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5th April 2019 
 

NEWSLETTER No. 3  - April 2019 
 

The Christian Value for next term is FRIENDSHIP  
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As always, what a busy term. Yesterday in school there was not a single space that had not been used at some point! 
Amazing staff, children and families supporting amazing learning in abundance. 
I have written an update today in regards to school meals in terms 5 and 6 and a building update concerning term 5. 
Please do read and pass on any vital information to other parents who may not have read. 
 

Sports Day – Change of date 
Sports Day was planned for May and with the placement of a new drainage system on the school field, we were 
watching patiently and in hope to see if it would be ready in time. Sadly it is not and we apologise if you have booked 
a date off work but these are all circumstances out of our control at the moment. We are looking in to using an 
alternative venue and it is possible it will be in July. We are endeavouring to resolve this by the time we return after 
Easter so that you are able to organise your diary. 
Please do read through all the class updates, there have been many phenomenal events happening across the school. 
 

I want to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy, healthy and safe Easter break and we all look forward to 
seeing you all refreshed on the 23rd April. 
 

Mrs J Fellows 
Headteacher 
 

Treetops 
Please ensure you make any Treetop bookings online – some evenings are particularly busy and whilst we will 
endeavour to place your child in Treetops, unfortunately we may have an occasion whereby we cannot accommodate 

them.  The contact number for Treetops is  07508866554. 
 

Parking 
The safety of pupils and staff is always a priority.  The Drop Off Point outside school is purely for pulling up and 
dropping your child off, to walk into school by themselves;  these bays should not be used for parking in the morning, 
in addition the staff car park should not be used for drop off or parkin unless it has been agreed or you have a permit.  
Please do not turn around outside the school but use the Farmor’s one way system.  This is for the safety of pupils 
both at Fairford Primary and also Farmor’s . 
 

Parking on the pavement immediately outside the big school gates is NOT allowed, by doing this you are restricting 
parents and children who walk into school and forcing them to step onto the very busy entrance road. 
 

We appreciate your support in this and would encourage wherever possible children walk to school to 
make it easier for those unable to do so due to distance. 

 
 

Class Updates 
 
 

Apple  
Apple Class have had a very eggsciting term full of the wonder of eggs. Our term began with a special 
delivery of sparkly eggs from Dilys the Dragon who was saving the princess and asked us to look after 

         



 
 

Fairford C of E Primary School, The Park, Leafield Road, Fairford, Glos, GL7 4JQ 
Tel:  01285 712543                                                        www.fairford.gloucs.sch.uk 

2 
 

them until she came back. The next day, the eggs hatched and the baby dragons were nowhere to be found. We were 
very worried! We quickly made posters to put around school to find the baby dragons. Every day the baby dragons 
sent us selfies of where they had been in the school which led us to writing a story about their adventures.  
   
Mrs Fellows saw our posters and brought our dragons back to us, they had been helping her to count the red noses 
for comic relief! We called our dragons Spike and Toothless and looked after them until Mummy dragon collected 
them. Just as we were feeling sad that our dragons had gone, we had another delivery. This time we had duck eggs to 
look after.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We were so excited to see ducklings hatch from the eggs. We had 5 ducklings which hatched from our eggs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have since been learning about life cycles and about which animals grow inside an egg and which animals grow 
inside their mummy. Our eggs have led to us thinking about the wonder of new life and we have been relating this to 
the Easter story.  
 

