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July 2019 

NEWSLETTER July 2019 
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Can you believe we are at the end of the summer term? What a year it has been! The building project is in the last 
stages now and work is continuing in earnest around the whole site. 
Everything is on track for a 27 August completion so we are hopeful we will be able to get school ready in the few 
days we will have before the start of term in September. The whole staff have been working tirelessly to ensure 
everything is prepared – there is a lot of movement in school to different classrooms and still work to be completed in 
the existing school building. I am sure come the end of September, we will have forgotten that we have lived on a 
building site for a year! 
Over the summer, the kitchen refurbishment and extension will continue. We will also have work to re-configure 
current Apple classrooms in the existing building. Hopefully the canopy that was taken down will be put up outside 
current Maple and Olive classrooms and the fence line adjusted. 
Work will continue to rooms near the current entrance in to school. A hygiene room, work room and a calming space 
along with a sensory room is being designed in that space. 
The school will finally be connected to the new building and that corridor will be decorated etc, along with the toilets 
that have been used by pre-school this year being adjusted back to KS2 use. The school office will be moved in the 
second week of the holidays and Beards Construction will move in to the containers in the staff car park, so they can 
prepare to construct the car park in front of the new building. 
It will be a very busy summer for us at school and hopefully we will be able to find everything we put in to storage 
containers last October! 
I will e-mail all parents and carers before we return to school with details of entry etc on to the school site. We need 
to see everything finished first to see how everything is going to work in terms of drop off and pick up. Please keep an 
eye out on the Portal a few days before we come back to school. 
 
Farewell and Welcome 
We have said a few farewells this term and a few welcomes, just in case you missed that information: 
Mrs Souter retired on Wednesday and the children and staff made her a beautiful book to keep and we spent a lovely 
time on the playground singing some of her favourite songs. Willow class did a unique rendition of ‘So long farewell’, 
which was extremely moving. We wish Mrs Souter well in all her future adventures and we will miss her very much 
indeed. 
Mrs Bruce will also be taking a ‘break’ this year; that is if you can call having a baby a break! We can’t wait to meet 
your little bundle of joy in September. You will be missed by us all next year. Thank you for a great year, as always! 
Mrs Turpin is relocating to Cheshire and she will be greatly missed by the team here at Fairford. Thank you Rachel for 
all your hard work in school both as a member of staff and as a governor. Your work with the pre-school 
amalgamation was a great asset and fundamental in enabling us all to move forward with the building project. We 
will miss your whole family and wish you the best of luck! 
Mrs Kent who has worked with Year 6 for 7 months had her last day on Thursday. She has given so much to the 
children over those months and been such a fabulous member of the team. We will really miss her and wish her well 
as she embarks on new challenges. 
We also welcome Miss Rodd and Miss Addey, who will be teaching in Year 3 and Year 5. We are excited to see them 
grow and develop in their role at Fairford and I know they will have a wonderful team around them. 
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Results – unvalidated 

Year 6 

Reading WA 97%   GD 55%   National   73% 

Writing WA 94%    GD  45%   National  78% 

Maths   WA 100%  GD 58%    National  79% 

GPS       WA 94%     GD 71%   National  78% 

Reading, writing and maths combined – School   91%     National  65% 
 
 
 

Year 2  

Reading – WA 87%, GD 35% 

Writing – WA 81%, GD 16% 

Maths – WA 81%, GD 26% 

 

 

EYFS – 76% GLD 

 

 

Phonics Screening Year 1 
 
91% 
 

 
I am sure you will agree it has been another fantastic year of learning at Fairford! Hard work all round from the staff, 
children and parents has really paid off! 
 
