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15th July 2020 
 

PLEASE READ – September Update 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We are nearly at the end of Term 6, in what has been the most unprecedented year for all of us. Looking 
back to March and the partial closure, I don’t think most of us thought we would be in this current situation 
or dealing with the consequences of COVID-19 well in to the new academic year. 
 
The government announced that schools would fully re-open in September and thankfully they issued 
guidance at the time of making the announcement! Since March, we have given the full offer required of 
schools and at each stage have opened up classrooms where space and adults has allowed us to. Whether it 
has been a full return, a part-time return or an invitation to a picnic, all children have been given the 
opportunity to be at school this side of the summer holiday. 
 
School has been COVID-19 prepared throughout this time and our detailed risk assessment has enabled us to 
think through and plan every process we have in school. This has been adjusted each time we have added 
further children to classes. Every member of staff has worked under difficult circumstances and adapted 
heroically. The children have been amazing on their return and we are grateful for you trusting us with your 
children and how well everyone has adapted to the current circumstances we all find ourselves in. 
 
For those of you who were not given the option for your child to return to school, we know how difficult it 
has been to manage life through lockdown, juggling work and home learning. Please be assured that the 
children who have returned have adapted quickly and surprisingly well. It is our aim that all children will feel 
secure as they return to school and then we will work through any additional learning that is needed. It will 
all be ok. 
 
As we move to September and the whole school returning, further adjustments will be made. For those of 
you who have been coming back and forth to school each day you will be familiar with everything, however, 
for those of you who have not, everything will not be back to how it usually is each September.  
 
You will have heard in the media the word ‘bubble’ and children have been working in classes of no more 
than 15 per bubble since March. This hasn’t disappeared for September, bubbles will still exist. It is up to 
each school, dependent on their individual circumstances, to determine what those bubbles look like. Our 
daily offer will be as follows: 
 
Each class will be a bubble – not all classes have 30 children they range from 20 – 34. Each bubble will 
continue to be cleaned down throughout the day and a deep clean each term. Children will continue to 
socially distance whenever possible and regular handwashing along with the Catch it, Bin it, Kill it message 
will be repeated daily! 
 
Classes that are greater than 30 will have a break out room to be used by that class only for small group 
work. 
 
Adults in school will be assigned to a bubble – this will include the class teacher, TAs, additional support 
staff such as a nominated MDSA (Lunchtime Support). 



 
Each class will have designated toilets they can use and these will be cleaned down throughout the day. 
 
 
Classroom Environment – Year groups 1-6 will have front facing desks and children will be seated in pairs 
side by side. Each child will have a place where the books they are using each day will be stored on their 
desks. Each child will have their own equipment which will not to be shared and regularly wiped down. 
Before the children return to school in September we will send out a video of school on our YouTube 
channel, in the same way we did prior to the June 1 return. 
 
In EYFS, children will have more freedom to move about the learning environment and will not be sat at 
desks, however, the space will remain cleared of a lot of equipment and this will continue to be rotated 
and cleaned down. 
 
For playtime and lunchtime purposes and being outside, 2 classes from the same year group will join 
together (this will be EYFS, Year 1, Year2, Year 3 and Year 6). Year 4 and 5 will play out as individual classes. 
 
Mrs Peck will no longer be taking each class for PE but will be assigned to Year 5 whilst we are still 
operating during COVID-19 pandemic. Each class teacher will lead physical activity with their classes in 
either 1 hour or 1/2 hour slots, therefore still getting the full 2 hours per week. Equipment has to be 
meticulously washed down or left for 72 hours and this is just not feasible for us between each activity. A 
variety of additional equipment is being purchased for each class to use and will be wiped down between 
uses for that class and then swapped with other classes on a rota basis after a gap of at least 72 hours. 
 
School lunches will be in the form of a grab bag (this will be hot and cold food) for at least Terms 1 and 2 and 
then we will review. Again, we cannot have all children walking through school in to the hall in the way we 
usually do. Lunches will be delivered to each class bubble by a designated member of staff who will not go in 
to the class bubble. Lunches have taken place in classrooms since March and have worked really well. A 
MDSA will be assigned to year groups as part of a bubble. 
 
Curriculum – From September, we will be running a recovery curriculum in Term 1. This will be 
predominantly Maths, Literacy, Science, RE and Art/DT and in addition, other subjects will be threaded 
through these subject areas. We will also continue to have a class book. As we assess the needs of each 
individual child and the class, we will move to an increased offer a broad and balanced curriculum. This will 
be reviewed throughout the term and at the end of each term.   
 
