


What does a good reader need to 
do?

 Develop decoding skills
 Develop fluency through recognition of 

‘tricky words’
 Develop comprehension



Phonics for reading
Sounds (phonemes) and the letter / letters that make them 

(grapheme) are pronounced in isolation and blended 
together.

For example c-a-t,       g-ar-d-e-n, 

We call this blending

We use ‘sound buttons’ to help us to blend and read words. 

We call this ‘sound talking and blending’ or ‘Fred Talk’



Importance of ‘pure sounds’

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-
more/parents/#lg=1&slide=2



Phonics for writing
Words are segmented into sounds orally,
and a letter (grapheme) written to represent 
each sound (phoneme).
We practise saying a word and then saying and 
then writing the individual sounds we can hear to 
form the word (‘him’ h-i-m)
 We often use phoneme frames to help us spell.
 We call this process ‘segmenting’  



Handwriting 
Formation of letters taught alongside the 
phoneme (sound) Rhymes used to help with 
formation. 



Handwriting 



How often do we teach phonics?

 Daily for 20 minutes followed by 
opportunities for children to practise in 
provision.

 Lessons are active, pacey, engaging and 
multi sensory

 Lots of repetition and ‘over learning’



How you can help

 Sound talk words with your child in day to day 
conversations.

 Regularly flip through the phonics book to practise 
graphemes.

 Help your child to write the letters taught.
 Use the graphemes in the phonics book to make simple 

2 and 3 words for your child to sound talk and blend.
 Practise reading the ‘sight words’ we send home.



Reading at school: 
 Phonics sessions (4X per week) 3 sounds will be taught 

each week.
 Sound and formation using the rhyme will be taught.
 Games/ fun activities will be played to reinforce each 

sound.
 Reading activities in provision linked to our themes.
 Individual and group reading sessions.
 Home readers-changed 2X per week (Tuesday and 

Friday)



Home Readers
How you can help

 Right time, right place.
 Let them see you reading.
 Follow your child’s lead.
 Make a comment in the Reading Record
 Try and make it a daily experience
 Enjoyable shared experience!
 Remember that reading to your child is still very 

important so keep going with that bedtime story!



Home Readers
How you can help