PTFA 
A huge thank you to everyone who has supported the PTFA events this year. Susannah McKenzie and Jenny Ransom 
will be stepping down as Chairs of the PTFA, but our work still continues. We are truly grateful for all their hard work 
on the committee and how this has enabled a huge amount of money to be raised. Thank you Susannah and Jenny we 
are all very grateful. 
Alongside Jenny and Susannah, our treasurer and secretary are also stepping down after a number of years on the 
PTFA committee. Sally Holland, as outgoing treasurer is prepared to support someone in this role whilst they find 
their feet – if you think you could help please let me know. Catherine Elliott as outgoing secretary will also support a 
handover, if you feel this is a role on the PTFA you could do please let me know. Both Catherine and Sally have done a 
fantastic job on the committee and we are truly grateful for all their hard work. 
We will be holding our annual welcome meeting for PTFA in September and it would be great if you could come 
along. We are open to new ideas and suggestions and flexible with timings of the meetings. 
You won’t be expected to take a lot on, offering to come and support others who have mastered how to run 
established events, will be greatly welcomed! The children in school benefit so much from the funds raised. This year 
alone we have received £10 000 towards some outdoor play equipment which will hopefully be in place during the 
autumn term and £4 000 towards equipment in a sensory room we are in the process of designing! We are so lucky 
at Fairford to have such a generous community – please do keep an eye out on our return, for the date of the AGM 
for the PTFA. 
 
 

Mrs J Fellows 
Headteacher 
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Class Updates 
Apple  
Apple children have enjoyed finding out about ‘Teeny Tiny Creatures’ this term. Our term began with a collection of 
snails from Mrs Bullingham’s garden. The children spent a few days observing them closely and discovering what they 
liked to eat the most (cucumber). They then heard the story ‘Snail Trail’ which inspired them to plan and write their 
own snail trail stories. We looked at Matisse’s ‘Snail’ and created our own version inspired by the famous collage. We 
then had a delivery of caterpillars and followed their life cycle closely over 3 weeks from caterpillar to chrysalis to 
‘Painted Lady’ butterflies. Our first butterflies coincidentally hatched on our Hungry Caterpillar activity morning with 
Pre School where we did lots of caterpillar and butterfly related activities and got to handle a range of creatures from 
‘Zoolab’ including a giant millipede, African Land Snail, tarantula and bearded dragon-they were certainly not ‘Teeny 
Tiny’!  
 

It was so exciting when it was time to let the butterflies go as we put orange juice on our fingers and most of us were 
able to have a butterfly on our finger and see it unfurl its tongue to drink the juice before flying away.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had our first school trip to Westonbirt Arboretum where we went bug hunting, learnt about different trees and 
created art using forest materials.  
 

What an exciting term! The children are now looking forward to being Year 1s and thoroughly enjoyed their mornings 
with their new teachers.  
 
 
 

Walnut and Willow 
We have reached the end of another fun-filled, action-packed Year 1 journey. Walnut and Willow children have 
improved, progressed and persevered right up to the final weeks, showing their increased stamina and capacity as 
motivated learners.  
 

Miss Jones, Mrs Williams and Mrs Souter are so extremely proud of all of you. We have been privileged to be able to 
teach you and have enjoyed watching your learning behaviours develop and grow. Thank you to all parents and 
grandparents who have read with our classes, joined us at forest school, helped with cooking club or have 
volunteered in any way – we simply could not do our jobs so successfully without your support and time. Have the 
most wonderful summers, enjoy the sunshine and recharge after our busy, brilliant year. 
 
 

.     Cypress 

Cypress have had a fabulous year, showing more enthusiasm than ever! One 
of the biggest highlights during term 6 has to be learning about the Plague 
and the Great Fire of London. The children have been highly engaged with  
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this topic and have really enjoyed making their Tudor houses to recreate the great fire in our very own local fire 
station! Cypress have definitely become experts on fire safety and have learnt about how quickly fire can travel under 
certain conditions (which I’m sure they would be very happy to talk to you about!) Alongside this, Cypress have 
written fantastic fire descriptions, stories and newspaper reports, which has really consolidated what they know! It 
has been an absolute privilege to teach Cypress this year and they will all be truly missed. Both Mrs Robinson and I 
wish you all a well-deserved summer break and an exciting new start in Year 3.  