Assessment – The government announced as part of the guidelines for opening in September that 
assessments will proceed for the academic year 2020- 2021. This includes the following: 
 
Year 1 Phonics 
Possibly Year 2 Phonics for all of year 1 who did not do Phonics Assessment this year due to the pandemic) 
Year 2 SATs Teacher Assessment 
Year 4 Multiplication Check 
Year 6 SATs 
 
There will not be a requirement for an EYFS Baseline Assessment in September 2020. We will continue to do 
our own baseline assessments throughout Term 1. 
 
School Office – wherever possible continue to e-mail school@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk or call 01285 712543. 
Only use the front office if you are dropping off medicines or anything important. Most of our 
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communications will continue to come out to you electronically for the time being. We need to ensure we 
clear the site as soon as possible each day and reduce the traffic through and in to school each day.  
 
Contacting staff – please continue to e-mail your child’s teacher if you have a concern, worry or need to pass 
on important information. They will not be able to have conversations at drop off or pick up as with the 
staggered drop off and pick up times they will have children already in class. When they finish teaching each 
day, if you leave your contact number they will call you. Alternatively you can message 
school@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk or head@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk 
 
Scooters and Bikes – children can continue to bring scooters and bikes to school each day. Please just ensure 
these continue to be wiped down after each use. 
 
Music Lessons – we are currently working with our peripatetic teachers in organising music tuition from 
September. We will create a space in our school hall for this to take place but it may have to be with only 
certain year groups. This is to prevent mixing the music teachers with too many bubbles. Miss Jones, school 
music lead, will provide a further update to all of the families who currently take up music tuition before 
September. 
 
School Trips – these will continue to go ahead but they will be local and outdoors wherever possible. It is 
likely that as the pandemic hopefully diminishes, that a number of trips will happen in the Summer Term. 
We understand that if you have children in several year groups this will be costly so please put some money 
aside in preparation for this in the summer term. 
 
Breakfast Club will operate each day but as we cannot mix large numbers of children across the school, this 
will take place in your child’s year group bubble. Each term it is likely the classroom will alternate and the 
Club will be run by year group staff in your child’s bubble. All sessions will need to be pre-booked on-line. 
Breakfast Club will run from 0800 Monday – Friday. Cereal only will be offered and the cost will remain £3 
per session (the cost didn’t increase when we opened from 0745 and when we return to 0745 at some 
point the cost will still remain £3) 
 

Year Group Room 

Pre-school and Nursery Little Explorers 

EYFS Apple Class 

Year 1 Walnut Class 

Year 2 Elderberry Class 

Year 3 Oak Class 

Year 4 Fir Class 

Year 5 Hawthorn Class 

Year 6 Sycamore Class 

 
Treetops will operate each day but as we cannot mix large numbers of children across the school, this will be 
operated in the following way: 
 

Year Groups Room 

Pre-school and Nursery Little Explorers 

EYFS Apple Class 

Year 1 and 2 Hazel Class 

Year 3 and 4 Fir Class 
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Year 5 and 6 Hawthorn Lodge 

 
Treetops will be offered in 2 sessions – 3 - 4pm and 4 - 5pm. Costs will remain the same per hour, even if 
your child is not due to finish until 3.15 each day. We will not be operating until 6pm as previously as we 
need to complete cleaning of all the rooms used for treetops each day between 5-6pm so we are ready for 
school the next day. 
 
Drop off and Pick up times: 
 
During the last few months we have offered a staggered drop off and pick up time. The site has most 
recently only had between 150 – 160 pupils and in September when the whole school returns there will be 
284 pupils and 1 adult to bring them in to school on site. 
 
We have analysed a lot of information about families and each family will be allocated a drop off and pick up 
time, to be adhered to until notified otherwise. When moving around the site, please observe social 
distancing of 2 metres and do not remain on the playground once you have left your child. Gates will be 
closed promptly. Classroom doors wherever possible will be left open for your child to go in and the ‘no 
adults past this point’ signs in certain places on the site will remain. Remember we are doing all of this to 
keep each other as safe from the virus as we possibly can. There is still so much that is unknown about the 
virus and as we move to winter, we must not be complacent; complacency will be our biggest danger! 
 
From 2nd September the school day will be 0830 – 1500 or 0845 – 1515 – do not arrive on site before your 
allocated time. Our aim is that each 15 minute window will allow for the site to be cleared prior to the 
second drop off and pick up slots. This will be really important as Farmor’s will return fully in September and 
the buses will be on site for 0835 each day and pick up will be 1435 on Mondays and 1535 on Tuesdays – 
Fridays at Farmor’s. 
 
Parking 
During the partial closure, Leafield road has been used for parking in the mornings. This has not been a 
problem as there has not been the additional traffic and buses going to Farmor’s. Please remember that 
from September, no parking is allowed on Leafield road in the mornings. 
 
You can still park for pick up and drop off at Farmor’s (not on the roundabout) but the car park will be 
closed there from 0845 each day. 
 