Walnut and Willow 
 

Walnut and Willow are enjoying Term 4 immensely and cannot wait 
for Easter! We have been busy working on lots of fraction and 
measure concepts as well as writing about Aesop’s fables.  
In addition to everything shown on our ‘jigsaw’ coverage on our 
website class page, we have been so  

very lucky to have lots of other events and opportunities at school this term, such as Aspirations Day and World Book 
Day. Our next ‘big event’ will be our school trip to ‘We The Curious’ on 25th April, where we will be visiting the 
planetarium  … very exciting stuff! Thank you to parents who have already paid for the school trip and also for 
fantastic science projects submitted over this term. The Year 1 children have loved presenting them and explaining all 
about their results.  
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Fairford C of E Primary School, The Park, Leafield Road, Fairford, Glos, GL7 4JQ 
Tel:  01285 712543                                                        www.fairford.gloucs.sch.uk 

3 
 

Cypress  

Cypress had an amazing and insightful trip to Cadbury World, learning interesting historical information about John 
Cadbury and joining in with the practical side of chocolate! We learnt how chocolatiers temper and mould chocolate 
and we even had a go at it ourselves! As well as looking into the history of chocolate, we have also been exploring the 
geography of where cocoa beans grow, thinking carefully about the suitable conditions for these magnificent trees. 
Cypress have carefully designed, created and evaluated their own eye catching chocolate boxes, ready for tasty treats 
to go inside. In writing, Cypress have been exploring ways to write an effective character description and we found it 
interesting to unpick the contrasting personalities of Charlie Bucket and Veruca Salt. Well done for a very positive and 
productive term 4!  

Olive  

Within literacy this term, we have been using our fronted adverbials, extended noun 
phrases and DADWAVERS to write some fabulous character and setting descriptions 
within our own adventure stories. The children especially loved the challenge of 
making ordinary children into ‘heros’ just like LIl in our class novel ‘Secrets of a Sun 
King’. We have also looked into possessive apostrophes and punctuating direct 
speech and it was lovely to see these being applied in their most recent work. 

 

Maths has been all about fractions this term, we have learnt how to recognise fractions, find fractions of amounts 
and compare and order them. More recently, we have learnt how to spot equivalent fractions and how to add and 
subtract fractions. Throughout the term, we have also been concentrating on our mental methods in maths; learning 
different strategies to make us quicker and more fluent with this type of calculation (e.g. when adding 9 thinking of it 
as 10 then subtracting 1 or when multiplying 200 with 5, recognising 200 is 100 times than 2 so if we did 2x5 we need 
to make our answer 100 times bigger). We have also been practising our written methods daily which we have learnt 
in terms 2 and 3. The children’s confidence in this area is definitely growing and they are becoming more accurate in 
their working out. 
 

This term, we have had the pleasure of having Miss Sylvester in class and the children have especially loved her 
geography lessons. They have looked at the climates of Egypt and the Uk, located and discussed the importance of 
rivers for settlements and looked in topography when identifying mountains.  
 

Our trip to the Big Bang Fair was fabulous and we all loved learning about the science of loud noises and strange 
smells. The stalls were great fun and included things such as: making slime and hand cream, looking at the science 
behind theatres, exploring engineering in the RAF and  holding some strange looking bugs. We ended the day by 
learning a dance all on different types of energy. Thankyou to all the adults who came with us- we wouldn’t have 
covered half as much without you! 
 

I hope you all have a restful Easter break and although I am looking forward to a rest, I am bursting with excitement 
over next term’s book- Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. 
 

Beech  
Yet another busy term is coming to a close. In maths, we have worked hard on our 
written method of multiplication and division (even managing to do serious work 

whilst dressed up for Word Book Day) and are now 
learning about fractions and decimals. Next term, we 
will be looking at measurement, which will involve 
being able to tell the time on an analogue clock and 
being able to convert from analogue to digital 12 and 
24 hour, so practise telling the time or learn to tell 
the time over the holidays in readiness. 
The children have enjoyed their swimming lessons at 
Cricklade Leisure Centre on Monday afternoons since 
the start of the year and everyone has made good 
progress and gained in confidence. After the Easter break we will be having two PE 

sessions and they will be on Monday and Tuesday mornings with Mrs Peck. 
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The standard of the science investigations was fantastic making it very difficult to nominate the entries to go forward 
to the next stage. However, based on the criteria and presentation, Cara was selected for her aeroplane investigation, 
along with Sophie and Alexia who undertook exploring the quantity of waste found on a beach they visited. 
 