 
Olive  
 

Well! Where has the year gone? It seems no time at all since I was welcoming you all to Olive Class and here we are 
now, saying farewell. Time definitely flies when you’re having fun. The children have come a long way since beginning 
their KS2 journey and are definitely more independent learners!  
 

We’ve finished the year with lots of exciting activities as usual. In English we have loved reading Harry Potter! This has 
fuelled our descriptive writing and we have written some amazing character descriptions!  We were lucky enough to 
have Kieron Larwood deliver a workshop to us at the start of the term. The children enjoyed creating their own maps 
and creating their own place names. 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Across this term, we’ve also worked hard on learning to tell the time. It’s a tricky skill to master so keep practising at 
every opportunity. 
 

Within science we have been learning about our muscles and bones. One of our favourite ways to do this was 
through singing songs! Another highlight of the term was learning about mummification! We enjoyed mummifying 
our tomatoes and creating death masks! We were surprised to see how quickly a un-mummified tomato goes 
mouldy. 
 

The children made us so proud when they did their sponsored 50k for ‘Shine bright’ they were so determined they 
even doubled the distance to run 100k!! We managed to raise £764!!! 
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We were very excited to take a trip to Cheltenham Town Hall to join in the fun and watch the Musicate music festival. 
We loved listening to all the musicians joining together to create a fabulous orchestra and meeting Olly (saxophonist) 
a ‘musicat’ who will be visiting Beech Class next year for more musical fun!   
 

Both Mrs Gray and myself are so excited to be able to steal them away 
from Mrs Sherer when we visit Harry Potter studios on the 11th of 
September. 
 

Have a well-deserved summer break!  
 

 

Beech  
It’s hard to believe that we’re coming to the end of our school year and 
that the children in Beech will be in upper KS2 in September. 
 
Looking back at the photos taken this term, it has as always, been a 
busy and action packed term. To the delight of the children, we had a whole class 
trip to Hartpury College, to take part in a variety of sporting activities, including 
doing circuits for the ‘Daily Mile’ and the chance to have a go at circus skills and try 
fencing. 
 
Year 4 also had a visit from a drama group called ’In the Net’ which taught the class 
very important messages about staying safe on the internet and they were also very 

fortunate to have a Samba session led by a visiting 

percussionist. The children had a wonderful time 
playing a variety of Brazilian instruments such as 
the ganza, agogo bells and surdo drums. Thirty 
two percussionists can certainly make a lot of 
noise! 
 
Having filled our marble jar, the class treat 
involved lots of water activities, bringing favourite 
soft toys to school and making and enjoying some 
very colourful but healthy fruit kebabs.  

 
We certainly have had lots and lots of fun this year. 
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Maple and Mulberry    

 
Scorching sun, little rain and the summer holiday has almost come… 

 
This final term in Year 5 has been a busy one, the children have designed and constructed their own version of 
Spectrum Hall, we have completed our investigations into land use, climate 
zones and climate change, and finished our literacy lessons by describing 
where The Last Wild might live. 
 

The children have had a further opportunity to use their cooking skills with 
Meliny.  Returning to our Viking topic, the children prepared fish baked in foil 
over an open fire.  There may have been a mixed reaction amongst the 
children to preparing raw fish, but they all enjoyed tasting it once it was 
cooked!  You can share their excitement by viewing the photos of this activity 
on our year group webpage. 
 

As part of developing our co-operative working skills, we have completed a 
number of team building activities in year 5 this term.  Constructing paper 
towers and competing in the Egg Drop Challenge has encouraged the children to 
work in a variety of groups, widen friendship groups and embed those teamwork 
skills they have been developing throughout the year.   
 
We have all enjoyed being part of the 
Year 5 team this year.  All the children 
have tried extremely hard, working to 
the best of their ability – and had fun 

along the way!   
 