The Lay-by will need to be for drop-off only; there are limited spaces in the visitor car park for our 
youngest children only please: older children are able to be dropped off and walk around to their classes. If 
the weather is good please walk up to the school site and remember if you do drive and park locally, to 
park responsibly in neighbouring roads and not across any driveways. 
Drop off and Pick up time – 0830 – 1500 
Leafield Road Gate 

Drop off and Pick up time – 0845 – 15.15 
Staff Car Park Gate - emergency access gates will be open 

Surname beginning with: 
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U 
V 

 
Uniform 
Government guidelines state that uniform can be worn and doesn’t need to be washed more than normal. 
For some families this could mean daily changing and for others it could be all week. As the scientific 
evidence has not shifted in terms of the virus living for several hours or days on different materials, we will 
not be requiring school uniform to be worn on our return. It is too difficult for us to determine if items have 
been washed regularly. Therefore non-school uniform will be worn Monday – Thursday and uniform each 
Friday. This will continue to be assessed throughout the pandemic. 
 
Footwear 
 
Please ensure your child is wearing footwear for physical activity throughout the day; there is not a need 
to wear school shoes even on uniform day. PE kit will not need to be brought to school as we want to 
continue to minimise the number of objects being brought into the classroom each day. 
 
Wellies in school – every child needs a pair of wellies in school from September 
 
We are very fortunate, especially in the current circumstances to have spacious grounds to be able to learn 
and play outside in. As we move towards autumn and winter, each child will need wellies if we are to access 
the woodland and school fields each day. PTA have agreed to purchase wellie stands for all classes so wellies 
can be left in school to be used each day. 
 
Back packs, school bags, coats and cloakrooms 
 
No back packs or bags are to be brought in to school each day. Coats will be kept on the back of chairs and 
please only send your child in with a coat that is washable wherever possible and this needs to be washed 
regularly please. Only send your child with a coat if the weather indicates it is necessary. Cloakrooms where 
children might gather will not be used when we return to school. 
 
Pencil cases  
 
No pencil cases are allowed in school from September (Year 6 have been given permission to do this as it is 
their final year in primary school but the pencil cases need to remain in school). 
 
Book bags and Reading 
 
Developing Readers 
 
For the time being, book bags will not be needed at school. Children who are working their way through 
the reading book bands will be issued with 2 books per week on a Friday and they can then return the books 
the following Friday. The books that are returned will then be put to one side for 72 hours before being 
distributed again. 
 
Reading Records will be for you to record your child’s reading at home and the Reading Record book will 
be required back in school on the penultimate Friday of each term (please add up the number of reads 
your child has done in the Reading Record). Your child’s teacher can then determine reading worms for the 
prize draw each term. Your child’s teacher will continue to keep a record of reading in class. Reading remains 



our passion at Fairford and we look forward to your continued support with your child’s reading at least 3 
times per week. 
Free Readers 
 
Children will be able to bring a reading book from home but the book will need to remain in school until it 
is finished. Therefore to continue to encourage home reading, a further book to read will be needed for 
home use. Continue to record reading in Reading Records and bring the Reading Record book in to school on 
the penultimate Friday of each term (please add up the number of reads each term), your child’s teacher can 
then determine reading worms for the prize draw. 
 
After School Sports Clubs 
 
At this current moment in time there will not be after school sports clubs. This will be reviewed as we 
progress through Term 1. Any sports clubs that do run in the future will need to be single year group or 2 
year groups at the most only. Also in terms of equipment and space used as the weather starts to change we 
need to consider what we can offer. Our main priority is to ensure we get the school fully open for the 
school day in the first instance and ensure that if we do have a case of Covid-19, we would only have to close 
1 or 2 bubbles; we do not want a full closure to happen.  
 
Forest School 
 
Forest School with Ernest Cook Trust will not be happening during Term 1. However, we are fortunate to 
have Watkins Wood on site and EYFS and Year 1 will use our woodland for Forest School each week. We 
have a Forest School trained member of staff who will be able to plan and support this work in our school. 
Ernest Cook Trust are always super supportive of our school and help out with planning and in any other way 
they can. 
 
This letter contains a lot of information and I hope you are able to use as a point of reference throughout the 
holidays and in preparation for your child’s return in the summer. I have also attached the updated Risk 
Assessment in readiness for September – please read.  
 
Thank you all for your on-going support of the school and for your patience and understanding with 
everything we have had to do and will continue to have to do from September. All that we are doing is to 
keep our community safe and your assistance with that is vital. Have a restful summer; keep safe and well 
and we will see you all in September. 
 
 
Yours sincerely   
 

 
 
Mrs Julie Fellows 
Headteacher Fairford Primary School 
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