Our writing has been influenced by our rainforest topic and we have enjoyed learning 
to write to inform, having researched all about the two-toed sloth. We have written 
letters to the Yanomami and have been learning about different kinds of poetry and 
writing our own Haiku and Kennings.  
 

As the weather improves, we hope to be able to do more of our learning outside and 
with the sun shining had a great afternoon recently on our Invertebrate Hunt in 
Watkins Wood.  

 
 
 

 

Maple and Mulberry    
 

This term, we hand our newsletter item over to the children from year 5: 
 

After weeks of excitement, today was the day where my class was going 

to London at the Houses of Parliament.  This morning, I drove to 

school full of joy and excitement.  I walked into the classroom and 

met a few of my friends (Taylor, Lewis and Harry).  As quick as a bolt of lightning 

striking the ground, we planned on sitting at a table so we could talk and play 

together. 
 

Chatting away excitedly on the coach, I saw several London taxis coming towards us.  As 

we approached London, the majority of us squealed enthusiastically, looking out of the 

window with delight at the sights. 
 

Soon afterwards, we walked through Borough Market; all of us were pushing and shoving 

through the crowd to get to our destination.  I don’t know about everyone else, but I 

felt really grown-up.  Nearby I saw two big figures; as I looked closer, I saw they 

were the Golden Hinde – the first English ship to sail around the world - and Southwark 

cathedral.  “That’s so cool, seeing a real cathedral,” I thought to myself. 
 

After walking along the Thames for at least 10 minutes, we started to see some boats.  

We all waved and the people on the boats waved back.  We passed the Globe Theatre, 

where Shakespeare’s plays were performed, and some other absolutely amazing sites.  We 

also passed a skateboard ramp, which was covered in graffiti.  After about 30-45 

minutes, we stopped for lunch.  Pigeons were everywhere!  All of us were trying not to 

drop crumbs because, if we did, the pigeons swarmed around us. 
 

We saw the Houses of Parliament (which is where the excitement happened!).  It’s also 

known as the Palace of Westminster.  It was the coolest place I’ve ever been!  We split 

into two groups and then into two smaller groups for a tour around the Houses of 

Parliament.  We saw a special window to commemorate the suffragettes’ efforts for women 

to be able to vote.  It was called “New Dawn” and the lights in it changed according to 

how high or low the River Thames was. 

 

Before crossing the road to get to the Houses of Parliament, we had a security check 

and were given lanyards.  After that, we crossed and went into the Houses of 

Parliament.  We first went into the House of Lords, which is mainly red because that’s 

the colour which shows royalty.  Then we went into the House of Commons, which had 

green seats, and learnt that to become an MP you have to be voted for by the public 

whereas to be a Lord or Baroness you are chosen for your expertise.  We sat in the 

gallery behind glass so the MPs couldn’t hear us and get distracted.  There are 

approximately 650 MPs in the House of Commons.  Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown is the MP 

for our area (the Cotswolds) and he belongs to the Conservative political party. 

 

Once the tour had finished, we had a workshop about the Houses of Parliament.  Evan was 

the speaker, so he kept shouting, “ORDER!” and threatening to put people in the 

dungeon.  The idea we used was only police and soldiers are allowed to have a gun.  

Once we chose our idea, we pretended we had showed the public and took their opinions.  

Next, we were MPs and discussed this bill (a bill is another name for the idea) to 

decide whether it should go to the House of Lords. 
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Not much later, we had a workshop and created our own law (no vaping in public places).  

We experienced what it might be like to be an MP and a Lord and learnt how much work it 

is to create laws. 
 

Then we headed home on our coach, driven by Chris.  After what felt 

like forever, we arrived back at school and I gave my Mum, Dad and 

sister a huge hug!  My fun trip in London had ended and as soon as I 

got back home I went straight to bed ready for school again the next 

day … 

Contributions from: Lucas, Izzy, Immy R, Finley D, Will, Arabella, Orlagh, Tommy and Chloe. 
 