Finally, thank you to all the parents and carers who have continued to 
support their children’s learning throughout the year.  We hope you have a 
fantastic summer and look forward to seeing you all again – in year 6 – in 
September. 
 
 

Elm  
I can’t believe that I am already writing this: the last newsletter update for this academic year! What a year we have 
had in Elm Class… After what had already been an extremely busy start to the summer term, this half term has been 
busier than ever! 
 
At the very end of last term, we had our residential in Liddington. We had a brilliant week of sunshine and everyone 
pushed themselves out of their comfort zones. From mountain biking to trampolining and abseiling, they gave 
everything a go and we all had a thoroughly amazing, if rather exhausting, time!  
 
As soon as we came back we threw ourselves into rehearsals for our play: Aladdin. The children all pushed 
themselves and, from what we have heard from our audiences, the final show was well worth the effort! We are so 
proud of the children - the positive reaction they have had is thoroughly deserved.  
 
Earlier in July, we had Induction Days at our respective secondary schools which got everyone very excited about all 
the new opportunities to come. I think they are all ready for the change that secondary school has to offer, and I hope 
that they remember the foundations they have built here as they take their next steps. 
 
In this final week, we have also cooked lunch for parents and carers (with the brilliant Meliny in Kitchen Club) and are 
now looking forward to our Leavers’ Party on Thursday. A huge thank you to Mr Frank and Mr Hooper for doing the 
BBQ for this, and also to Mr Burridge for our fantastic Super-Hero themed yearbooks! 
 



 
 

Fairford C of E Primary School, The Park, Leafield Road, Fairford, Glos, GL7 4JQ 
Tel:  01285 712543                                                        www.fairford.gloucs.sch.uk 

7 
 

All of the adults in Elm Class would like to take this final opportunity to say how proud we are of each and every one 
of you. We have had a fantastic year, and that is all down to you – you have made us want to pull our hair out at 
times, but you have made us smile and laugh far more and for that we are truly grateful. You have all pushed yourself 
beyond what you thought you were capable of, and should be very proud of your achievements. We will miss you all 
hugely, but we know that you all have a very bright future ahead of you. We wish you all of the luck in the world…. 
Please don’t forget to call in and let us know how you are doing from time to time!  
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Dates for your diary:  
Note: sporting events are issued on a separate diary sheet and are updated regularly.  

Please check this area as dates and events are sometimes changed. 
 

 

 
 

Academic Year 2019 – 2020 
Monday 2nd September 2019 INSET Day 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 INSET Day 

Wednesday 4th September 2019  School re-opens 

Wednesday 11th September 2019 Harry Potter World Visit – Year 4 (2019-2020) 

Monday 30th September 2019` Pebble Assembly – Apple 1  

Wednesday 2nd October 2019 Pebble Assembly – Apple 2  

Friday 4th October 2019 Sssh for Stories 

Wednesday 9th October 2019 Bags to School - PTA 

Friday 11th October 2019 Settling in Reports to Parents 

Monday 14th October 2019 Open Afternoon for potential Reception 2020 parents 

Wednesday 16th October 2019 Parents Evening 3-7pm 

Thursday 17th October 2019 Parents Evening 3-7pm 

Monday 21st October 2019 Open Afternoon for potential Reception 2020 parents 

Thursday 24th October 2019 INSET Day 

Friday 25th October 2019 INSET Day 

Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 2019 Half Term Week 

Monday 4th November 2019 Open Afternoon for potential Reception 2020 parents 

Friday 8th November 2019 History Day for Rememberance  

Friday 15th November 2019 Children in Need 

Monday 18th November – Friday 22nd November 2019 Mock Y6 SATs 

Monday 2nd December – Friday 6th December 2019 Book Fair – After School 

Sunday 8th December 2019 Christingle Service at St Marys Church Fairford TBC 

Monday 9th December 2019 2pm Dress Rehearsal Nativity to School 

Tuesday 10th December 2019 2pm Nativity to Parents/Carers 

Wednesday 11th December 2019 9.15am Nativity to Parents/Carers 

Thursday 12th December 2019 Christmas Bazaar – After School 

Friday 13th December 2019 Pantomine TBC 

Tuesday 17th December 2019 – Thursday 19th December 
2019 

Christmas Lunch – more information tbc 

Friday 20th December 2019 School Finishes at 2pm, Treetops Finishes at 5pm 

Monday 23rd December – Friday 3rd January 2020 Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January 2020 School reopens 

