. Do also look out for notices on the fence outside the Apple classrooms. We 

will be out on the playground shortly before the bell each morning in case you need to speak to us at 

the beginning of the day. If there is something you wish to discuss with us which may take longer 

than a quick chat at the beginning of the day, please arrange a time with us for the end of the day so 

that we can give you more time. 

Forest School 

Forest School will begin the week beginning 30th September. Apple 1 will have Forest School on 

Tuesday Mornings (the first on 1st Oct) and Apple 2 on Wednesday mornings (the first on 2nd Oct) 

Please ensure your child has Forest School kit in school ready for the 27th. Children will need 

waterproof trousers, jacket or all in one, wellies, spare socks, hat, gloves and extra warm layers as 

the weather gets colder. Each class will need 3 parent volunteers each week for Forest School to go 

ahead. As mentioned at the parents’ meeting in July, it will be an expectation for each family to send 

a parent, grandparent or friend to help at Forest School for their allocated slot which we will email 

out shortly. We anticipate that each family will need to help at Forest School a maximum of 3 

sessions over the year. Parents are free to swap sessions between themselves. 

Wellies 

If you haven’t already, please can you send in a pair of labelled wellies to be kept in school. The 

children wear them when playing on the field if it is wet, for Forest School and for visits to Watkins 

Wood. 

PE 

PE slots for both classes are on Friday mornings. We will have our first PE session on Friday 27th. If 

you haven’t already, please send in PE kit in time for their PE lesson. 

Pebble assembly  

Pebble assembly is our very special way of welcoming children into our school. Every child and adult 

in our school community has a pebble with their initials on which is kept in a large bowl in the 

entrance to our school. New children to our school add their pebble to the bowl during a special 

assembly to which parents are invited to symbolise joining our school. Pebble assembly for Apple 1 

children will take place on Wednesday 2nd October at 8.50 am and for Apple 2 children on Monday 

30th September at 8.50. During the assembly, each child will be presented with a children’s Bible 

which they will keep with them in their classrooms as they journey through our school.  

 

 

Phonics and Reading information session 
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We will be beginning our daily phonics teaching next week (beginning 23rd September) and would 

like to invite parents to a phonics and reading information session which will take place on Monday 

30th September at 2.20pm in the hall. We will be sending home daily phonics and reading homework 

from this date and so it is important that you know how you can support your child at home with 

learning to read. We hope that as the meeting is just before pick up time that the majority of parents 

who would collect are able to attend but we understand that this is not possible for all and will share 

the information via the school website. 

Drinks at school 

In our new build, we had hoped to have a hook and cup for each child to help themselves to tap 

water like the rest of the school but this hasn’t been possible. Please can all children bring a named 

water bottle to school on a daily basis from Monday 23rd? In line with our healthy eating policy, 

drinks bottles must only contain water, not squash or juice. Please do not pack drinks bottles in 

bookbags in the morning-we have already had a bottle leak over several bookbags this week and far 

too many precious reading books ruined from leaky drink bottles in the past.  

Birthdays at School 

Often parents want to send in something for the whole class to share if it is their child’s birthday and 

it falls on a school day. As a healthy eating school, we don’t allow cakes or sweets to be sent in for 

birthdays but a healthy fruit snack to share is permitted as an alternative. Some children in the past 

have brought in a gift of a book for the class to share and keep in the class bookbox.  

Toys at School 

As a rule, we do not allow the children to bring toys from home into school. It can prove very 

upsetting if a toy gets lost or broken at school and can be a big distraction from learning. There may 

be times when they will be permitted to bring things into school for a particular project and we will 

let you know when that is.  

Bookbags 

Please send in your child’s bookbag every day. Even if to begin with there isn’t a book in it, we often 

have letters and leaflets to send home. 

Further dates for your diaries: 

Parents’ Evenings  

Parents’ evenings will take place on Wednesday 16th October 3pm-7pm and Thursday 17th 3-5pm. 

You will be told when you are able to book your slot via the portal. 

Summer Library reading Challenge 

If your child completed the Summer Reading challenge with the library this year and were presented 

with a certificate, please send the certificate into school. At Fairford, children who complete the 

challenge have a special treat with Mrs Cotton and are presented with their certificate in ‘Shining 

Stars’ assembly.  

Many thanks for your support 

 

The Apple Team 
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