 

Elm  
In Elm Class, we have finished our study of ‘Treasure Island’ (included 
are some photos of some drama we did towards the end). For the 
last few weeks of the term, we have been looking at another journey, 
this time a factual one: Shackleton’s Journey to cross Antarctica. So 
far, we have applied and interviewed for a position on the crew and 
written entries in the ship’s log. In maths, we have had a very busy 
term – we have covered geometry, algebra and statistics (partly 
through science). We discovered that algebra was actually pretty fun, 
and nowhere near as scary as we imagined!  

 

In science, we are now studying light and have been investigating how  
light travels and the consequences of this. In geography, we have been  
learning all about tectonic plates and the role they play in some natural  
disasters. We have had some real ‘wow’ moments in these lessons  
recently - especially when we spotted how the continents could all be  
fitted together like a jigsaw revealing the land mass once  
known as Pangea! Finally, I would like to say well done to all the  
children in Elm Class, we are in the final few weeks before SATs now,  
and they are all working hard in preparation for this. I know that, like  
me, they are looking forward to being able to show off all they have  
learnt in their time at primary school, and I know they will do brilliantly. 
 

PE & Sport  
Sports Competitions Sports Clubs – Summer Term – BIG changes! 
 

 The NEW Sports club timetable for the summer terms has now been published.  A copy is attached to this 
newsletter and also on the school website under the PE & Sport section. 

 There are lots of new clubs that cover the summer sports for our children to try out – tennis, rounders, 
cricket…. It is just £10 to attend as many of the sessions as your child wants. 

 Please check dates carefully because although every effort is made to run them on a weekly basis, I have to 
work them around competitions that take place after school. 

 

If you have any queries about sports clubs then please do not hesitate to email me directly on 
rpeck@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk or catch me in the playground. 
 

Easter Holidays – extra sporting opportunities 
We have links with a number of local sports clubs so that children can carry on being involved in sport outside school.  
This allows them to develop sport specific skills with specialist coaches. 
 

Many of these clubs run Easter camps that take place over a few days during the holidays.  It would be wonderful if 
your child could take part in these camps if interested, they provide fun, structured activities delivered by qualified 
coaches and get your child moving. 
 

I have put posters that include details about these camps on the outside PE storage container which is located in the 
playground.  You will see posters for the following: 
 

 Tennis @ Fairford TC & Lechlade TC 

mailto:rpeck@fairford.gloucs.sch.uk
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 Cricket @ Fairford CC (includes FREE personal kit – rucksack, bat, ball, t-shirt & cap!) 
 Mighty Multi-Sports @ Farmor’s including gymnastics, rugby, football, hockey, dodgeball, cricket, athletics 
 Football@ Fairford FC 

 

Fitter Futures 
This is an app that the school has bought to give children the chance to take part in short fitness 
workouts lasting approximately 10 minutes either at school or at home.  Your child has been given an 
individual login so that they can access it from home where their usage can be monitored. 
 

If the weather is poor over the Easter holidays and your child can’t get out, then this would be an easy 
solution to working towards their daily goal of 60 active minutes that they are encouraged to complete during term 
time.  Government health guidelines state that every child should be active for a minimum of 60 minutes every day.  
This may not be in one go and it may not be high intensity, however the heart rate needs to be raised and they need 
to be moving! 
 

We have been using the Fitter Futures workouts in the morning every Tuesday and Wednesday 8.20-8.30am in the 
hall alongside breakfast club.  Your child is welcome to join in the workouts for FREE from 8.20am next term. 
 
Sports Competitions throughout term 4 
Level 1: 
The House competitions for Freeball and High 5 Netball are due to take place in the last week of term.  It gives all 
children the opportunity to represent their House and put into practise what they have been learning in PE lessons 
within a competitive setting. 
 

The results will be announced in Sports Assembly which is the first Wednesday back after half term. 
 