Monday 6th January 2020 – Friday 24th Janaury 2020 Bikeability for Year 5/6 

Friday 7th February 2020 Mid Year Reports to Parents 

Friday 7th February 2020 Science Fair Homework sent out 

Tuesday 11th February 2020 Parents Evening 3-7pm 

Wednesday 12th February 2020 Parents Evening 3-5pm 

Monday 17th February 2020 – Friday 21st February 2020 Half Term Week 

Thursday 5th March 2020 World Book Day and Reading Space 

Friday 13th March 2020 Sport Relief and World Maths Day 

Monday 16th March – Friday 20th March 2020 Y6 Mock SATs Week 

Friday 20th March 2020 Mothers Day Stall - TBC 

Friday 3rd April 2020 School finishes at 2pm, Treetops finishes at 5pm 

Monday 6th April 2020 – Friday 17th April 2020  Easter Break 

Monday 20th April 2020 School reopens 

Monday 27th April 2020 Maths Puzzle Week 
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Monday 8th May 2020 Bank Holiday – School Closed – changed from Monday to 
Friday VE Day 75th Anniversary 

Monday 11th May – Thursday 14th May 2020 Y6 SATs Week 

Friday 15th May 2020 Sports Day 

Saturday 16th May 2020 Summer Fete TBC 

Monday 18th May – Friday 22nd May 2020 Y6 Residential Week 

Monday 18th May – Friday 22nd May 2020 Y2 SATs Week 

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 2020  Half Term Week 

Friday 5th June 2020 PTA Father’s Stall 

Friday 5th June 2020 Sports Day Reserve Date 

Tuesday 16th – Thursday 18th June 2020 Y6 Leavers at Gloucester Cathedral – Day TBC 

Wednesday 17th June 2020 Prayer Space 

Friday 26th June 2020 Armed Forces Day TBC 

Monday 6th July 2020 Y6 Show Dress Rehearsal 

Wednesday 8th July 2020 Y6 Show to Parents 6pm 

Thursday 9th July 2020 Y6 Show to Parents 6pm 

Friday 10th July 2020 End of Year Reports to Parents 

Monday 13th July 2020 Open Classrooms 

Tuesday 14th July 2020 Changeover Morning 

Wednesday 15th July 2020 Y6 Leavers Lunch for Parents 

Thusday 16th July 2020 Y6 Leavers Service 

Friday 17th July 2020 Y6 Pizza Lunch 

Friday 17th July 2020  School Finishes at 2pm, Treetops finishes at 5pm 

Monday 20th July 2020 INSET DAY 

 

Academic Year 2019 – 2020  
 
Tuesday 1st September 2020 INSET DAY 

Wednesday 2nd September 2020 INSET DAY 

Thursday 3rd September 2020 Pupils return to school 

Thursday 22nd October 2020 INSET DAY 

Friday 23rd October 2020 INSET DAY 

Monday 26th October 2020 – Friday 30th October 2020 Half Term Week 

Monday 21st December 2020 – Friday 1st January 2021 Christmast Holidays 

Monday 15th February 2021 – Friday 19th February 2021 Half Term Week 

Friday 2nd April 2021 – Friday 16th April 2021 Easter Break 

Monday 3rd May 2021 Bank Holiday  

Monday 31st May 2021 – Friday 4th June 2021 Half Term Week 

Monday 7th June 2021 INSET DAY 

Wednesday 21st July 2021 School Finishes at 2pm, Treetops finishes at 5pm 

 