Level 2:  
It was another busy term for competitions and festivals against other schools.  Fairford Primary entered teams into 
the following: 
 

Y6 Y5 Y4 Y3 Cross Country 
 Deer Park on Tuesday 26th February 
 Farmor’s on Friday 1st March 
 County final on Saturday 2nd March – Rosie W, Grace M, Oscar C & Dylan M from Y5 and Grace S, Daisy D & 

Moses from Y6 all represented the school at the County final on Saturday 2nd March.  Moses achieved 4th in 
the County and went on to run in the National final, a fantastic achievement! 

 National final on Saturday 23rd March 
 

Y6 Y5 Intermediate Gymnastics on 16th March at Bourton-on-the-Water. 
 

Y5 High 5 Netball tournament on 11th March at Kingshill.  
 

Y2 Gymnastics festival on 13th March at Kingshill. 
 

Y6 High 5 Netball – Cotswold final on 19th March at Kingshill  
 

Y4 TAG Rugby festival on 20th March at Cirencester RFC. 
 

Y5 Panathlon on 22nd March at Cirencester College 
 

Y6 Y5 Girls Football Tournament on 28th March at Cirencester Primary School. 
 

Y6 Y5 Swimming Gala on 1st April at Cirencester Leisure Centre. 
 

Y5 High 5 Netball match v Meysey Hampton on 1st April at Farmor’s. 
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Sports Clubs – summer terms 
First clubs START Tuesday 23

rd
 April – the 1st day back after the holidays! – just turn up to Mrs Peck’s clubs to enrol! 

* Roaring Rugby (www.roaringrugby.co.uk/booking) & *Gymnastics (rachelrogers@rocketmail.com) 
 

 Before School: Lunch time: 12.30-1pm After School: times vary depending on venue 

Monday  
KS2 & KS1 Multi Sports – Y6 

Sports Leaders 

 

Y4 Y3 Cricket – school field - 3-4.30pm – Mrs 
Peck 

sessions: 29th April / 13th May/ 20th / 3rd June/ 10th / 17th / 
24th / 31st / 1st July/ 8th / 15th 

 

Y5 Arrows Archery – school hall - 3-4.30pm 
– Mr Perryman 

sessions: 29th April / 13th May/ 20th/ 3rd June/ 10th / 17th / 24th 
/ 31st/ 1st July/ 8th / 15th 

   

Tuesday 8.20-8.30am 
 

Whole school 
Morning 

 
Fitness 

workout 
in the hall 

Just drop in! 

KS2 & KS1 Multi Sports – Y6 
Sports Leaders 

 

Y6 Y5 Rounders – school field - 3-4.30pm – 
Mrs Peck 

sessions: 23rd April/ 30th/ 7th May/ 14th / 21st / 4th June/ 11th / 
25th/ 2nd July 

 

Wednesday 
KS2 & KS1 Multi Sports – Y6 

Sports Leaders 

Y6 Y5 Cricket – school field - 3-4.30pm – Mrs 
Peck 

sessions: 24th April / 1st May/ 15th/ 19th June/ 26th/ 3rd July/ 
10th 

 

Y4 Gymnastics* - hall - 3-4.15pm – Rachel 
Rogers 

Y6 Y5 Gymnastics* - hall - 4.15-5.30pm – 
Rachel Rogers 

BEAM Gymnastics* - hall - 5.45-6.30pm – 
Rachel Rogers 

sessions: 24th April / 1st May/ 8th / 15th / 22nd 

Thursday 
Y6 Y5 Y4 Y3 Fun 

Fitness 
8-8.30am 

KS2 & KS1 Multi Sports – Y6 
Sports Leaders 

 

Y4 Y3 – Mini Red Tennis - playground - 3-
4.30pm – Mrs Peck / Andy 

sessions: 25th April / 2nd May/ 9th / 16th / 23rd/ 6th June/ 13th / 
20th / 27th / 4th July/ 11th / 18th  

 

Y1 Gymnastics* - hall- 3-4pm – Rachel 
Rogers 

Y2 Y3 Gymnastics* - hall - 4-5pm – Rachel 
Rogers 

sessions: 25th April / 2nd May/ 9th / 16th / 23rd 
 

Friday  
KS2 & KS1 Multi Sports – Y6 

Sports Leaders 

 

Y5 Y4 Y3 Y2 Y1 Roaring Rugby* - field - 3-
4.20pm – RR team 

sessions: 26th April / 3rd May/ 10th / 17th / 24th/ 7th June/ 14th / 
21st / 28th/ 5th July/ 12th / 19th 

 

Y6 Y5 Mini Red Tennis – playground – 3-
4.30pm – Andy / Tom 

sessions: 26th April / 3rd May/ 10th / 17th / 24th/ 7th June/ 14th / 
21st / 28th/ 5th July/ 12th / 19th 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.roaringrugby.co.uk/booking
mailto:rachelrogers@rocketmail.com
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Dates for your diary:  
Note: sporting events are issued on a separate diary sheet and are updated regularly.  

Please check this area as dates and events are sometimes changed. 
 

 

 

Monday 8th April – Monday 22nd April 2019 Easter Break 

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 School reopens after Easter Break 

Tuesday 16th April 2019 Allocation Day for September 2019 Intake 

Wednesday 24th April 2019 Concept Photography – Pre-School  7.45am – 11am 

Thursday 25th April 2019 We The Curious – Year 1 Trip  

Monday 29th April – Fri 3rd May 2019 Maths Puzzle Week (Afternoons only) 

Wednesday 1st May 2019 Blue Cross Assembly 

Monday 6th May 2019 Bank Holiday – School Closed 

Monday 13th May 2019 – Friday 17th May 2019 Year 6 SATs Week 

Tuesday 14th May 2019 Bags 2 School Collection 

Friday 17th May 2019 Sports Day 

Monday 20th May 2019 – Friday 24th May 2019 Year 6 Residential Week 

Monday 27th May 2019 – Friday 31st May 2019 Half Term Week 

Wednesday 5th June 2019 Y6 Leaver’s Service at Gloucester (Depart at 9am) 

Thursday 6th June 2019 Fathers Day Gift Stall (PTA) 

Friday 7th June 2019 Colorfoto Class Photos and Individual Year 6 Photos 

Tuesday 18th June 2019 Prayer Space Day 

Thursday 4th & Fri 5th July 2019 Fairford Writing Festival 

Tuesday 9th July 2019 Yr 6 Dress Rehearsal 

Wednesday 10th July 2019 Year 6 Show to Parents – 6pm 

Thursday 11th July 2019 Year 6 Show to Parents – 6pm 

Friday 12th July 2019 Reports to Parents 

Monday 15th July 2019 Open Classroom 3pm – 4.30pm. 

Thursday 18th July 2019 Year 6 Leaver’s Service – St Mary’s Church 

Friday 19th July 2019 School finishes at 2pm, Treetops finishes at 5pm. 
 
 
 

Academic Year 2019 – 2020 
Monday 2nd September 2019 INSET Day 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 INSET Day 

Wednesday 4th September 2019  School re-opens 

Thursday 24th October 2019 INSET Day 

Friday 25th October 2019 INSET Day 

Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 2019 Half Term Week 

Friday 20th December 2019 School Finishes at 2pm, Treetops Finishes at 5pm 

Monday 23rd December – Friday 3rd January 2020 Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January 2020 School reopens 

Monday 17th February 2020 – Friday 21st February 2020 Half Term Week 

Friday 3rd April 2020 School finishes at 2pm, Treetops finishes at 5pm 

Monday 6th April 2020 – Friday 17th April 2020  Easter Break 

Monday 20th April 2020 School reopens 

Monday 4th May 2020 Bank Holiday – School Closed 

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 2020  Half Term Week 

Friday 17th July 2020  School Finishes at 2pm, Treetops finishes at 5pm 

 


